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rewrite  
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rescheduled

SASSA rolls out  
Social Relief of 
Distress Grants
APPLYING for the special R350 coronavirus relief grant 
will be easy and paperless.

More Matshediso 

The Department of 
Social Development 
has relooked at and 

strengthened the criteria 
and payment methods for 
the COVID-19 Social Relief 
of Distress Grant. 

Qualifying applicants of the 
new grant will receive R350 per 
month from May to October 
2020.

The applicant should be a 
South African citizen, per-
manent resident or refugee 
registered on the Home Af-
fairs system and living within 
the borders of the Republic of 
South Africa.

Department of Social De-
velopment Minister Lindiwe 

Zulu says the full-scale imple-
mentation of the new grant is 
currently under way, following 
the successful pilot test of a 
contactless application system. 

“We have set up a dedicated 
WhatsApp line, after having 
tested the concept through 
the Department of Health’s 
WhatsApp platform,” she says.  

According to the department, 
15 000 applications were loaded 
onto the system during the test 
phase and all qualifying appli-
cations were due to be paid by 
15 May. 

Minister Zulu says the depart-
ment will remain vigilant and 
not tolerate any form of fraud 
and corruption.

“We have thus built in strong 
cyber security and monitoring 

mechanisms in this regard. All 
instances of suspected fraud or 
corruption will be investigated 
thoroughly,” she says. Appro-
priate action will be taken if 
misconduct is established. 

How to apply
The special COVID-19 Social 
Relief of Distress Grant will be 
implemented in terms of the 
existing avenue provided 
for by the Social Relief for 
Distress channel, which is 

 Minister of Social 
Development Lindiwe 
Zulu says the 
department will not 
tolerate any form of 
corruption related to 
the COVID-19 Social 
Relief of Distress 
Grant. • Cont page 2 



administered in accordance 
with the provisions of the 
Social Assistance Act, 2004.

In order to meet the qualify-
ing criteria, applicants must:
• be above the age of 18
• be unemployed
• not be receiving any in-

come
• not be receiving a social 

grant
• not be receiving any un-

employment insurance 
benefit

• not qualify to receive un-
employment insurance 
benefits

• not be receiving a stipend 
from the National Student 
Financial Aid Scheme; and

• not be resident in a gov-
ernment-funded or subsi-
dised institution.

The department says 
applications may only be 
submitted electronically 
and prospective applicants 
should not visit the South Af-
rican Social Security Agency 
(SASSA) offices to apply.

Applications can be sub-

mitted through one of the 
following channels:

• WhatsApp line:  
082 0468 553

• USSD or SMS Line 
*134*7737#

• Email address:  
srd@sassa.gov.za

• Call centre:  
0800 6010 11

• Website:  
srd.sassa.gov.za.

The department needs appli-
cants to provide the follow-
ing compulsory information:
• Identity number/Depart-

ment of Home Affairs per-
mit number

• Name and surname as 
captured on the ID (and 
initials)

• Gender and disability
• Banking details - bank 

name and account number
• Contact details - cellphone 

number
• Proof of residential ad-

dress.
“We are mindful that we 

may have some challenges 
as we roll out this grant and 
we appeal to members of the 
public to exercise patience as 
we embark upon this jour-
ney,” the Minister says. 

The department does not 
require any applicant to 
scan supporting documents, 

such as ID, proof of address 
or bank statements.  

Applicants are cautioned 
not to provide their banking 
details to anyone to avoid 
scams. SASSA will only ask 
for information once the ap-
plication has been approved. 
Beneficiaries and applicants 
should never give their PIN 
number or the CVV number 
on the back of their banking 
card to anyone – not even 
SASSA.” 

“Once applications are 
approved, SASSA will re-
quest confirmation of bank 
accounts through a secure 
site – this will also be done 
electronically. Applicants 
have the right to request 
confirmation that a request 
is from SASSA in order to 
protect themselves.” 

Payments will be deposited 

directly into an approved 
applicant’s bank account, if 
they have one. Applicants 
without bank accounts may 
also apply for the grant. 
Their money will be paid via 
a money transfer.

The department says the 
SMS line was developed to 
assist applicants who do not 
have smart phones. 

Volunteers and community 
development workers will be 
deployed to assist those who 
have no access to technology. 

SASSA reserves the right 
to validate the information 
provided by applicants with 
other public and private 
databases to prevent mis-
representation and potential 
fraud. Applicants will be 
required to agree to this 
before their application is 
processed.
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Did you know?
Manual applications for the COVID-19 Social Relief 
of Distress Grant will not be done at SASSA offices at 
all and there will be no need to fill in paper application 
forms.

Small businesses must 
beware of scams

The Department of 
Small Business 
Development 

(DSBD) has warned 
small, medium and mac-
ro enterprises (SMMEs) 
against fraudulent agen-
cies posing as represent-

atives of the department.
“It has come to the atten-

tion of the department that 
an unknown company is 
requesting food producers 
and agro-processors to send 
through proposal to an 
e-mail address not known 

by the department, Small 
Enterprise Finance Agency 
SOC Ltd (SEFA) or Small 
Enterprise Development 
Agency (Seda),” the de-
partment said in a statement 
recently.

The DSBD says it is aware 
of suspicious email messag-
es attempting to take advan-
tage of the COVID-19 relief 
funding for SMMEs by so-
liciting administration fees 
to fast-track applications.

“Cyber criminals use emer-
gencies such as the National 
Disaster to steal money from 
victims, perform identity 
theft or pretend to be repre-
sentatives of the department 
and its agencies using fake 

emails to scam unsuspect-
ing recipients.”

The public should note 
that the DSBD will not be 
launching any live market 
access session on Facebook.

 “No employee of the 
department is paid either 
through emails, inboxes, 
direct messages (DM) for 
services rendered on behalf 
of the department. The fa-
cilitation to access services 

for SMMEs is done for free,” 
the department explained. 
-SAnews.gov.za

Any SMME who re-
ceives such a request 
must immediately 
report the incident to 
the COVID-19 Hotline 
086 677 7867 or send 
an e-mail to info@dsbd.
gov.za.

Information related to the department can be 
found on these official websites: www.dsbd.

gov.za; www.sefa.org.za; www.seda.org.za; or 
www.mybindu.org.za.  SMMEs are encouraged to 

register their businesses on www.smmesa.gov.za. 

• From page 1 
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Our democracy will help  
us overcome Covid-19 
We often take our 

healthy and ro-
bust democracy 

for granted. Yet it is prob-
ably our greatest asset in 
our momentous struggle to 
overcome the coronavirus 
pandemic.

 We have among the most 
politically-engaged citizenry 
in the world. A poll in 2018 by 
the Pew Research Center shows 
South Africans are strongly 
inclined to take political action 
about issues they feel most 
strongly about, such as health 
care, education, freedom of 
speech and corruption.

 The poll confirms much that 
we already know about our-
selves. We enjoy nothing more 
than robust engagement with 
our government and among 
ourselves on the burning 
issues of the day. We have an 
active civil society ever ready 
to safeguard our fundamental 
freedoms and rights.

One of the triumphs of our 
democracy is that every South 
African believes the Constitu-
tion protects them and that the 
courts are a fair and impartial 
arbiter of their interests.

I got thinking on these mat-
ters during a recent visit to 
the Eastern Cape to assess the 
province’s coronavirus state of 
readiness.

I was asked by a journalist 
whether I was concerned at the 
pending litigation challenging 
certain provisions of the Disas-
ter Management Act. This law is 
the basis for all the regulations 
promulgated under the nation-
al state of disaster we declared 
to combat coronavirus.

Since the start of this crisis, a 
number of people have exer-
cised their right to approach 
the courts. The lockdown 
regulations were challenged in 
the very first week of the lock-

down by a private citizen from 
Mpumalanga who wanted an 
exemption from the travel 
prohibition to attend a funeral.

In the seven (7) weeks that 
have followed, there have been 
legal challenges from a number 
of individuals, religious bodies, 
political parties, NGOs and 
from business organisations 
against one measure or more of 
the lockdown provisions they 
were unhappy with. Some have 
succeeded in their legal chal-
lenges and some have not. Some 
had approached the courts on 
the basis of the urgency of their 
cases had their urgency argu-
ments dismissed and others 
have found other avenues for 
the relief they sought. Others 
have subsequently withdrawn 
their applications following 
engagement with government.

While we would prefer to 
avoid the need for any legal 
action against government, we 
should accept that citizens who 
are unhappy with whatever 
action that government has 
decided on implementing have 
a right to approach our courts 
for any form of relief they 
seek. This is a normal tenet of 
a constitutional democracy and 
a perfectly acceptable practice 
in a country founded on the 
rule of law.

We have checks and balances 
in place to ensure that every 
aspect of governance is able 
to withstand constitutional 
scrutiny. Where we are found 
wanting, we will be held to 
account by our courts and, 
above all, by our citizens. Be-
sides our courts, our Chapter 9 
institutions exist to advance the 
rights of citizens, as do the bod-
ies tasked with oversight over 
the law enforcement agencies.

As I told the journalist, every 
South African has a right to ap-
proach the courts and even I, as 

President, could never stand in 
the way of anybody exercising 
that right.

There has been, and will con-
tinue to be, robust and strident 
critique of a number of aspects 
of our national response to 
coronavirus, from the data 
modelling and projections, 
to the economic effects of the 
lockdown, to the regulations. 
As government we have nei-
ther called for such critique 
to be tempered or for it to be 
silenced.

To the contrary, criticism, 
where it is constructive, helps 
us to adapt and to move with 
agility in response to changing 
circumstances and conditions. 
It enriches public debate and 
gives us all a broader under-
standing of the issues at play.

We have consistently main-
tained that we rely on scientific, 
economic and empirical data 
when it comes to making deci-
sions and formulating regula-
tions around our coronavirus 
response. To the greatest extent 
possible under these challeng-
ing circumstances, we aim for 
consultation and engagement. 
We want all South Africans to 

be part of this national effort. 
The voices of ordinary citizens 
must continue to be heard at a 
time as critical as this.

The coronavirus pandemic 
and the measures we have 
taken to combat it have taken 
a heavy toll on our people. It 
has caused huge disruption 
and hardship. Although we can 
point to the progress we have 
made in delaying the transmis-
sion of the virus, there is still a 
long way to go. The weeks and 
months ahead will be difficult 
and will demand much more 
from our people.

The pandemic will therefore 
continue to place an enormous 
strain on our society and our 
institutions. Even as we grad-
ually open up the economy, the 
impact on people’s material 
conditions will be severe. For as 

long as this is the case, the po-
tential for conflict, discord and 
dissatisfaction will remain.

As we navigate these turbu-
lent waters, our Constitution 
is our most important guide 
and our most valued protec-
tion. Our robust democracy 
provides the strength and 
the resilience we need to 
overcome this deep crisis.

Just as government appre-
ciates that most court appli-
cants are motivated by the 
common good, so too should 
we recognise that the deci-
sions taken by government 
are made in good faith and 
are meant to advance, and 
not to harm, the interests of 
South Africans.

Our foremost priority 
remains to save lives. Our 
every decision is informed 
by the need to advance the 
rights to life and dignity as set 
out in our Constitution.

We will continue to welcome 
different – even dissenting 
– viewpoints around our na-
tional coronavirus response. 
All viewpoints aid us and 
help us to work better and 
smarter.

The exercise of the fun-
damental freedoms of 

expression, associa-
tion and speech is 

a barometer of 
the good health 
of our democ-
racy. But much 
more  than 
that, these 
rights are 
essential to 
the success 
of our na-
tional and 
col lect ive 

struggle to 
overcome the 

coronavirus.

June 2020 Edition 1
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Social distancing-friendly 
SASSA payments ahead
More Matshediso 

Social grant ben-
eficiaries near 
Rustenburg in 

the North West were 
the first to use the 
cashless ATMs recently 
unveiled as addition-
al payment points for 
South African Social 
Security Agency (SAS-
SA) grants.

The cashless ATMs were 
launched by the South Af-
rican Post Office (SAPO) to 
mark the commencement of 
the rolling-out of over 10 000 
cashless ATM devices within 
spaza shops, townships and 
in rural areas.

This initiative aims to bring 
financial services closer to 
where people live as well 
as address digital, economic 
and social divides in commu-
nities. 

According to Deputy Min-
ister of Communications and 
Digital Technologies Pinky 

Kekana, the SAPO cashless 
ATM solution responds to 
the department’s mandate 
to foster economic inclusion 
through technology innova-
tions. 

How do cashless 
ATMs work?
According to SAPO, SASSA 
beneficiaries making use of 
the new ATMs need to do 
the following:
• Insert your SASSA card 

into the ATM card slot 
and use your SASSA card 

pin to initiate a transac-
tion (in the same manner 
you would draw cash at 
bank ATMs).

• Select the amount you 
want taken off your SAS-
SA card.

• If the debit is successful, 
the cashless ATM will 
print out two slips (a mer-
chant slip and a customer 
slip), confirming the debit.

• The customer will ex-
change the merchant slip 
for cash or goods to the 
same value, at their local 

spaza shop or another 
participating local retailer.

North West Social Devel-
opment MEC Boitumelo 
Moiloa says the new system 
will stimulate local economic 
activity as SASSA beneficiar-
ies will be spending their 
grant money at merchants 
within their localities, and 
the initiative will assist 
beneficiaries to stretch the 
rand value of each social 
grant disbursement as they 
will no longer have to travel 
long distances to reach grant 
payment points.

Chairperson of the Post Of-
fice Board Colleen Makhube-
le says bringing financial 
services to the people is one 
of the most important goals 
of the SAPO.

“We are proud to announce 
a product that takes South 
Africans one step further 
away from cash, and which 
will benefit local economies. 
Moreover, the strategy 
adopted by SAPO to place 

these cashless ATMs right 
where the people are, ena-
bles vulnerable members of 
society to make the absolute 
most of their grant,” she 
says.

SAPO says that in addition 
to accessing social grants, 
customers will be able to use 
the cashless ATMs to perform 
the following transactions 
safely, without the need to 
withdraw cash:

• Purchase pre-paid 
electricity

• Pre-paid airtime pur-
chases

• Bill payments (for 
municipality and 
other bills)

• Insurance activations 
and payments

• Money transfers
• Ticketing
• Transport solutions 

(loading of contact-
less transport cards)

• Balance enquiries. 

Matric rewrite  
exams rescheduled
STUDENTS HOPING to rewrite their matric exams this month will 
now have to wait until November.

Silusapho Nyanda

The Department of 
Basic Education 
(DBE) has post-

poned the rewriting of 
the May/June matric 
exams due the coronavi-
rus disease (COVID-19).

Candidates were set to 
sit for the Amended Senior 
Certificate (old version of 
matric) and the National 
Senior Certificate Examina-
tion from 4 May to 26 June. 

Over 350 000 part-time 
candidates were due to 
rewrite their matric ex-
ams, including those who 

did not pass their 2019 
finals and those who want 
to improve their marks. 

In a letter to heads of 
provincial  education 
departments, the DBE’s 
Director-General Mathan-
zima Mweli said that as 
COVID-19 has disrupted 
schooling, the May/June 
2020 examinations had to 
be rescheduled. 

They have now been 
merged with the No-
vember 2020 exams. The 
department will inform 
candidates about the 
merged exams’ registra-
tion process, examination 

centres and timetables in 
due course. 

Learning and revision 
material is available to 
learners on the DBE’s 
website. Candidates sim-
ply have to click on the 
Second Chance Matric 
Support Programme link 
on the website to access 
study material.

The website contains 
accounting, agricultural 
science, business studies, 
economics, English first 
additional language, geog-
raphy, history, mathemat-
ics, mathematics literacy, 
physical sciences and life 
sciences lessons. 

To prepare for the exams, 
candidates can also test 
themselves via an e-exam, 
which is also available on 
the website. There are also 
past examination papers, 
Grade 12 exemplars and 
information booklets avail-
able on the website, to help 
candidates prepare.
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Farmers receive 
COVID-19 relief fund

More than  
15 000 small-
scale farmers 

have been approved 
for the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) Agricultur-
al Disaster Fund, says 
Agriculture, Land Reform 
and Rural Development 
Minister Thoko Didiza.

The Minister recently 
briefed the media on the 
outcome of the Agricultural 
Disaster Fund application 
process.

Minister Didiza said that 
55 155 applications were 
received from smallholder 
and communal farmers, 
with the highest number of 
applications received from 
the Eastern Cape Province, 
followed by the Northern 
Cape and North West.

The R1.2 billion fund inter-
vention aims to address the 
effects of coronavirus disease 
and ensure sustainable food 
production post the pandem-
ic.

“To date, 15 036 applications 
have been approved, valued 
at just over R500 million in 
favour of smallholder and 
communal farmers. Of the  
15 036 approved applica-

tions, 5 494 are women, 2 493 
youth and 224 people living 
with disability and males at 9 
542,” said the Minister.

Speaking at the virtual 
briefing, Minister Didiza 
said livestock has been the 
most requested commodity 
by farmers, followed by veg-
etables, poultry and fruits.

“Each of the approved 
farmers will receive inputs 
in line with the size of their 
farming operations up to a 
maximum of R50 000,” said 
the Minister.

The application process 
opened on 8 April and closed 
on 22 April 2020, with 33 000 
manual application forms 
distributed through the de-
partment’s provincial and 
district offices, commodity 
and civil society organ-
isations. She added that the 
department will finalise its 
decision on the remaining 
applications.

R400 million 
allocation
The Minister said a further 
R400 million is being chan-
nelled to farmers within the 
Proactive Land Acquisition 
Strategy (PLAS), who were 

already approved for the 
department’s Stimulus 
Package.

This had initially been 
budgeted for in the 2019/2020 
financial year.

“It must be noted that an 
amount of R600 million had 

to be reprioritised from the 
Stimulus Package on PLAS 
farms in the 2019/2020 
budget to assist the other 
smallholder and communal 
farmers in terms of this COV-

ID-19 intervention.
“The issuance of vouchers 

to provinces will commence 
on 18 May 2020. The depart-
ment engaged the services of 
different suppliers through 
an open Supply Chain Man-
agement process to avoid 
any delay in the delivery of 
these inputs,” she said.

Minister Didiza highlight-
ed that there was a number 
of lessons learnt from the 
process, which will require 
government and the sectors, 
especially commodity groups 
working with small-scale 
and subsistence farmers, to 
build on.

Among others, the depart-
ment has noted the lack of 
proper documentation or fil-
ing of documents by famers.

“It saddens me that during 
this process many of them 
fell by the sideway because 
they could not provide 
proof that they are farmers 
or farming. The registration 
of farmers on the Producer 
Farmer Register will enable 
government to locate farmers 
so that targeted support can 
be provided,” the Minister 
said.

She also urged farmer or-

ganisations to assist farmers 
in formalising their opera-
tions, especially insofar as 
record keeping is concerned.

The Minister emphasised 
that monitoring and eval-
uation of this programme 
is important to ensure 
value for money and food 
production. Therefore, the 
department will work with 
various non-governmental 
organisations and civil soci-
ety organisations to monitor 
and evaluate the implemen-
tation of this intervention on 
the ground.

“Through this interven-
tion, we want to ensure 
that agricultural production 
continues to ensure food se-
curity for the country. Food is 
being produced at farm level 
and deliveries are made to 
wholesalers, retailers, fresh 
produce markets and other 
critical distribution points.”

“We urge the food value 
chain role players to strictly 
comply and adhere to strict 
health regulations to con-
tain and arrest the spread 
of COVID-19 as we strive to 
supply food to the nation,” 
Minister Didiza said. – 
 SAnews.gov.za

“Each of the 
approved 
farmers 

will receive 
inputs in 
line with 

the size of 
their farming 

operations 
up to a 

maximum of 
R50 000."
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Government gets 
ready for services
Silusapho Nyanda

Government ser-
vices are slowly 
getting back to 

normal after the corona-
virus (COVID-19) lock-
down in March.

Non-essential services pro-
vided by government started 
after South Africa moved to 
Level 4 of the lockdown. 

Public Service and Ad-
ministration Minister Senzo 
Mchunu advises that mem-
bers should still phone to 
check if an office is indeed 
open, before physically go-
ing there. He urges people 
to only go to a government 
office if it is absolutely neces-
sary and rather to see if they 

can be helped remotely.
Minister Mchunu says 

some departments will not 
be fully staffed because of 
social distancing measures. 
He advises that when peo-
ple visit government offices, 
their details will be recorded 
for track and trace purposes.

“This excludes service re-
cipients at service delivery 
points,” he says.

Government employees 
are set to return to work in 
phases, following a thorough 
cleaning of workplaces. 

“Departments must devel-
op a schedule for a staggered 
return of the workforce 
which will assist in manag-
ing the number of employees 
at the workplace at the same 

time, to maintain service and 
business continuity.”

The Minister says regu-
lations outlined in a gov-
ernment circular detailing 
the plans and preparations 
needed to manage COV-
ID-19 in the public service 
must be observed. These in-
clude temperature screening 
for each employee entering 

government buildings and 
the mandatory wearing of 
cloth masks at all times in 
the workplace by non-med-
ical personnel.

Where possible, employ-
ees should continue work-
ing remotely from home. 
“Social distancing is an 
important consideration 
and as such, remote work 

has become an important 
mechanism in the fight 
against the spread of the 
disease.”

He says managers must 
and ensure that employees 
with underlying illnesses 
remain at home or work re-
motely until the pandemic 
has passed as they are more 
vulnerable to becoming 
critically ill should they 
contract the virus.

If, for whatever reason, 
such employees are required 
to physically go to work, it 
is incumbent on the rele-
vant director generals and 
heads of department to take 
the necessary measures to 
ensure their employees’ 
wellbeing.

Companies urged to pay   
UIF benefits to employees
EMPLOYERS WHO withhold funds from their workers are acting unethically and putting 
already vulnerable people in a terrible position.
More Matshediso 

It is cruel and insen-
sitive for employ-
ers to not pay their 

employees after receiving 
funds from the Unem-
ployment Insurance Fund 
(UIF) COVID-19 Tempo-
rary Employer/Employee 
Relief Scheme. 

This practice has been 
condemned by the Minister 
of Employment and Labour 
Thulas Nxesi.

The Minister described the 
practice as insensitive to the 
needs of workers, especially 
when many people are facing 
financial distress due to the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic lockdown.

The UIF has been inundat-
ed with calls from workers 
complaining that employers 

have not paid them their ben-
efits, despite having received 
funds from the UIF.

“I want to categorically 
state that this is inhumane 
and employers who are 
withholding funds meant 
for workers must immedi-
ately release payments. We 
are in the midst of a global 
pandemic that has brought 
the economies of countries 
to their needs,” say the Min-
ister.

 
How to check if your 
employer has funds
The UIF system has been 
upgraded to allow employ-
ees to check the status of 
claims submitted by their 
employers. Employees can 
access their employers’ re-
cords by entering their ID 
number. They will be able 

to see how much has been 
paid to the company and 
the specific amount paid to 
them as an employee.

“We have companies that 
are misrepresenting us by 
claiming they have not 
been paid when, in fact, 
they have,” the Minister 
says. He referred to a case 
in which Unibisco – a com-
pany in the Eastern Cape 
– accused the UIF of not 
having made a payment 
following its application. 

“Our records indicate that 
this company was paid 
R539 595 on 24 April to 
pass on to their workers,” 
Minister Nxesi says.

How much has been 
paid to companies
The UIF says it has paid 
more than R11 billion in re-

lief benefits to over 161 000 
employers so that they can 
pay more than two million 
employees. 

Other payments have 
been made through the 
bargaining councils for 56 
641 employees, represent-
ed by 909 employers. They 
have been paid R155 481 
810.86. 

Commissioner of the UIF 
Teboho Maruping urges 
companies that have not 
provided the UIF with the 
details necessary to enable 
payments to be made to do 
so urgently, so that a fur-
ther 503 629 workers can 
benefit from the over R2 
billion that the department 
is ready to pay.

Just over R100 million 
has been held back, pend-
ing the provision of the 

correct details, which is 
putting these workers and 
their families in a desperate 
situation.

The full list of  
companies paid  

by the UIF is  
available on http://www.

labour.gov.za/.  
You can also reach the 

UIF by dialing 
0800 030 007.
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Cigarette ban  
will save lives

Did you know?
  You can call The 
National Council 
Against Smoking 
at 011 720 3145 to 
assist you to quit 
smoking. 
  The Cancer  
Association of South 
Africa runs an online 
programme, which 
provides support 
and information for 
smokers who would 
like to stop smoking 
on http://www.
ekickbutt.org.za.

Additional reporting by sanews.gov.za

Cancers

Heart disease 

Asthma

Diabetes

June 2020 Edition 1

Underlying 
medical  

conditions: 

Silusapho Nyanda

Smokers who con-
tract the corona-
virus (COVID-19) 

are at risk of suffering 
more severe symptoms.

COVID-19 is a respiratory 
virus. As such, smokers 
are twice as likely to suffer 
more serious symptoms 
than people who have never 
smoked, says Dr Catherine 
Egbe, a specialist scientist at 
the South African Medical 
Research Council’s Alcohol, 

Tobacco and Other Drug 
Research Unit.

Dr Egbe says that smoking 
is known to cause many 
of the underlying medical 
conditions that have been 
linked to severe symptoms 
of COVID-19. 

These include:
• cancers 
• heart disease and stroke 
• asthma
• diabetes.

 “Even if smoking does not 
directly cause a smoker to 
die from COVID-19, it could 

cause this indirectly because 
smokers are more likely to 
have the diseases that could 
make a person die of the 
virus,” she says.

In addition to this, ciga-
rette smoking harms nearly 
every organ of the body and 
generally reduces the body’s 
ability to fight diseases. 

Dr Egbe says that tobacco 
smoking produces more 
than 7 000 chemicals; 250 
of these chemicals have 
been confirmed to be toxic 
to the human body. Out of 

these 250 chemicals, 69 are 
known to cause cancer. This 
reduces the health of smokers 
as well as those exposed to 
second-hand smoke, Dr Egbe 
explains.

She says that those who 
have TB and asthma are also 
high-risk patients where 
COVID-19 is concerned. 

“So far, there is evidence to 
show that those who have 
asthma are at risk of having 
severe symptoms or even 
dying if they contract COV-
ID-19. There is no study that 
has been published showing 
TB patients’ risk but the 
World Health Organisation 
has warned that it is not 
unlikely that persons with 
TB will have poor treatment 
outcomes if they contract 
COVID-19.”

She says the decision to 
ban the sale of cigarettes 
under the current lockdown 
level is in the interests of the 
people. 

Sale of cigarette
President Cyril Ramapho-
sa had initially announced 
that under Level 4, cigarette 
sales would be allowed but 
government reversed the 
decision after the National 
Coronavirus Command 
Council consulted with 
medical experts and various 
role-players.

Dr Egbe says apart from 
the direct health implica-
tions of smoking, cigarettes 
are often shared among 
friends which can lead to 
faster community transmis-
sion of COVID-19.

“Remember, people are be-
ing asked to avoid touching 
their mouth, nose and eyes. 
When a person is smoking, 
he or she will not be able to 
keep to that hygiene prac-
tice,” says Dr Egbe.

In a country with a high 

prevalence of HIV/AIDS, 
TB, substance abuse and 
alcoholism, among others, 
Dr Egbe believes that gov-
ernment made the right call.

She says government is 
using the data at its disposal 
to take precautionary meas-
ures to continue to protect 
South Africa from experi-
encing the scenes witnessed 
in countries like Italy.

“It’s not a permanent ban; 
people must remember 
that,” she says. 

Currently, South Africa has 
a limited number of ventila-
tors and should the number 
of those needing ventilators 
spike during the pandemic, 
the country would find itself 
in a corner and not be able 
to help those who need aid.

“We have a little over  
3 000 ventilators. Imagine 
if those above 65 years who 
are smokers, happen to need 
ventilators. We will need 
over 10 000 ventilators only 
for that group alone. That is 
one of the things that gov-
ernment is trying to avoid. 
We hope that people will see 
this as a good reason to quit 
smoking,” she says.



Help for  SA’s youth 
during COVID-19
As South Africa celebrates Youth 
Month,Vuk’uzenzele takes a look 
at help on hand for our youth.

NYDA COVID-19 
relief fund
The National Youth 
Development Agency 
(NYDA) recently launched 
the Youth Micro Enterprise 
Relief Fund (YMERF) to assist 
youth-owned enterprises – 
which might not qualify for 
other relief funds – during 
COVID-19.
Funding will be capped at 
R10 000 for every qualifying 
business. Applications are 
already open and they 
close on 30 May. For more 
information, visit www.
nyda.gov.za.

CSIR says YES to youth
As part of its commitment to the inclusive advancement 
of society through youth empowerment in South Africa, 
the Council for Scientifi c and Industrial Research (CSIR) 

has partnered with the Youth Employment Service (YES) to 
prepare young people for employment by providing them with 

technical skills and relevant work opportunities.
The CSIR and YES recently signed a Sponsored Host 

Placement Agreement that will see them working together to 
equip youth with skills that will prepare them for the workplace. 

The two organisations believe that the collaboration will also 
accelerate South Africa’s transition into a knowledge-based 

economy. The partnership, which will run for one year, will see 
the creation of 66 job opportunities by the CSIR for the youth.  
Some of the youth will be based at the CSIR and some will be 
hosted through Youth@Work, a vetted YES implementation 
partner, and will be employed in various roles, including as 

mathematics and science teaching assistants; IT assistants in 
digital learning laboratories; computer coding facilitators; and 

digital learning facilitators at schools and municipal institutions, 
such as local libraries.For more information about YES, 

visit www.yes4youth.co.za.SMME support intervention 
The Department of Small Business 
Development introduced a small, 
medium and micro enterprise support 
intervention, which includes a debt 
relief fund and a business growth/
resilience facility to mitigate the impact 
of COVID-19.
The facility provides working capital, 
stock, bridging fi nance, order fi nance 
and equipment finance to small 
businesses which supply in-demand 
medical supplies. Priority is being given 

to businesses owned by youth, women 
and people with disabilities. For more information and 
application criteria, visit www.dsbd.gov.za.

Apply easily for social distress grant
Government has put a COVID-19 Social Relief of Distress grant 
of R350 a month, until October, in place for unemployed youth 
and other individuals who do not receive any other form of 
social grant or Unemployment Insurance Fund payment.
Do not visit a South African Social Security Agency offi ce to 
apply, as you will not be helped. There are various ways to apply. 
Visit https://srd.sassa.gov.za for more information.

Youth adapt and thrive course
The United Nations in South Africa partnered 
with Finland-based mobile learning service 
Funzi to launch a course aimed at delivering 
relevant and factual information during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
The ‘COVID-19: Adapt and thrive’ course, 
in collaboration with Harambee Youth 
Employment Accelerator, is being rolled out 
nationally and aims to reach three million 

youth during lockdown.
The course addresses the physical, 

mental, social and fi nancial impact 
that COVID-19 has on people’s 
lives. After learning how to adapt to 
and deal with the current situation, 
learners are directed to the Funzi 
Future Pack, which includes four 

courses that will equip them with skills 
to meaningfully develop themselves 

and help others to build a better future.
The courses are 

available on 
funzi.mobi, 

through any 
internet-

connected 
mobile 
device.

South Africa’s 
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our country’s 
future. As such, 
government and 
various other 
entities have put 
mechanisms in 
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Government gives 
helping hand to  
ailing businesses

More details on the 
scheme can be found 
in a Frequently Asked 

Questions Guide posted 
on www.treasury.gov.za, 
www.resbank.co.za and 

www.banking.org.za.

Silusapho Nyanda

Businesses that 
have been nega-
tively affected by 

the coronavirus (COV-
ID-19) stand to benefit 
from government’s R200 
billion loan guarantee 
scheme.

The scheme is an initiative 
to provide loans, guaranteed 
by government, to eligible 
businesses with an annual 
turnover of less than R300 
million. Funds borrowed 
through this scheme can be 
used for operational expens-
es such as salaries, rent and 
lease agreements, contracts 
with suppliers and other 
things.

Announcing the scheme 
during an address to the 
nation in March, President 
Cyril Ramaphosa said it is 

expected that the scheme will 
support over 700 000 firms 
and more than three million 
employees.

“We will be introducing a 
R200 billion loan guarantee 
scheme in partnership with 
the major banks, the Nation-
al Treasury and the South 
African Reserve Bank,” he 

said.
A joint statement by the Na-

tional Treasury, the South Af-
rican Reserve Bank (SARB) 
and the Banking Association 
South Africa (BASA) said 
Absa, First National Bank, 
Investec, Mercantile Bank, 
Nedbank and Standard Bank 
have started facilitating the 

applications.
Government and commer-

cial banks are sharing the 
risks of these loans. Initially, 
the National Treasury has 
provided a guarantee of 
R100 billion to this scheme, 
with the option to increase 
the guarantee to R200 billion. 

How the scheme will 
work
The SARB will lend money 
to commercial banks at the 
prevailing repo rate plus a 
0.5 percent credit premium. 
Banks will lend this money 
to small and medium-sized 
businesses at the repo rate 
plus a fixed spread of 3.5 
percent.

While these arrangements 
are designed to encourage 
banks to lend more than 
they otherwise would, banks 
are expected to make sound 

lending decisions and avoid 
reckless lending. The inten-
tion is not for banks to make 
a profit from these loans. Any 
net profits will be pooled to 
offset losses in the scheme, so 
as to minimise total losses to 
South African taxpayers.

For a business to benefit 
from the scheme, they must:

  Have an annual turnover 
of less than R300 million.
  Be in good standing with 
its bank loan payments or 
be an account holder with-
out any loans as at the end 
of February 2020. 
  Have an existing relation-
ship with the bank grant-
ing the loan.
  Be registered with the 
South African Revenue 
Service.
  Be financially distressed 
as a result of the COV-
ID-19 outbreak and sub-
sequent lockdowns. 

UIF reaches out to domestic 
and farm workers

For more information 
log on to www.labour.
gov.za or call the UIF 

on the toll-free number 
0800 030 007. 

The Department of 
Employment and 
Labour has begun 

efforts to reach domestic 
workers and farm labour-
ers to enable them to ben-
efit from the coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) relief 
scheme.

The scheme is part of a 
basket of government-wide 
services aimed at ensuring 
that the worst effects of the 
coronavirus pandemic are 
mitigated. The department’s 
relief fund has already paid 
out billions of rands to 
workers who may not have 
received a salary as a result 
of the lockdown.

In a statement, Employ-
ment and Labour Minister 
Thulas Nxesi said: “Society is 
judged by how it tries to take 
care of the most vulnerable 

in its midst. This is why gov-
ernment in general, and the 
Department of Employment 
and Labour in particular, are 
doing everything in their 
power to shield the most 
vulnerable from the worst 
of the pandemic.

Since the lockdown was 

announced, the department, 
through the Unemployment 
Insurance Fund (UIF), has 
handed out almost R11 bil-
lion in benefits to workers 
through employers.

“We have appealed to em-
ployers, especially those who 
employ domestic workers 

and farm labourers, to apply 
on their behalf so that they 
are not left wanting.

“We sincerely hope that 
employers, especially in 
these two sectors, heed our 
call. We have also enlisted 
the help of a private com-
pany which is helping us 
trace these workers through 
their cell phones so that they 
are aware of the benefit and 
either get the employers to 
claim on their behalf or reach 
out to the UIF themselves,” 
said the Minister.

Private company, Interfile, 
has offered to run the SMS 
service to these sectors at 
no cost to the UIF. The de-
partment is working on the 
database it has, to try and 
reach these workers.

According to Department 
records, at least 91 406 

domestic workers are on  
the database - however, only 
2 968 have their cell numbers 
listed and only 25 518 have 
emails.

“We appeal to employers of 
domestic workers, those who 
may have difficulties paying 
them, to ensure that they ac-
cess these services as soon as 
possible. The disbursements 
from UIF could also act as a 
top-up for reduced salaries 
and these are necessary for 
our mothers and sisters as 
they really need the break,” 
said Minister Nxesi. –  
SAnews.gov.za
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What to expect when 
testing for COVID-19
Silusapho Nyanda

Testing is critical in 
the fight against 
the coronavirus 

disease (COVID-19) 
because it gives govern-
ment a picture of what it 
is up against and enables 
it to respond appropri-
ately.

The respiratory virus is 
spread through physical con-
tact and respiratory droplets, 
which are spread when we 
cough, spit or sneeze. The 
virus can be fully diagnosed 
only through a lab test, 
which can be done at any of 
the capacitated 18 National 
Health Laboratory Service 
(NHLS) labs and at private 
labs.

The tests are done on sam-
ples collected from people 
exhibiting symptoms by 

swabbing the inside of their 
nose. Once a swab is done, 
the collected specimen is tak-
en to a lab where a medical 
scientist, medical technician 
or medical technologist tests 
it for the presence of the vi-
rus.

Dr Florette Treurnicht, 
who is the head of Medical 
Virology at the NHLS, says 
a swab up the nose is done 
because respiratory illnesses 
like COVID-19 usually pres-
ent in the upper airways of 
people. She says in the case 

of COVID-19, swabbing up 
the inside of the nose or in-
side the mouth produces a 
sample good enough to test 
for the virus. People may 
also cough up sputum for 
testing.

In a case where a patient 

is on respiratory support in 
ICU, the sample is taken by 
inserting a tube down the 
throat.

The process of conducting 
a test on a single sample can 
take anything between 45 
minutes and two hours. 

The tests are conducted at 
labs that have specialised 
virology testing kits. On av-
erage, each lab has between 
eight and 16 technicians and 
can complete 1 500 tests a 
day. 

When NHLS labs have 
more tests than they can pro-
cess, they ask for assistance 
from their private sector 
colleagues. 

Dr Treurnicht says that 
while the labs have sufficient 
testing equipment, there is a 
shortage at some point-of-
care centres.

Easier and safer way to 
get your chronic meds
Silusapho Nyanda

People living with a 
chronic illness can 
lessen their risk of 

exposure to the corona-
virus (COVID-19) when 
collecting their chronic 
medication, thanks to a 
collaboration between 
Right ePharmacy and the 
Department of Health.

The Collect and Go smart 
lockers enable people to col-
lect their repeat chronic med-
ication from external pick-up 
points, without having to 
stand in queues and mingle 
with people who may be ill.

Patients whose chronic 
illnesses are in a stable con-
dition and who want to use 
the lockers should register 
for the service at their health-
care facility. When it is time 

to collect their medication, a 
one-time PIN will be SMSed 
to them. The pin will be used 
to open the locker. 

Patients are provided with 
a two-month supply of their 
medicine and are reminded 
to collect it every second 
month. A check-up at their 
local clinic must be done 
once a year, at which time 
they will be given a new 
prescription.

Collect and Go smart lock-
ers are available in Gauteng, 
Mpumalanga and the Free 
State and are situated near 
public health facilities and 
busy areas like shopping 
centres.

Know your status
Now more than ever, peo-
ple need to know their HIV 
status because this is one of 

the underlying diseases that 
could make you extremely 
ill should you contract COV-
ID-19.

Workers from the De-
partment of Health and 
non-profit organisation Right 
to Care who are doing mass 
community screenings for 

COVID-19 are also equipped 
to do free HIV tests.

“If you don’t know your 
HIV status, Right to Care and 
the Department of Health 
community counsellors will 
give you a respectful, free 
and confidential HIV test 
wherever you are comforta-

ble: at your nearest facility, 
in your community or your 
home, making it easy for you 
to test, start treatment and 
stay on treatment,” says Dr 
Chuka Onaga from Right to 
Care.

The organisation’s Dr 
Seithati Molefi explains 
that people with HIV have 
a weaker immune system, 
which means their body will 
not be able to fight COVID-19 
effectively. “It is critical that 
you get tested to know your 
status so that you can start 
antiretroviral (ARV) treat-
ment should you be positive.

“Patients who have stopped 
taking their ARVs are also at 
risk of severe disease and 
should ensure that they get 
back on their medication im-
mediately,” Dr Molefi says.

Vuk’uzenzele

 A Collect & Go smart locker where one can access their 
medication without joining long queues at local clinics.
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Abuse victims  
need help to 
heal

More Matshediso 

Physical scars left 
by violence and 
abuse may heal 

over time, but the emo-
tional scars may never 
heal if not treated. 

The Department of Social 
Development says victims 
of violence and abuse who 
seek professional help benefit 
greatly from these supportive 
external interventions, which 
help them heal and become 
empowered. 

According to the depart-
ment’s spokesperson, Lum-
ka Oliphant, there has been 
an increase in the number 
of gender-based violence 
(GBV) cases during the coro-
navirus disease (COVID-19) 
lockdown. Now, more than 
ever, the services of the de-
partment’s Victim Empow-
erment Programme (VEP) 
are crucial to helping abuse 
victims emerge stronger and 
more resilient.

In response to the increased 
levels of GBV, government 
has developed an emergency 
pathway for survivors to get 
the help they need. One of 
the interventions is to ensure 
lockdown regulations are 
structured in such a manner 
that a woman can leave her 
home to report abuse without 
the fear of a fine, intimidation 
or further violence.

Oliphant stresses that in 

order stop their abuse and 
begin healing, victims must 
speak out and seek help.

Violence and abuse can be 
described as sources of trau-
ma on an individual adult 
or child; whereas a victim is 
a person who has suffered 
harm – including physical, 
emotional or mental injury – 
economic loss or substantial 
impairment of their rights. 

“If violence and abuse, es-
pecially against children, are 
not addressed, they have the 
potential to turn a child into 
an abuser or a victim for life. 
The emotional effects, which 
are invisible, will be felt on 
the structure and function-
ing of the brain, which will 
change for the worst and 
impact the behaviour of the 
person,” says Oliphant. 

“Counselling, psychothera-
py and psycho-social support 
will be the most effective 
interventions to transform a 
victim into a survivor,” she 
adds.  

Psycho-social support is an 
ongoing process of meeting 
the physical, emotional, 
social, mental and spiritual 
needs of individuals. 

Oliphant says the support 
of the person’s family and 
significant others are also 
important because they will 
reassure the individual that 
there is nothing wrong with 
them and that their rights 
were violated.

This support is also im-
portant to strengthen the 
intervention of professionals 
and alleviate the anxiety, 
stress and other negative 
behavioural effects, such as 
low self-esteem.  

“Untreated violence con-
tributes to post traumatic 
stress disorder,  which 
changes one’s functioning 
completely. Victims can also 
live in fear and that has the 
potential to drive them into 
depression and isolation,” 
she says.  

“The empowerment of 
victims in a holistic manner 
reduces secondary victi-
misation, encourages their 
co-operation with the crimi-
nal justice process, reinforces 
socially desired behaviour 
and acts as a deterrent to 
offenders or potential offend-
ers,” Oliphant says. 

Oliphant adds that some of 
the support systems that the 
Department of Social Devel-
opment has in place include;

  Crisis intervention and 
overnight accommoda-
tion for victims
  Referral to VEP shelters 
within 24 hours
  Linkage with local 
police stations and health 
services.

For more information 
on how abused victims 
can get help contact the 
Gender-Based Violence 

Command Centre on 
0800 428 428. Send 

an SMS with the words 
‘Help’ to 31531 or a Call 
Me Back with the USSD 

code: *120*7867#.

The centre caters for 
people with speech and 

hearing impairments 
through Skype. To use 
this function, one must 
add ‘HelpMe GBV’ on 
their Skype account. 

The GBVCC  
website address is: 

www.gbv.org.za

Childline 
gives 
children 
a lifeline 
Dale Hes

The lockdown 
caused by the 
coronavirus 

(COVID-19) has not 
stopped non-profit 
organisation Childline 
South Africa and its 
86 counsellors from 
assisting children and 
families calling in to 
seek help.

Childline provides a 24-
hour, toll-free telephone 
counselling service in all 
nine provinces. Since the 
start of lockdown, the or-
ganisation has received 
an increased number of 
calls. 

It has assisted with 
providing information 
about COVID-19 and 
responding to cases of 
abuse and neglect. Oth-
er issues have included 
children being separat-
ed from their parents, 
parents drinking and 
not obeying lockdown 
regulations, and many 
more. 

Nokulunga Mnisi is a 
Childline crisis counsel-
lor from Mpumalanga 
who has been taking calls 
from children, young 
people, families and 
community members. 

She says children and 
young people may be 
experiencing increased 
levels of emotional and 
mental stress during this 
time. 

Mnisi often deals with 
cases of child neglect and 
gives advice to children 
reporting cases of abu-
sive parents. 

“Talking is part of 
breaking the chain of 
child abuse. Once you 
talk out, change will start 
to happen, no matter 
how long it takes.”

During her work, Mnisi 
has also seen how the 
community has pulled 
together to help each 
other.

“Neighbours are look-
ing out for each other 
and some have called in 
about suspected abuse 
cases. As ever, grand-
parents are playing an 
important role by step-
ping in when children’s 
parents are not available 
or are unable to cope.”

United Nations Interna-
tional Children’s Emer-
gency Fund (UNICEF) 
South Africa is one of 
Childline’s partners. 
Mayke Huijbregts, Chief 
of Social Policy and Child 
Protection for UNICEF 
South Africa, says that 
organisations such as 
Childline are crucial 
during this time. 

“Children are much 
more anxious, fearful 
and emotionally vulner-
able. They are not able to 
play with their friends or 
go to school. So Childline 
is filling a gap in their 
lives.”

*If you are a child, parent, relative or concerned 
citizen, you can call Childline toll-free on 08000 
55 555 to report suspected abuse or neglect, or 

for any other information about safety and mental 
health during the pandemic. 
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Overcrowding  
to be reduced
More Matshediso

The Department 
of Correction-
al Services has 

the daunting task of 
curbing the spread of 
the coronavirus (COV-
ID-19) in correctional 
centres, despite mas-
sive overcrowding.

Physical or social distanc-
ing is among the measures 
stipulated by government 
to combat the spread of 
the virus but Justice and 
Correctional Services Min-
ister Ronald Lamola says 
the country’s correctional 
centres were 32.58 percent 
overcrowded at the start of 
May.

This has led to correctional 
facilities being considered 
high-risk areas for infection.

Minister Lamola says the 
department’s COVID-19 
preventative measures are 
stretched to the brink despite 
its conscientious approach 
in implementing its COV-
ID-19 disaster management 
response strategy of preven-

tion, containment, treatment 
and recovery.

In order to address over-
crowding in the centres, the 
department has received ap-
proval from President Cyril 
Ramaphosa to place selected 
categories of low-risk of-

fenders into the community 
corrections system.

Only low-risk offenders 
who have or will reach their 
minimum detention periods 
within five years will be con-
sidered for release. Inmates 
sentenced to life imprison-
ment or serving terms for 
specified serious crimes, 
including sexual offences, 
murder and attempted mur-
der, gender-based violence 
and child abuse, will not be 
released.

The President’s decision 
responds to a call by the 
United Nations for countries 
to reduce prison populations 
so that social distancing and 
self-isolation conditions can 
be observed during lock-
downs.

Minister Lamola says the 
early release of prisoners is 

in accordance with Section 
84(2) (j) of the Constitution, 
which gives the President 
the responsibility to pardon 
offenders.

In addition, Section 82 (1)(a) 
of the Correctional Services 
Act empowers the President 
to authorise the placement 
on correctional supervision 
or parole of any sentenced 
offender, subject to certain 
conditions being met.

Offenders may be arrested 
and ultimately reincarcerat-
ed if they violate their release 
conditions.

 Minister Lamola says the 
release of prisoners will be 
done in phases, starting with 
the most vulnerable – such 
as those with underlying 
health problems, the elderly 
and female offenders with 
infants.

Approximately 19 000 
inmates across the country 
will benefit, provided they 
meet the requirements of the 
parole boards. 

Minister Lamola says the 
department will implement 
further preventative meas-
ures to safeguard inmates. 

Vuk’uzenzele

Remember: correctional 
centres rehabilitate 
More Matshediso 

Crime terrorises 
citizens in their 
homes, workplac-

es and even in public 
spaces, making the work 
of the criminal and jus-
tice system important.

Minister of Justice and 
Correct ional  Services 
Ronald Lamola says acts 
of criminality cause havoc 
and pain. He explains the 
department is determined 
that effective rehabilitation 
takes place behind the walls 
of correctional centres.

The Minister was re-
assuring South Africans 
following President Cyril 
Ramaphosa’s approval to 
place selected categories 
of low-risk offenders into 
the community corrections 
system.

The release of inmates was 
a measure of reducing over-
crowding in correctional 

centre in light of the coro-
navirus disease pandemic.

Approximately 19 000 
inmates across the country 
are expected to be released, 
provided they meet the 
requirements of the parole 
boards.

Minister Lamola says the 
department has a number 
of programmes in place 
that are aimed at correcting 
offending behaviour, aiding 
human development and 
promoting social respon-

sibility and positive social 
values.

“We are inculcating a 
restorative justice system, 
which sees crime as an act 
against the victim and shifts 
the focus to repairing the 
harm that has been commit-
ted against the victim and 
community,” he says.

However, offenders also 
need assistance to transform 
their lives, he says. The de-
partment  seeks to identify 
what needs to change to 

prevent further re-offend-
ing, the Minister says.

Inmates are provided with 
life skills, empowered to 
discard their previous lives 
of crime and be prepared for 
a second chance in life upon 
their release.

To teach inmates practical 
skills, they work in pro-
duction workshops where 
they manufacture furniture, 
bread, shoes and their prison 
uniforms. 

“We have 19 textile work-

shops, 10 steel workshops, 10 
wood workshops, nine bak-
eries and one shoe factory. 

“Our workshops specialise 
in wood machining, uphol-
stery, welding, plate metal-
work, fitting and turning, 
spray painting, powder coat-
ing, sign writing, confection-
ery, jig tool and dye making. 
Inmates gain valuable skills 
from the workshops which 
bolster their employment 
prospects and opportunities 
to establish their own busi-
nesses upon their release,” 
he adds.

In the past year, the depart-
ment’s bakeries and farms 
produced 3.7 million loaves 
of bread and 6.3 litres of milk, 
in addition to vast quantities 
of fruit, meat and eggs.

“In response to the coro-
navirus, we will add the 
production of face masks 
in the workshops, which 
will significantly contribute 
towards the continued im-
plementation of preventative 
measures in our facilities. We 
are also exploring producing 
soaps internally and work is 
at an advanced stage in this 
regard.”

 Offenders in 
correctional 
facilities receive 
technical skills 
which include 
furniture 
making.
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Farmers warned 
to be vigilant
WHILE LIMPOPO’S foot and mouth disease is easing, African swine flu has broken out 
in the Eastern Cape. 

Silusapho Nyanda

An outbreak of 
African swine 
fever (ASF) in 

Mnquma Local Munici-
pality villages has been 
reported by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, 
Land Reform and Rural 
Development (DAL-
RRD). 

The disease was identi-
fied in Ngede, Nontshinga 
and Feni in Centane; But-
terworth’s Tholeni village 
and Ngquthu in Ngqam-
akhwe. 

ASF is a severe viral 
disease affecting domestic 
and wild pigs. Infected 
pigs have bleeding on the 
skin, lose their appetite, 
have diarrhoea and battle 
to breathe.

The disease is transmitted 
to pigs by contact with 
infected wild or domestic 
pigs and infected soft ticks, 
contact with people, vehi-
cles, equipment or shoes, 
and eating contaminated 
food waste, feed or gar-
bage.

The disease kills almost 
every pig that it infects and 
there is no known cure. 
The virus does not affect 
humans.

Curbing the spread 
of disease
DALRRD has put in place 
control measures to curb 
the spread of the disease. 
Minister Thoko Didiza 
says all infected pigs have 
been separated from those 
that have not been infected.

“The areas where the 
outbreak occurred have 
been quarantined; no pigs 
are allowed to move into, 

through or out of the area.”
In the past three years, 

there have been ASF out-
breaks in the Free State, 
North West, Northern 
Cape, Gauteng and Mpu-
malanga. 

In order to keep their 
animals safe from ASF, pig 
farmers are advised to:
• Enclose your pigs to pre-

vent contact with pigs of 
unknown health status, 
including wild pigs and 
warthogs. 

• Only buy healthy pigs 
from a reliable source. 

• Preferably, do not feed 
kitchen waste, but if you 
have no option, remove 
all meat and cook the 
kitchen waste thorough-
ly.

• Do not to allow visitors 
to have contact with 
your pigs.

• Before having contact 

with pigs, wash hands, 
only use clean clothes, 
shoes, equipment and 
vehicles (that have not 

been in contact with oth-
er pigs).

“Pig farmers and keepers 
should therefore ensure 
that if any swill (kitchen 

waste) is to be fed to pigs, 
it should be pre-cooked for 
at least an hour. This will 
ensure the inactivation of 
the ASF virus, as well as 
other diseases of concern,” 
says Minister Didiza.

Health and safety 
measures
Commercial pig farmers in 
the affected areas are ad-
vised that when they move 
their pigs to the abattoir 
for slaughter, they must 
have health testimonials 
declaring that the herds of 
origin have not shown any 
signs of ASF and that the 
farm has not had more pig 
deaths than normal. 

“Commercial piggeries 
are encouraged to comply 
with compartmentalisa-
tion biosecurity standards 
to protect their piggeries 
from infection. Pig farmers 

and keepers are requested 
to be vigilant and to report 
any sudden illness and 
deaths of their pigs to the 
local state veterinary office 
immediately,” Minister 
Didiza says.

Some heartening news is 
that the outbreak of foot 
and mouth disease (FMD) 
in 19 areas of Limpopo’s 
Molemole Local Munici-
pality is easing and DAL-
RRD has lifted the quaran-
tine of three locations. 

“Permission has been 
granted to eight feedlots 
to safely slaughter animals 
from affected premises at 
two abattoirs designated 
for this purpose. This 
process is continuing and 
more than 9 000 animals 
from farms under quaran-
tine have been safely pro-
cessed. Once all animals on 
affected properties have 
been slaughtered, quaran-
tine can be lifted and the 
farming operations can 
resume,” says the minister.

To curb the spread of 
FMD, buyers of livestock 
are advised to not move 
animals showing signs of 
disease, not buy animals 
of unknown origin and not 
buy animals originating 
from known infected areas.

In addition, when buying 
animals one must:
• Insist on a veterinary 

health declaration be-
fore animals are brought 
onto the farm.

• Always place new ar-
rivals in isolation until 
you can satisfy yourself 
of their health status.

The ASF and FMD out-
breaks have both been 
reported to the World 
Organisation for Animal 
Health.

“Pig farmers 
and keepers 

should ensure 
that if any 

kitchen waste 
is to be fed to 
pigs, it should 
be pre-cooked 
for at least an 

hour."
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Become a virtual tourist 
from your armchair
FINDING INNOVATIVE ways of 
doing things will help tourism enterprises 
survive the coronavirus lockdown.

SPORTS, ARTS  AND CULTURE

Dale Hes

Tour guides in the 
Western Cape, such 
as Jeremy Howard, 

are being given a chance 
to continue earning a liv-
ing, by becoming virtual 
guides who lead people 
on digital tours of the 
province’s attractions.

Through the One Day cam-
paign, developed by provin-
cial government’s tourism 
and trade agency Wesgro, 
local tour guides will make 
use of streaming services to 
conduct virtual tours, which 
are shown on YouTube. Cur-
rently, 12 local tour guides 
have been identified to lead 
the tours, which cover attrac-
tions on the Cape West Coast, 
the Garden Route, the Karoo, 
the Overberg, Cape Town, 

the Cape Winelands and the 
Cederberg.  

The tours are made possi-
ble by various technologies, 
such as photography, video 
and Google Street View. The 
local tour guides then take 
visitors through the videos, 
sharing their knowledge of 
the various attractions. At the 
end of the tour, viewers can 
pay the guides through digital 
channels.

Howard (54) is a tour guide 
who works for Energy Tours. 
He is part of the One Day 
campaign and became the 
first guide to conduct a virtual 
tour – covering the Cape West 
Coast. He says that he is excit-
ed that tour guides are able 
to use technology to continue 
with their work. 

“This is such an amazing 
campaign. The opportunity to 

be seen as an innovative guide 
leading the way in technology 
is enormous.”

Howard first got into tour 
guiding when South Africa 
won the bid to host the 2010 
FIFA World Cup. He says that 
tourism offers an amazing 
chance to meet new people 
and show them the beauty of 
South Africa. 

He says that people in the 

tourism industry should not 
despair during these difficult 
times. “Personally, I hope to 
be seen as an innovative guide 

and also an indication that 
one does not have to sit and 
wallow in self-pity, but rather 
get up and do the hard yards.”

* National government is supporting the tourism 
industry through the R200 million COVID-19 Tourism 
Relief Fund, the Unemployment Insurance Fund and 
other initiatives. For more information, contact the 

Department of Tourism on 0860 868 747. 

Industry bands together to 
support performing artists 

*For more information 
about accessing BASA 
grants, email grants.
basa@icloud.com. 

THE SHOW MUST GO ON – even if audiences 
appreciate the performance remotely, from the comfort of 
their homes.

Dale Hes

Amended lockdown 
regulations have 
made it possible 

for local performing art-
ists to follow their pas-
sion once more.

The regulations now allow 
performing arts institutions, 
such as theatres, to use technol-
ogy to stream live performances 
to viewers on the internet. 

From May until December, the 
South African State Theatre in 
Pretoria is airing a variety of 
past productions on various 
online platforms and will also 
look at streaming live produc-
tions.   

Artistic Director Aubrey 
Sekhabi says this will provide 
welcome relief to artists. 

“This is one of various plans 
and the social economic relief 
measures being rolled out by 
the theatre during these trying 
times. The pandemic provides 
opportunities as it calls upon all 
of us to review how we have 
done things for many years. 
We needed to think about do-
ing business differently,” says 
Sekhabi.

“As we establish and grow 
our digital platform, we will 
reach audiences across Africa 
and the rest of the world. This 
presents our artists with signifi-
cantly greater earning opportu-

nities when our productions are 
watched by paying audiences.”

Meanwhile, the Market The-
atre in Johannesburg is also 
using social media to promote 
artists and enable them to 
showcase their work. 

“We decided as a theatre that 
we would love to make sure we 
carry on curating exciting con-
tent, celebrating the storytelling 
of this country, the playwrights 
and choreographers. We spoke 
to actors and put together mon-
ologues that are visible in the 
social media space,” says James 
Ngcobo, artistic director at the 
Market Theatre.

The Department of Cultural 
Affairs and Sport (DCAS) has 
supported performing artists 
through the R150 million COV-
ID-19 Relief Fund. Meanwhile, 
other organisations, such as 
Business and Arts South Africa 
(BASA), have redesigned pro-

grammes in line with the chal-
lenges posed by the pandemic. 

In partnership with the DCAS, 
BASA is running the Debut 
Programme, which is aimed 
at young performing artists 
from all nine provinces. The 
initiative helps emerging artists 
launch their first album, film, 
book or other artistic piece. 

BASA also offers a supporting 
grants programme, which gives 
creatives once-off, short-term 
financial aid to cover COV-
ID-19-related medical care or 
the loss of income caused by 
the cancellation of confirmed 
events.

Pi
ct

ur
e 

cr
ed

it:
 W

es
gr

o


