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Dale Hes

Ma jor  Mandisa 
Nomcebo Mfe-
k a  h a s  b e e n 

reaching for the skies since 
the age of five, when she 
watched her first airshow. 

Today, she is Africa’s first 
female fighter jet pilot, flying 
for the South African Air 

Force (SAAF) during the 
nation’s most prestig-

ious events, includ-
ing the recent 

inauguration of President 
Cyril Ramaphosa.   

Born in Ntuzuma, Kwa-
Zulu-Natal, Major Mfeka 
became fascinated with avi-
ation when her mother first 
took her to an airshow at the 
Virginia Airport in Durban. 
At that stage, she had no idea 
that she would one day take 
to the skies herself.

When she was 16, however, 
her life changed forever. 

 Major Mfeka has taken Africa by storm and is breaking the chains of gender 
stereotypes.

Africa’s queen  
of the skies
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OKUMUMETHWEKO

Umntazana Osesemncani Uhlanganyela 
Nabanye Epini Yokulwa Nobulelesi

Silusapho Nyanda

Ikolelo yomntazana ofu- 
nda esikolweni sePitori 
yokuthi ukulwa ubule-

lesi msebenzi wabo boke 
abantu, abancani nabakhu-
lu, izamkhuthaza nakasiza 
ngokudosa phambili elinye 
lamajima aphambili emahle- 
lweni welutjha wokukha- 
ndela ubulelesi ngaphasi 
kwemiSebenzi yamaPholisa 
weSewula Afrika (i-SAPS).

N g o M h l o l a n j a ,  u - F e l i - 
stas Hamba (oneminyaka 
eli-15) naboKomitjhinara 
beLutjha bakezinye iimFu- 
nda bangenele iphaliswano 
lekulumopikiswano nelo- 
kukhuluma t jha t jha laz i 
lapho bekuqalisiswe khona 
umonakalo wobumbi bezi- 
nto ezenziwa bentwana ee- 
nkolweni.

Ukusebenza kwakaHa- 
mba ngendlela ekare umu- 
ntu woke kumenze bona 

anikelwe isikhundla sokuba 
nguKomitjhinara wezama- 
Pholisa osesemNcani we-
Sewula Afrika.

Isiqhema sikaHamba sina-
masekela waboKomitjhinara 
abane belizwe loke, abave-
la eTlhagwini Tjingalanga, 
ePumalanga Kapa, e-Lim-
popo kunye naKwaZulu-Na-
tala. 

Kuzakuba msebenzi wabo 
ukuqinisekisa ukuthi aba- 
ntu abatjha baba nesandla 

ekwenzeni ukuthi iinkolo 
zabo ziba ngeziphephile-
ko, ngokunjalo neendawo 
zangemakhabo ziphephe.                                                                                                                  

“Ubulelesi  busembethe 
soke. Nawubona ubulele- 
s i  busenzeka  ndawana, 
s i k h o m b e l a  u k h u l u m e , 
ububike,” utjho akhombela 
abalingani bakhe. “Ukuphe-
phisa iinkolo zethu kuthoma 
ngawe.” 

Bazakubeka i l ihlo eze- 
nzweni zokuthelisa noku-
tlhorisana kwabentwana, 
ekukhandeleni ubulelesi, 
ubugenge kunye nokutheli- 
swa ngethungelelwanohla- 
nganiso.           

UHamba uqunte ukufaka 
isandla ehlelweneli ngemva 
kokulimuka ukuthi abali- 
ngani bakhe abanengi abazi 
ukuthi benzeni nabaqalene 
nokutlhoriswa.                              

“Njengomuntu omutjha, 
ngijamele ukuvulela abantu 
abatjha ikundla kobanyana 
bazokuba babantu abale-
tha itjhuguluko nomehluko 
ngomuso,” utjho ahlathulula 
uHamba.

Umfundi wegreyidi ye-10 
lo esikolweni i-DC Marivate 
Senior Secondary eseSosha- 
nguve uthi kufuneka umkhu- 
mbulo onamandla wokusu- 
ngula hlangana nabantu 
abatjha nakuzakuphungu- 
leka ubulelesi emphakathini 
kunye neenkolweni.

“Abantu abatjha nabanga- 
hlumbukulidosa phambili ili- 
zwe lekhethweli, alizukuya 
ndawo,” uHamba uyelelise 
abalingani bakhe.                                                                                                                                          

Uyise ka-Felistas ulipholi-
sa, njeke-ke kulibhudango 
lakhe ukulandela emtlha-
lenakhe. 

UPhr ins ipa l i  wes iko lo 
lapha kufunda khona u-Fe-
listas u-John Mangezi uthi 
amandla wommoya omu-
hle walomntwana abafaka 
ummoya omuhle nabanye 
abafundi esikolweni afunda 
kiso.  

“Kuqakatheke khulu ukuba 
nomfundi onjengo-Felista- 
ts kilesisikolo ngoba na-
banye abafundi bakhanuke-
la ukuba njengaye,” kutjho 
uMangezi. v  

 UKomitjhinara wazamaPholisa osesemNcani u-Felistas Hamba unqophe ukulwa nobulelesi eenkolweni 
eziselizweni zombelele.

“I was researching careers 
in maths and science and saw 
a SAAF advert, outlining the 
requirements to be a pilot or 
navigator. I realised that I 
could potentially have a ca-
reer in aviation and was so 
excited that I couldn’t sleep,” 
said Major Mfeka, who is 
now 29 years old. 

Straight after graduat-
ing from high school, she 
joined the air force in 2008 
as an airman. She officially 
achieved her SAAF wings in 
2011, and progressed quickly 
through the ranks to become 
a qualified pilot and then 
captain. Today, she holds the 
esteemed rank of major and 
flies the British-made Hawk 
Mk120 from the Airforce Base 
Makhado in Limpopo. 

Flying above gender 
and race barriers
Major Mfeka is hum-
ble about the incredible 
achievement of being the 
first female black African 
fighter jet pilot. 

“I know I am representing 
a lot of people, but I have 
achieved this because this 
is the direction I wanted to 
go. At the SAAF, I have been 
surrounded by people who 
are professionals, people 
who are ambitious and want 
to be the best, so I wanted to 
embody that and be an ex-
pert in my career,” she said.

Major Mfeka added that 
she hasn’t felt intimidated 
by the male-dominated na-
ture of the field. 

“I just had to be more asser-
tive and grow a thicker skin 

emotionally. But the SAAF 
strives for professionalism 
at all times, so they view 
men and women as equals,” 
she said, adding that she 
sometimes outperformed 
the men in training or on the 
academic front.

Career highlights and 
soaring higher
Major Mfeka has flown jets at 
some of South Africa’s most 
prestigious events. A few 
years after getting her wings, 
she was tasked with flying at 
the funeral of former Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela. 

She also fondly remembers 
being part of a flying forma-
tion for Freedom Day in Port 
Elizabeth, which was led by 
one of her idols. 

“The lead plane was flown 

by Colonel Musa Mbhokota, 
who was the SAAF’s first 
black fighter jet pilot. He is 
somebody I look up to very 
much and I draw such inspi-
ration from him, so it was an 
honour flying in formation 
with him.”

Mfeka’s biggest dream is 
to become the commander 
of a Gripen jet, the SAAF’s 
premier fighter jet. 

“When I see myself flying 
that jet, I get extremely excit-
ed. I would be so honoured if I 
could reach that milestone – it 
would be a dream come true.”

Major Mfeka’s 
message for Youth 
Month
Major Mfeka said that the 
youth should never let their 
circumstances stand in the 

way of becoming a success. 
“Your dreams and passions 

are an indication of what you 
can achieve and what you 
can become. Your potential 
is not determined by your 
background. Some people 
from very impoverished are-
as have achieved really great 
things; they did not let their 
circumstances dictate to them 
what their life was going to be 
like.”  v  
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SISOKE SITHUTHUSELA ISEWULA AFRIKA PHAMBILI

#SendMe      #ThumaMinaUKWAKHA UMZANSI ENGIWUFISAKO
Thuma Mina

Together we move South Africa forward

#SendMe      #ThumaMina

Sakhela Ilutjha Lekhethu 
Ingomuso Elinepumelelo   
INyanga YeLutjha igi- 

dingwa qobe mnya-
ka ngoMgwengweni 

n jengesikhumbuzo sesi - 
bindi  selut jha leSewula 
Afrika elatjhagala langena 
eentradeni mhlana ali-16 
kuMgwengweni ngomnya-
ka we-1976 lilwisana noku-
fundiswa ngelimi lesiBhuru  
eenkolweni zekhethu. 

Ngikholwa ukuthi loyo 
mmoya wokulwa usese kho-
na nanamhlanje esizuku-
lwaneni esitjha esililutjha 
lanamhlanje, lona esele lisi- 
lwa nomtlhago osisisahlele-
ko, ukutlhogeka komsebenzi 
kunye nokutjhiyana ngendi-
ma komphakathi. 

Abantu abatjhaba, abane- 
tjisakalo engapheliko yoku-
fikelela epilweni engcono, 
batjengise ukuncama kwa-
bo  nokubambelela kwabo 
lokhuya nababuthanako 
baba ndawonye bezwakali-
sa isililo sabo sefundo yasi-
mahla yemazikweni aphake-
meko.

Ukwakhiwa kweSewula 
Afrika enzinzileko nephu-
melelako ephila ngomnotho 
oqalelela  umuntu woke 
wona msebenzi ophambi-
li eendabeni urhulumende 
ekufuze azitjheje kobanyana 
azokuphumelela ukwakhela 
umuntu woke ipilo engcono. 
Eenkhathini ezidlulileko si-
yibuyelele ngokwelakanywe 
kabili imizamo yethu yoku-
thuthukisa besihlomise ilu- 
tjha kobanyana lizokwazi 
ukuhlumisa umnotho, nana- 
mhlanje  solo s isaragela 

phambili ngokwenza njalo 
khona izakuphumelela imi- 
zamo yethu.

Nanyana ilutjha lilinengi 
ukudlula woke umuntu esi- 
tjhabeni seSewula Afrika 
nje,  kodwana solo ngilo 
elingasebenziko ngobune- 
ngi, ngilo elichake khulu 
nelitjhiywa ngendima uku-
dlula boke abanye. Nana- 
mhlanje solo ngilo ilutjha 
elibhokelwe zizifo khulu, 
ngilo elibongazimbi bobu- 
lelesi benturhu, ngilo elica- 
phazeka ngokungena nge-
hloko eendakamizweni, ngo- 
kunjalo godu ngilo elisalele 
emva khulu ngetuthuko. 

Njengorhulumende otjhe-
jako, sisiphalaza ngama- 
ndla sisebenzela ukuqinise-
kisa ukuthi abantu abatjha 
bathola amakghonofundwa 
nelemuko, bathole neseke-
lo elifaneleko lokungena 
emabhizinisini kube ngibo 
abakhanda nabavula imise-
benzi kunokobanyana babe 
babantu abafuna umsebenzi, 
abazakuqatjhwa ngabanye.

Nyakenye ngihlome iJima 
lezemiSebenzi yokuQatjhwa 
kweLutjha (i-YES), elinqo-
phe ukulungiselela ilutjha 
ukusebenza libe libahlomise 
n a n g a m a k g h o n o f u n d w a 
wechwephetjhe afuneka-
ko azakusekela ukwanda 
kwamabubulo emnothweni 
welizwe.

Ihlelo i -YES l imuzamo 
ohlanganyelwe ngurhu-
l u m e n d e ,  i i n h l a n g a n o 
zeensebenzi kunye nama- 
bhizinisi kobanyana lizo- 

kunikela isigidi sabantu 
abatjha abamaSewula Afri- 
ka  i lemuko lomsebenzi 
obhadelako,  eminyakeni 
emithathu ezako. Irhubhu- 
lulo litjengisa ukuthi eba- 
ntwini abaziingidi ezili-15.5 
beminyaka yobudala ehla- 
ngana keli-18 nama-34 eSe- 
wula Afrika, abaziingidi ezi-
5.8 babo abasebenzi.

Ngokungena kweenka- 
mpa-ni ezikulu ngobune- 
n g i  e h l e l w e n e l i ,  i - Y E S 
bekube nje seyivulele ilutjha 
elingasebenziko imisebenzi 
ezii-17 000.

Ebantwini abatjha abane- 
t j i sakalo yamabhizinis i , 
urhulumende uvule ihle-
lo lokuthuthukisa ilutjha, 
i-Ejensi yeliZweloke yoku-
Thuthukiswa  kweLutjha  
( i-NYDA ),  ehlomisa aba- 
ntu abatjha ngamakghonofu- 
ndwa, ngezeemali zetuthu-
ko, zokuthuthukisa  nokwa- 
kha i lut jha emsebenzini 
walo, nesekelo kunye noku- 
sebenzisana eemakethe.

Zingaphezulu kwee-2 500 
iinkhampani ezisasikima-
ko esele zisizwe ngeemali, 
kwavuleka imisebenzi enga-
phezulu kwee-10 000 emno- 
thweni.

N a s i z a k u p h u m e l e l i s a 
ngokupheleleko ukusebe- 
nzisana hlangana kwakarhu-
lumende nekoro yangeqadi, 
kufuze siqinisekise ukuthi 
ilutjha elimaSewula Afrika 
lilungiseleleke ngefanelo 
ukufaka isandla kiwo woke 
amakoro womnotho. Kunga-
kho-ke sizibekela efundweni 

y e l u t j h a  l e k h e t h u .                                                                                                                                        
  Sijame sisimelele ngoku-
qinisekisa  ukuthi  boke 
abentwana,  ngaphandle 
kokukhetha ubujamo babo, 
abadinywa ithuba lokutho-
la ifundo yezinga elihle. 
Lokhu-ke kungezelelwa na- 
nga mzamo wethu wokwe- 
nza izinga lethu lokufunda 
nokufundisa libe ngcono ee- 
nkolweni zethu nemazikwe- 
ni wefundo ephakemeko.

Phambilini kiwo umnyaka 
lo, umNyango wezeFundo 
ePhakemeko nokuBandula 
umemezele ukuthi ukhuphe 
imali eziingidi ezima-R967 
ezakubhadela ‘isikolodo sa-
bafundi sakade’.      

I m a l i  l e - k e  i z a k u s i z a 
abafundi abakoloda imali 
yokufunda yeminyaka edlu- 
lileko  kobanyana isikolodo 
sabeso singazobavimbela 
ukufunda emaziko wefundo 
ephakemeko.

Njengoba urhulumende 
asebenzisa imali nemitho- 
mbo yamandla engaka nje 
ukuphumelelisa amandla 
wetuthuko welutjha, ilu- 
tjha nalo kufuze liveze lalo 
ihlangothi ekuthuthukiseni 
iSewula Afrika. Ilutjha ku-
fuze lihlale licabanga ngemi-
sebenzi ezakusiza ukwenza 
iSewula Afrika ibe yindawo 
e n g c o n o  n e p h e p h i l e k o 
yokuphila komuntu woke.  
Abanye babantu abatjha 
bekhethwapha basemahle- 
lweni akarisa okurarako, 
basemabhizinisini amancani 
akhuthaza itjisakalo yokura-
ga ibhizinisi, ngokunjalo 

godu abanye basemahlelwe- 
ni wokulima nokufuya alu-
lukezako eendaweni zema- 
khabo.

B a t h e t h e  i s i q u n t o 
sokukhambela  phambil i 
sokwenza umsebenzi obo-
nakalako ekuthuthukiseni 
ilizwe nomnotho wekhethu. 
Kufuze sikhuthaze nabanye 
a b a n t u  a b a t j h a  u k u t h i 
bafune iindlela zokusebe- 
nzisa amathalentha wabo 
namakghonofundwa wabo 
ukuzivulela amabhizinisi 
babe bavule nemisebenzi.

U k w e n z a  n o k u t h w a -
l a  u m s e b e n z i  o m u h l e 
n o h l o n i p h e k e  k a n g a k a 
kukhambisana nokubale-
kela ukungena ngehloko e- 
tjwaleni neendakamizweni 
kunye nokukhambela kude 
nobulelesi nobukhohlakali.

Ngaphezu kwakho koke, 
abantu abatjha kufuze ba-
zibabalele bangangenwa 
yiNgogwana yeNtumba- 
ntonga (i-HIV) nezinye izifo 
zomseme; lokho-ke kufuze 
bakwenze ngokusebenzisa 
amakhondomu, nangokuzila 
ukuya emsemeni ngaphambi 
kwesikhathi basese bancani, 
kunye nangokunande bazi-
hlolisa ipilwabo yomzimba. 

I n g o m u s o  l e S e w u l a  
Afrika lisezandleni zelutjha 
elizibophelele ngokwakha 
umphakath i  oh luki leko 
nongcono kunaloyo ilutjha 
langomnyaka we-1976 elive-
la kiwo. Asisebenzisaneni 
ukwakha nokuphumelelisa 
ingomuso elingcono lelutjha 
lekhethu. v  
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Vuk’uzenzele

I-NSFAS Ne-UIF Zivulela Iimfundiswa 
Ezineziqu Amathuba Womsebenzi 

More Matshediso 

Njengoba ukutlho- 
g e k a  k o m s e -
benzi elutjheni 

kusesemraro ophikelele- 
ko nje eSewula Afrika, 
isiKhwama seliZweloke 
seSizo leeMali zokuFunda 
 (i-NSFAS) sihlanganyele 
nesiKhwama seTjhore- 
nsi yabangasaSebenziko 
(i-UIF) ukurarulula umra- 
ro lo.

Leziinhlangano ezimbili 
mhlapha zisandukuvula 
ihlelo leemfundiswa ezine- 
ziqu kobanyana ama-50 
weemfundiswa ezineziqu 
kodwana ezingasebenzi- 
ko zizokuthola ilemuko 
lomsebenzi emihlobeni 
yemisebenzi ehlukahlu- 
keneko,  is ikhathi  esi - 
z i i n y a n g a  e z i l i - 1 2 .                                                                                                                                        

                                    

I imbawo zeemfundi- 
s w a  e z i p h u m e l e l e k o 
zithunyelwe ema-ofisini 
we-NSFAS aseTjingala- 
nga Kapa. UmPhathi we- 
NSFAS uDorh. Randall 
Carolissen uthi umnqo- 
pho waleligadango ku-
rarulula imiraro yoku- 
tlhogeka komsebenzi eqa-
lene nelutjha elizweni le-
khethweli, khulu khulu 
abafundi abafundiswe 
sikhwama se-NSFAS.  

“Thina njenge-NSFAS 
siphambili ekurarululeni 
imit lhago [yabafundi] 
begodu singebokutho-
ma ukubona umphumela 
wokutlhoga umsebenzi 
phezu kwezinengi iimfu- 
ndiswa ezineziqu,” kutjho 
u-Carolissen.  

O m u n y e  w a b a m a - 5 0 
abazuzileko kilelihlelo 
ngu-Luchulumanco Nanto 
(oneminyaka  ema-24) 
oqede iimfundo ze-Na-
tional Diploma in Acco- 
u n t i n g  e - C a p e  P e n i - 
nsula University of Te- 
chnology (i-CPUT) ngo- 
mnyaka wee-2018.

Uthi  wezwa ngehle- 
lweli esiqhemeni sakhe 
seenkundla zokuthintana 
khona e-CPUT, la yena 
nezinye iimfundiswa ezi- 
neziqu babelana khona 
ngamathuba wemisebe- 
nzi.

“Ngizokuthola i lwazi 
lokwenza lokho engi- 
k u f u n d e  e e n c w a d i n i ; 
lokhu-ke  kuzakubuye 
kungilungiselele ubuja-
mo bamambala bendawo 

y o m s e b e n z i , ”  k u t j h o 
u-Nanto, njenganje ofu- 
ndela iziqu ze-BTech in 
Taxation e-CPUT.

U - N a n t o  n a b a n t w a -
n a  b a k w a b o  a b a n e 
b a k h u l i s w e  n g u n i n a 
ayedwa, owayengana- 
m a l i  y o k u b a f u n d i s a 
eyunivesithi.

“Ubaba wabhubha ngi- 
netjhumi leminyaka nje 
kwaphela,” kutjho u-Na- 
nto, odabuka eQonce, ese- 
Pumalanga Kapa.  

Ngetjhudu, wathola u- 
m f u n d a l i z e  w a k w a - 
State Information Tech-
nology Agency.

U-Nanto ukhutha- 
z a  a b a n t u  a b a - 
tjha ukuthi badlule 
kilelihlelo leemfu- 
ndiswa ez ineziqu 
n g a p h a m b i  k o b a -
na  benze  i imbawo 
z o m s e b e n z i  w a s a - 

futhi, ngoba lokhu ku-
z a k u p h a k a m i s a  a m a - 
k g h o n o f u n d w a  w a b o 
kunye nesiko lemsebe- 
nzini  ngezinga lesi l i - 
nganiso sebelo elifanele-
ko, ukube ngahlanye ba-
thola ilemuko lobujamo 
bezinto emsebenzini. v  

ZEFUNDO

Eastern Cape school better 
equipped to teach

Silusapho Nyanda

Pupils of a rural school 
in the Eastern Cape 
rejoiced when their 

school was given a facelift 
and received computers.

The 213 pupils of Albertina 
Sisulu Senior Primary School 
in Xolobe village in Tsomo, will 
benefit from the donation of 
30 computers, refurbishments 
and safer classes, thanks to 
the Industrial Development 
Corporation (IDC) and the 
Eastern Cape Department of 
Education. 

“The pupils had to share the 
old computers we had but now 
they will be able to work on 
their own and easily become 
computer literate,” said the 
school’s principal, Nomfuneko 
Somlotha.

She said the pupils will be 
better able to access informa-
tion for their school work and 
for research, whereas before 
they relied only on textbooks. 

“Visual learning is important 
because it is easier to remem-
ber something that you have 
seen,” Somlotha told Vuk’uzen-
zele.

She said the equipment 
would also help speed up 
teaching because pupils could 
be referred to websites as an-
othe mode of learning.

The school was also given 
added security and furniture 
upgrades. 

Somlotha said the school will 
use the donated equipment to 
develop pupils’ knowledge 
beyond the classroom and to 
open their eyes to the many ca-
reer paths available to them. v   

 Computers donated by the Eastern Cape Department of Education and the Industrial 
Development  Corporation to the Albertina Sisulu Primary School in Tsomo in the Eastern Cape.

  Luchulumanco Nanto.
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THE STATE-OF-THE-ART COMPUTERS donated to a small school in Mama Albertina Sisulu’s 
home village will open up a world of opportunity for the learners.

IHLELO ELITJHA LOKUHLOMISA ngamandla lizakuvulela 
iimfundiswa ezineziqu amathuba weendawo zomsebenzi kobanyana 
zizokuba namathuba angcono wokuqatjhelwa safuthi emsebenzini.


