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TOGETHER WE CAN BEAT THE CURDHA‘JIRUS_

resident Cyril Rama-

Pthat South Africa has

phosa has announced

moved to Level 3 with effect
from 1 June - with more sec-
tors of the economy opening
and the removal of a number
of restrictions on the move-
ment of people.

Addressing the nation re-
cently on the developments
in South Africa’s risk-adjusted
strategy to manage the spread
of the coronavirus (COVID-19),
the President says the country
will have a differentiated
approach to deal with areas
that have far higher levels of
infection and transmission.

COVID-19 hotspots

These areas have been de-
clared as Coronavirus disease
hotspots. They include the
following metros:

® City of Tshwane

® City of Johannesburg

® Ekurhuleni

® eThekwini

® Nelson Mandela Bay

® Buffalo City

® Cape Town.

Other areas that have been
identified as hotspots are

the West Coast, Overberg
and Cape Winelands district
municipalities in the Western
Cape, Chris Hani district in
the Eastern Cape and iLembe

district in KwaZulu-Natal.

A hotspot is defined as an
area that has more than five
infected people per every
100 000 people or where new

infections are increasing at a
fast pace.

To deal with the virus in
these areas, government will
implement intensive interven-
tions aimed at decreasing the
number of new infections.

“We are putting in place
enhanced measures of sur-
veillance, infection control and
management. We will assign a
full-time team of experienced
personnel to each hotspot,” the
President says.

This team will include epide-
miologists, family practition-
ers, nurses, community health
workers, public health experts
and emergency medical servic-
es, to be supported by Cuban
experts.

“We will link each hotspot
to testing services, isolation
facilities, quarantine facilities,
treatment, hospital beds and
contact tracing.

“Should it be necessary, any
part of the country could be
returned to alert levels 4 or
5 if the spread of infection is
not contained despite our in-
terventions and there is a risk
of our health facilities being
overwhelmed,” he says.

The list of hotspot areas will
be reviewed every two weeks
depending on the progression
of the virus.
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* From page 1

Opening the economy
The implementation of alert
level 3 which started at the
beginning of June, involved
the return to operation of
most sectors of the econo-
my, subject to observance
of strict health protocols
and social distancing rules.
More public servants have
also returned to work in
accordance with provisions
of the Occupational Health
and Safety Act and as guid-
ed by the Department of
Public Service and Admin-
istration, working together

with all other departments
in government.

Protocols and
workplace plans
As more sectors of the econ-
omy open, government will
rely on social compacts
with all key role players to
address the key risk factors
at the workplace and in the
interface between employ-
ees and the public.

“We will therefore be fi-

nalising a number of sector
protocols and will require
every company to develop
a workplace plan before
they re-open,” he says.
According to these plans,
companies will need to put
in place sanitary and social
distancing measures and

CORONAVIRUS

facilities; they will need to
screen workers on arrival
each day, quarantine those
who may be infected and
make arrangements for
them to be tested.

“They also need to assist
with contact tracing if
employees test positive.
Because of their vulner-

IE§

ability, all staff who are
older than 60 years of age
and those who suffer from
underlying conditions such
as heart disease, diabetes,
chronic respiratory disease
and cancer should ideally
stay at home,” the Presi-
dent says.

Employees who can work
from home should be al-
lowed to do so.

Subject to these measures,
all manufacturing, mining,
construction, financial
services, professional and
business services, infor-
mation technology, com-

munications, government
services and media servic-
es, reopened from 1 June.
The appropriate restart and
phasing in arrangements
will need to be put in place
for every workplace.
“Wholesale and retail
trade will be fully opened,
including stores, spaza
shops and informal traders.
E-commerce will continue
to remain open. Other sec-
tors that opened previous-
ly, such as agriculture and
forestry, utilities, medical

UPDATE

services, food production
and manufacture of hy-
giene products, will remain
fully opened,” he says.

High-risk economic
activities prohibited
High-risk economic activi-
ties will remain prohibited.
These include:

e Restaurants, bars and
taverns, except for deliv-
ery or collection of food.

e Accommodation and
domestic air travel, ex-
cept for business travel,
which will be phased
in on dates to be an-
nounced.

¢ Conferences, events, en-
tertainment and sporting
activities.

® Personal care services,
including hairdressing
and beauty services.

Movement of people
and sale of alcohol

People will be able to exer-
cise at any time during the

O

day, provided this is not
done in groups. The curfew
on the movement of people
will be lifted.

“Alcohol may be sold for
home consumption only
under strict conditions, on
specified days and for lim-
ited hours. Announcements

/

in this regard will be made
once we have concluded
discussions with the sector

on the various conditions,”
the President says.

The sale of tobacco prod-
ucts will remain prohibited
in alert level 3, due to the
health risks associated with
smoking.

“All gatherings will re-
main prohibited, except

for funerals with no more
than 50 people or meetings
in the workplace for work
purposes,” he says.

Expect rise in
infections

President Ramaphosa
says, in preparation for
the expected increase in
COVID-19 infections in
the country, around 20 000
hospital beds have been,
and are being, repurposed
for COVID-19 cases, and
27 field hospitals are being

built around the country.

“A number of these hos-
pitals are ready to receive
coronavirus patients.”

The President says gov-
ernment appreciates the
work that continues to be
done by public servants,
especially those in the front
line in the fight against
COVID-19.

“The safety of all workers,
including public servants,
is a matter of concern to us.
We will continue to make

all efforts for the adequate
provision of personal
protection equipment to
ensure safety for everyone
while at work.

“Our priority is to reduce
the opportunities for the
transmission of the virus
and create a safe environ-
ment for everyone,” he
says. @ — SAnews.gov.za

Tips to follow to avoid being infected

by the coronavirus disease.
»  Stay at home as much as you can.
» Remember to social distance.

»  Wear your face mask.

»  Wash your hands with soap thoroughly. Wash
the back of your hands, between the fingers and
under the nails. Always wash your hands with
soap before you eat and after being out in public.
Cover your mouth with a tissue paper when you
cough and sneeze. Avoid touching your face with

dirty hands at all times.

Seek medical help if you feel unwell. Typical
symptoms of COVID-19 include coughing, runny
nose, fever and shortness of breath. If you are ex-
periencing any of these symptoms, seek medical

attention promptly.

For more information, call the
National Institute of Communicable Diseases’
24-hour hotline at 0800 029 999 or visit
www.health.gov.za and www.nicd.ac.za
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FROM THE UNION BUILDINGS

he International Day
for Protection of
Children, which is

commemorated globally on

03 June, draws attention to
children's rights around the
world and welfare. Fitting-
ly, it is also the UN Global
Day of Parents on the same
day, honouring the com-
mitment of parents and
caregivers to the wellbeing
of children.

I want to thank the millions
of parents, grandparents and
caregivers around South Africa
who continue to play an impor-
tant role in the formative years
in the lives of our youngest citi-
zens. The encouragement, sup-
port and protection children
receive from their parents and
caregivers is essential for their
future happiness and success.

On 01 June the country
started a new phase in its fight
against the coronavirus. Many
economic and social activities
restarted, including a phased
resumption of schooling.

We have said that we are tak-
ing a gradual approach, guided
by the advice of our scientists
and led by the realities on the
ground and consultations with

stakeholders.

In the last few weeks, as we
have prepared to return to
school, we have had extensive
and detailed discussions with
all role-players in the education
sphere. These have guided our
approach to this complex and
challenging task.

Several of these stakeholders
- including teachers and par-
ents — have expressed concern
about the state of readiness in
many schools. We have heard
them, we welcome their contri-
butions and are taking steps to
address their concerns as well
as proposals.

It is understandable that
many parents and caregivers
have mixed emotions at this
time about the reopening of
schools. There is relief that chil-
dren will be able to resume their
education after a prolonged
absence from classrooms and
lecture halls. Young people are
eager to be in school again and
to see friends and teachers.

But there is also apprehen-
sion on the part of parents, edu-
cators and learners themselves.

Parents want reassurance
that the necessary precautions
should be in place to adequate-

"NOW IS THE TIME FOR ALL OF US TO
WORK TOGETHER, IN HONOUR OF
NELSON MANDELA, TO BUILD A NEW,
BETTER SOUTH AFRICA FOR ALL.”

#SendMe

MAKING YOUR FUTURE WORK BETTER
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ly protect learners. The safety
of our youngest citizens from
a health and physical perspec-
tive is not negotiable. It is our
foremost priority.

As we prepare for the grad-
ual re-opening of our schools
and places of higher learning,
education authorities have
been hard at work putting the
necessary health and safety
measures in place. That docu-
mentation regarding standard
operating procedures have
been provided to all schools.
These standard operating pro-
cedures cover issues like train-
ing and orientation of screen-
ers, timetable realignment and
configuring classrooms to meet
social distancing requirements.

We are continuing with the
process of delivering personal
protective equipment and
ensuring the availability of
water and sanitation services.
Learning, once it commences,
will take place under strict
conditions with a correctly
limited number of learners and
students.

As parents, teachers, govern-
ing bodies and government,
we are in agreement that no
school should re-open until
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all the necessary precautions
are in place. There needs to be
transparency about the level
of preparedness of each of the
schools. Everyone who is a key
role player, be they a parent, a
school governing body mem-
ber, a teacher or a government
official should be able to have
the correct information about
the state of preparedness of
each school. It is our collective
responsibility to ensure that the
learning environment is safe.

I want to salute parents and
caregivers, in particular, for the
role they have played over the
last two months. With schools
closed, they have had to take
greater daily responsibility for
the education and develop-
ment of their children. Many
parents and caregivers have
had to assist learners with their
schoolwork at home, no doubt
gaining a keen appreciation of
the hard work being done by
our teachers every day.

Once the lockdown is lifted
and more learners return to
school, we parents should
continue to play a more active
role in the education of our
children, whether it is through
joining school governing bod-

Let us protect and
support our chiidren
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ies, volunteering our services
at schools or other forms of
assistance. Parents can join in
volunteering to clean schools,
establishing vegetable gardens
or being part of neighbourhood
school safety committees.
This can turn the schools into
real, meaningful “community
schools”.

Though we may feel anxious
and fearful as our sons and
daughters leave our care, we
must draw courage from the
fact that every effort is being
made to protect them.

As parents, you have en-
trusted us with the welfare
and safety of your children. It
is a responsibility we do not
take lightly. In the days and
weeks to come, we will be
closely monitoring the return
to school.

If we follow the protocols and
maintain all precautions — as
parents, educators, commu-
nities and learners — we will
effectively minimise the risk
posed by the coronavirus.

Ultimately it is both our
personal actions and our col-
lective efforts that will keep our
children safe. Whatever we do
next, we need to do together.O



Allison Cooper

outh Africa moved

to Level 3 of its

risk-based ap-
proach to contain the
spread of the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) on 1
June.

The Minister of Cooper-
ative Governance and Tra-
ditional Affairs, Nkosazana
Dlamini-Zuma, announced
Level 3’s regulations on 28
May.

“Thanks to your sacrifices
and contributions we have
managed to flatten the curve,
but the peak of the curve
remains on the horizon,”
she said, urging all citizens
to redouble their efforts to
further contain the spread
of COVID-19 and prevent
deaths.

“Level 3 allows us to open
up all productive sectors of
our economy, all be it to a
moderate degree in some
high-risk sectors.”

In Level 3, everyone who
enters a workplace or public
space or uses public transport
must wear a cloth face mask
or a homemade item that
covers the nose and mouth.

What is allowed?

e The curfew has been
lifted.

e Alcohol sales are al-
lowed from Monday to
Thursday, from 9am to
5pm, however onsite
consumption is prohib-
ited. E-commerce alco-
hol sales are permitted,
subject to the same
trade days and times.

* Domestic workers can
return to work.

e The sale of hot food in
stores will resume, you
can pick up takeaways
and drive-throughs are
open.

* Domestic air travel for
business purposes is
allowed.

e Exercise is allowed
daily, between 6am and
6pm, but not in organ-
ised groups.

CORONAVIRUS
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The ins and
outs of Level 3

All wholesale and retail
stores, including spaza
shops, are open.
Travelling to and from
work, to buy available
goods and services and
for medical attention is
allowed.

Travel between prov-
inces and districts
for learners, students
and teaching staff is
allowed, but you need
a permit.

Religious gatherings
are allowed, but under
strict conditions, and
only 50 people can
attend.

Workplace gatherings
are permitted under
strict conditions.

e Only 50 people are
allowed to attend a
funeral. Interprovincial
travel continues to be
limited for attending
funerals.

* International travel,
but only under excep-
tional circumstances,
including returning to
work, study or a resi-
dence in South Africa
or abroad.

What is not allowed?

e The sale of tobacco,
tobacco products,
e-cigarettes and related
products remain pro-
hibited, except when
they are destined for
the export market.

M Religious gatherings are allowed
under Level 3, but under strict
conditions, and only 50 people
can attend.

Social gatherings are
still prohibited.

You may not visit fam-
ily members or friends.
Public training, fitness
and recreation facil-
ities remain closed,
except for profession-
al non-contact sports
matches, without
spectators.
Hairdressers and
beauty services
remain closed.

Travel between prov-
inces remains prohibit-
ed, with the exception
of those in possession
of permits to attend
funerals, conduct
essential services and
conduct Level 3 func-
tions.

Movements between
metropolitan areas and
districts and hotspots
is prohibited, except
for travel to start work,
moving to a new res-
idence or caring for
an immediate family
member. A permit is
needed.

Onsite consumption
places for food, enter-
tainment and recre-
ation remain closed,
including restaurants,
shebeens, taverns,
nightclubs, bars, cine-

mas, theatres, parties,
bazaars, casinos and
similar places.
Hotels, lodges, bed
and breakfasts, time-
share facilities and re-
sorts and guest houses
remain closed, except
those accommodating
remaining tourists,
persons who need ac-
commodation for work
purposes and for quar-
antine and isolation.

e International ports of
entry remain closed,
except for the trans-
portation of fuel, cargo
and goods, humanitar-
ian operations, repa-
triations, evacuations,
medical emergencies,
movements for diplo-
matic and international
organisations and staff.

e The eviction of ten-
ants is still prohibited.
However, provision
has been made for a
competent court to
grant an eviction order
if it’s just and equita-
ble.

Movement of
children

Children who go to school
have to carry permits
with them. These permits
are issued by the head

of the relevant school or
educational institution.

Adults who transport chil-
dren to school must have a
permit issued by the head
of the school or educational
institution that the child
attends.

The regulations distinguish
between children who are
moved within district and
metropolitan boundaries,
and those who need to cross
these boundaries. To move
a child legally from one res-
idence to another, within the
same district or metropolitan
area, an adult must have a
court order, parenting plan
or permit issued by a magis-
trate. To move a child legally
to a different district, metro-
politan area or province, an
adult must have a permit
issued by a magistrate.OQ

To view the full list of
regulations for Level 3,
visit www.gov.za.



New SASSA grant
restores young
man’s hope

M Thabang Ntima was one of
the first 10 beneficiaries
to apply for the COVID-19
Social Relief of Distress
Grant during its testing
phase. He used the
WhatsApp option, which he
says was a simple process.

et
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More Matshediso

habang Nti-
ma (20) of
Virginia in

the Free State says
the COVID-19 Social
Relief of Distress

Grant has helped re-

duce some of the stress
he has been under as

a result of the national
lockdown.

He is one of the unem-
ployed South African youth
to benefit from the new social
grant that is being rolled out
by the South African Social
Security Agency (SASSA).

He completed matric last
year and has been looking
for a job without luck for six
months.

“My twin brother is stud-
ying and is still awaiting
feedback from the Nation-
al Student Financial Aid
Scheme on his application.
We depend on our single
mother to provide for our
financial needs. She is not
formally employed but
transports school children,”
he explains.

“Our family felt the effects
of the lockdown because
when the schools closed,
my mother’s income dried
up. I started stressing a lot
because the lockdown also
meant that I could not con-
tinue physically going out of
the house to look for jobs to
assist my family,” he says.

But after receiving the new
grant, Ntima was able to
make a small contribution
to the family income. He was
also able to buy mobile data
that he uses to look for jobs
online and to stay in touch
with relatives and friends
while observing the regula-
tions of the lockdown.

“I have also decided that
for the six months I will be
getting the social grant, I will
save some of it so that I can
get a learner’s licence when

the lockdown is lifted. T hope
this will put me in a better
position to qualify for job
opportunities,” he says.

He was one of the first 10
beneficiaries to apply for the
grant during its testing phase
and used the WhatsApp
option, which he says was a
simple process.

SASSA says with the coun-
try moving to level three and
more of its employees back at
work, it has accelerated the
pace of payments.

By the end of May, just un-
der five million applications
had been received, including
duplications, incomplete
and invalid applications.O

Applications can be

submitted through

one of the following

channels:

+ WhatsApp line: 082
0468 553

USSD or SMS Line:

*134*7737#

Email address: srd@
sassa.gov.za

Call centre: 0800
6010 11

Website: srd.sassa.
gov.za.

More Matshediso

ictims of farm
evictions near
Roodepoort in Jo-

hannesburg were relieved

to be given new electri-
fied homes after living
in a tented settlement for
over four years.

Living in tents made it
difficult for them to adhere
to some of government’s
coronavirus (COVID-19)
regulations, such as social
distancing and practising
safe hygiene.

Less than two months after
Human Settlements Minister
Lindiwe Sisulu visited the
area, the Ikemeleng com-
munity moved into their new

Farm evictees
receive new
homes

homes in May.

Emotions were high when
the over 70 temporary resi-
dential units (TRUs) were
handed over by Minister Si-
sulu, who was accompanied
by Gauteng MEC for Human
Settlements, Urban Planning,
Cooperative Governance and
Traditional Affairs Lebogang
Maile.

According to the depart-
ment, the COVID-19 pan-
demic has put pressure on
government to find housing
solutions for people currently
living in overcrowded areas.

Already, 29 densely pop-
ulated informal settlements
have been identified across
the country and work is un-
der way to ease congestion

in these areas by providing
new homes, constructed
using alternative building
technology (ABT).

Minister Sisulu says the use
of ABT is yet to be embraced
by everyone in society as the
majority still prefer brick
and mortar. However, she
believes that ABT results
in decent homes and saves
time. Should the technology
become the norm, govern-
ment will be able to build
more houses within a shorter
period of time.

TRUs are being erected
countrywide, in high densi-
ty areas. One of the priority
projects is the construction of
1 000 units at the Mamelodi
hostels, which is home to

lkemeleng community.

I Over 70 temporary residential
units were handed over to the

over 8 000 people.

The Gauteng Provincial
Government has started
allocating and handing over
1 500 units to qualifying ben-
eficiaries in Merafong Local
Municipality. The depart-
ment says beneficiaries will
mainly come from Khutsong
and Kokosi informal settle-
ments.

There are anumber of hous-
ing projects which have been
completed across the country

and Minister Sisulu and the
respective MECs have issued
a directive that there should
be no delay in handing them
over to beneficiaries.

These interventions are
aimed at improving the liv-
ing conditions of informal
settlement residents while
enabling them to effectively
practise social distancing
as South Africa continues
to try to flatten the curve
of COVID-19 infections.O



JCPS Cluster
outlines Leve
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Il Under Level 3 urgent cases such as corruption, sexual offences, gender-based violence, femicide and murder will be
prioritised.

Allison Cooper

he Justice, Crime
Prevention and
Security (JCPS)

Cluster has announced

measures to enforce
South Africa’s coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) Level 3
regulations.

Police Minister Bheki Cele
said the JCPS Cluster will en-
sure that the public adheres
to the Level 3 regulations
that were announced by Co-
operative Governance and
Traditional Affairs Minister
Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma.

“Under Level 3, the re-
sponsibility of preventing
the spread of the disease
will be in the hands of
every member of socie-

ty,

17

Minister Cele said.

Permits for movement
Minister Cele reiterated that
the movement of persons
between provinces, met-
ropolitan areas, districts
and hotspots is prohibited,
except for persons doing so
to carry out work responsi-
bilities or performing any

service permitted under
Level 3. “These people need
a permit issued by their em-
ployer,” he said.

People who need to travel
to move to a new place of
residence, care for an imme-
diate family member, attend
funerals, transport mortal
remains, obtain medical

“Under
Level 3, the
responsibility
of preventing
the spread of
the disease
will be in
the hands
of every
member of
society,”

treatment or return to their
place of residence from a
quarantine or isolation facil-
ity must have a permit from
the authority concerned.
“The South African Police
Service and other law en-

forcement agencies will con-
tinue to monitor local and
inter-provincial movements,
by holding roadblocks on
national highways and
rotating in suburbs, cities
and towns,” Minister Cele
confirmed.

In hotspots around
the country, where the
COVID-19 infection rate
is increasing rapidly, the
JCPS Cluster will conduct
patrols and roadblocks.

Alcohol and

tobacco sales

In Level 3, alcohol can only
be sold from Monday to
Thursday, between 9am
and 5pm. Alcohol sales on
Fridays, Saturdays, Sun-
days and public holidays
are prohibited. The same
rules apply to e-commerce
alcohol sales.

“In Level 3, licenced liquor
traders can sell liquor for
consumption off-site. The
consumption of liquor at the
place of sale is prohibited,”
the Minister said.

The transportation and
distribution of liquor to

licensed premises was per-
mitted from 29 May.

“No special or events
liquor licences may be ap-
proved for the duration of
the national state of disas-
ter,” said Minister Cele.

The sale of tobacco, tobac-
co products, e-cigarettes and
related products remain pro-
hibited, except when they
are destined for the export
market.

Borders still closed
South Africa’s borders are
still closed for travel, except
for the evacuation of strand-
ed and distressed South
African citizens, the evac-
uation of foreign nationals
by their respective foreign
missions, the movement of
medical treatment cases and
the transportation of goods
to and from neighbouring
countries.

“Daily commuters from
neighbouring countries who
attend school will be allowed
to enter our borders with a
special permit, subject to all
COVID-19 regulations on
transport and health,” said

Minister Cele.

“The inspectorate, which
forms part of coordinated
security operations, will en-
sure that any undocumented
or illegal nationals who are
detained will be subject to
deportation,” he added.

In addition, no visa or
permitting functions will be
open to the public in South
Africa or at missions abroad
during Level 3.

“Asylum and refugee
services will remain closed.
All asylum seeker permits
lawfully issued, which have
expired or are to expire dur-
ing the period of the national
state of disaster, are deemed
to have been extended to 31
July 2020,” the Minister said.

Non-urgent court
cases postponed
Minister Cele said that the
Department of Justice and
Constitutional Develop-
ment will issue directives
for operations of the Courts
during Level 3.

“The department will pri-
oritise urgent cases relating
to corruption, sexual offenc-
es, gender-based violence
and femicide, serious vio-
lent crimes, robbery, mur-
der, assault and violation
of COVID-19 regulations
for speedy resolution.

“Where appropriate, the
courts will use audio-visual
communication, such as
teleconferencing and vid-
eoconferencing to conclude
urgent cases. All cases
which are not urgent will
be postponed,” the Minister
said.

Minister Cele said the JCPS
Cluster has received several
allegations relating to the
corruption of COVID-19
relief efforts earmarked for
poor communities.

“In response to these
allegations, the cluster has
developed a collaboration
framework which will en-
sure prevention, detection,
investigation, prosecution
and recovery of stolen assets
and funds.

“Law enforcement offi-
cials have established an
interim structure that will
address all allegations of
corruption and will en-
sure that those who are
charged, face prosecution,”
Minister Cele confirmed.O



CORONAVIRUS

UPDATE

A guide to the

reopening of
school

Silusapho Nyanda

arents who are

Pble with their

not comforta-

children going back to
school can apply to the
Department of Basic
Education (DBE) to have
their children homes-
chooled.

However, according to
Basic Education Minister
Angie Motshekga, in terms
of the relevant section of the
South African Schools Act,
parents or guardians need
to get home schooling ap-
proval from the education
authorities.

“ A parent who chooses not
to send a learner to school
must apply to the head of
the provincial education
department who, in terms
of the South African Schools
Act, can exempt a learner
entirely, partially or condi-
tionally from compulsory
school attendance, if such
an exemption is in the best
interest of the learner,” says

Minister Motshekga.

After being closed since
the middle of March fol-
lowing the coronavirus
(COVID-19) outbreak in
South Africa, schools have
begun to reopen, with the
department following a
phased-in approach.

The first group to go back
were grades 12 and 7 pu-
pils, on condition that their
school had the necessary
personal protective equip-
ment and other safety meas-

ures in place to safeguard
both staff and learners, says
Minister Motshekga.

She says the safety of pu-
pils, teachers and support
staff is the department’s
number one concern.
“Critical to the reopening
of schools was and still re-
mains absolute compliance
with all health, safety and
social distancing protocols
pronounced by the Depart-
ment of Health.

Any school or office that

does not comply with these
measures will remain closed
until compliance is reached,
says Minister Motshekga.

She urges parents not to
send pupils who exhibit
COVD-19 symptoms to
school.

The Minister says water
tanks have been delivered
to schools without running
water to enable hygiene pro-
tocols to be followed.

Rules for reopening of
schools

The DBE printed directives
in the Government Gazette
pertaining to the reopening
of schools and the measures
needed to address, prevent
and combat the spread of the
virus in the basic education
sector. The gazette states that
people who need to travel
between provinces, metro-
politan areas and districts
to get to and from work on
a daily basis will be issued
with special travel permits.
These will be issued by a
head of department or a

delegated official.

“There will also be a cer-
tificate issued to learners
who have to commute to
and from school on a daily
basis, which will be issued
by a principal of a school or
a delegated person. The issu-
ing of the certificates must be
done in compliance with the
regulations.

A person transporting a
learner to school must also
be issued with a permit.”

She says the school timeta-
ble has been re-engineered to
make up for the lost school
days. “In order to recoup the
teaching and learning time
lost, the schooling system
had to be re-engineered -
resulting in an adjustment of
the timetables and a review
of the curriculum in terms
of the National Education
Policy Act.

The Actempowers the Min-
ister to determine a national
policy for the curriculum
framework, core syllabuses
and education programme.

“A curriculum workstream,
consisting of curriculum
experts from the depart-
ment and from outside the
department, is continuous-
ly managing this aspect of
the re-engineering of the
curriculum,” says Minister
Motshekga.

The ban on all extramural
events at schools, including
sport, choral competitions
and choral rehearsals, arts
and other cultural festivals,
remains in place.

Psychosocial support
Schools will be receiving
psychosocial support ser-
vices from the DBE, the
Department of Health and
the Department of Social
Development to help learn-
ers, educators and officials
who are experiencing social,
mental, psychological and
emotional difficulties from
COVID-19.

The National School Nu-
trition Programme has also
been adjusted so that it is
aligned with the phased-in
approach of schooling and the
Curriculum Recovery Plan of
the basic education sector.
The DBE is supplying food
handlers in schools with the
required personal protective
equipment, including gloves,
aprons and cloth masks.O
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Course set for
post-school
learning

GOVERNMENT < deiermined that no post-
school student shall be left benind as innovative
ways are found to forge ahead despite the

coronavirus pandemic.

More Matshediso

ducational websites
of public institu-
tions of higher ed-

ucation and training have

been zero-rated.

This was a result of a
collaboration between the
Department of Higher Ed-
ucation and Training, the
Department of Communica-
tions and Digital Technolo-
gies and electronic network
providers, including mobile
network operators.

This means that access to
these websites will be free,
although some of the embed-
ded content, like YouTube
and videos, will be charged
for.

The initiative will benefit
students who have enrolled
in public universities, tech-
nical vocational education
and training (TVET) colleges,
community education and
training colleges, agricul-
tural colleges and nursing
colleges.

The announcement was
made by Higher Education
and Training Minister Blade
Nzimande when he spoke
about the implementation of
measures in the post-school
education sector in response
to the coronavirus (COV-
ID-19) pandemic.

“This is a huge step forward
and highlighted the effective
collaboration between the
department and the telecom-
munications sector. The next
step is to make data bundles
available to all National Stu-
dent Financial Aid Scheme
(NSFAS) students in univer-
sities and TVET colleges,”
the Minister said.

Data rates

The data bundles will be used
to access additional content
that is not covered under the
zero-rating agreement.

Minister Nzimande said the
department has successfully
negotiated with all mobile
network operators for fa-
vourable rates for NSFAS
students, including Funza
Lushaka students who will
receive 10GB day-time and
20GB night-time data for
three months, until the end
of August. This will be sub-
sidised by government.

He said the department
has acknowledged that the
cost of connectivity remains
a huge barrier for students
when it comes to digital
learning. To further address
this challenge, Minister Nzi-
mande aims to supply an

appropriate digital device,
most likely a tablet, to NSFAS
students registered at public

institutions.

He said access to technology
will better prepare students
for the modern economy.

While the department

“*We advise
that during
this period,
they must not
change their
sim-cards so
as to enable
network
operators,
through their
institutions,
to load data to
their devices.”

acknowledges that many
students not receiving NS-

FAS funding have also been
financially hard hit by the
COVID-19 pandemic, gov-
ernment is unfortunately

not in a position to subsidise
them. However, he appealed
to mobile network operators
to work with learning insti-
tutions in offering students
affordable device-data pack-
ages. An affordable higher
education loan scheme in-
volving the private sector is
also being considered.

Registering cellphone
numbers

Minister Nzimande re-
minded NSFAS and Funza
Lushaka students to ensure
they register their cellphone
numbers with their respec-
tive institutions to receive
their free data.

“We advise that during
this period, they must not
change their sim-cards so as
to enable network operators,
through their institutions, to
load data to their devices,”
he said.

“I just want to emphasise
that this data that needy
students will receive must
be used for dedicated online
educational platforms for
teaching and learning, as
approved by institutions,”
he added.

He said the department has
also made free digital content
available specifically to TVET
college students through
the department’s website,
the National Open Learning
System, institutional web-
sites and other sites. Students
will be able to access digital
materials which will help
them prepare for exams.

Minister Nzimande said

universities will be deliv-
ering paper-based teaching
and learning materials to
students who do not have
the resources to engage elec-
tronically or online.

“The physical delivery of
learning materials is one
aspect of our multimodal
approach that many of our
universities are implement-
ing,” he said.

However, the Minister said
the implementation of this in-
tervention depends on each
university’s assessment of
the number of students that
require this kind of support.

“Some universities have
already issued their students
with laptops — some as part
of their normal policies,
others as a response to COV-
ID-19. Alot of work had to be
undertaken to quantify the
exact number and location of
students who still need to be
issued with devices,” he said.

He added that work has
been completed and procure-
ment will commence as soon
as the approval of the Min-
ister of Finance is received.

During the lockdown,
NSFAS remains fully op-
erational and continues
to disburse allowances to
all NSFAS beneficiaries.O

Students who have
enquiries or complaints,
can call the depart-
ment’s call centre at
0800 872 222 or the

NSFAS toll-free line
at 0800 067 327 or
World Skills South
Africa 's contact centre
at 086 999 0125.
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Student shares views

on virtua

Cirst +hings First

Il Keaoleboga Motlhankane is a second-year social work
student at North-West University’s Potchefstroom
campus. She believes that it is vital for students not to
lose the 2020 academic year.

F"‘""'hi

More Matshediso

eaoleboga Motl-
hankane (19) of
Rustenburg in the

North West believes that
it is important to save the
academic year in order
to avoid future economic
challenges.

She is a second-year social
work student at North-West
University’s Potchefstroom
campus.

Given the challenges
brought about by the coro-
navirus disease (COVID-19)
pandemic, such as the closing
of learning institutions, Motl-
hankane says virtual learning
provides a great opportuni-
ty for students to continue
learning while adhering to
the regulations of the lock-
down, which are intended
to combat the spread of the
virus.

“If we do not save the aca-
demic year and instead only
focus on fighting the virus,
the youth — who are also the
future of the country — will
be more affected in the long
run. We might end up with
high numbers of school or
university drop-outs in the
coming years. The number
of unwanted pregnancies
and unemployment might
also increase, continuing the

poverty cycle for many South
African families,” says Motl-
hankane.

She is a recipient of Na-
tional Student Financial Aid
Scheme (NSFAS) funding,
which has ensured that she
enjoys her right to education.

However, she acknowledg-
es that studying from home
is challenging and requires
more discipline than when
she is on campus.

In the beginning of the lock-
down, she used to take long
breaks and watch television
but soon realised that the
routine was slowing down
her progress.

“I thought I would have
more time for myself, but I
had to work twice as hard
because there were no longer
contact lectures and consul-
tations. I stopped watching
too much TV and started
spending more time with my
books. It is not easy but it is
necessary because I cannot
afford to lose my bursary.

I have to make sure that I
pass so that I can obtain my
qualification,” she says.

Her message to the youth
this month is that every
generation has its own
challenges, and the current
challenge brought about by
the pandemic must be dealt
with by the youth in order to
secure their future.

“It is important for us to
follow government regu-
lations — only leave your
home when it is essential
and try your best to limit
your movement,” she says.O

Students who have
enquiries or complaints
can call the Department
of Higher Education and

Training’s call centre

at 0800 872 222, the
NSFAS toll-free line at
0800 067 327 or World
Skills South Africa at
086 999 0125.

More students

return to campus

WHILE FURTHER (0 0U0s Of post-school students
are back on campus, remote leaming continues for
those not yet given the green light to retumn.,

More Matshediso

maximum of 33
percent of the stu-
dent population

returned to their campuses,

delivery sites and residenc-
es under level 3 of the na-
tional coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) lockdown.
Their return was announced
by Higher Education and
Training Minister Blade Nzi-
mande when he talked about
the risk-adjusted strategy for
the post-school education
and training (PSET) sector.
He said their return is on
condition that they can be

safely accommodated and

supported in line with the
department’s health and
safety protocols.

“The PSET sector is com-
mitted to resume academic

activities in line with the na-
tional risk-adjusted strategy.
This includes putting remote
learning systems in place as
well as planning the gradual
return to various campuses

during various phases of the
risk-adjusted strategy,” the
Minister said.

The Minister said the 33
percent include the following
cohorts:

e All groups that already
returned during alert
level 4.

e Students in the final
year of their pro-
grammes, who are on
a path to graduating in
2020.

e Final-year students
who require access to
laboratories, technical
equipment, data, con-
nectivity and access to
residence and private
accommodation.

e Students in all years
of study who require
clinical training in their
programmes (provided
that the clinical training
platforms have suf-
ficient space and can
accommodate them
while adhering to the
safety protocols).

* Post-graduate students

who require laboratory
equipment and other
technical equipment to
undertake their studies.

In addition to the above,
the Minister said institutions
may also consider the select-
ed return to residences of
other categories of students
who may face extreme diffi-
culties in their home learning
environments, provided that
the above categories are pri-
oritised, and all safety and
logistical requirements are
met.

This only applies to institu-
tions based in districts that
moved to level 3, depending
on the readiness and capacity
of each institution.

He emphasised that it is
critical to ensure campuses
remain committed to effec-
tive health screening and
cleaning protocols to keep
everyone safe.

Students not yet allowed
to return to campus will
be supported through re-
mote multimodal teaching,
learning and assessment.®
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SA from the coronavirus

Dale Hes

r Nokukhanya
Khanyile (28)
works in the pae-

diatric department at the
Rahima Moosa Mother
and Child Hospital in Jo-
hannesburg. As a young

doctor, she knows all
about the potential dan-
gers of the coronavirus
(COVID-19).

She says her hospital is one
of the many public hospitals
in Gauteng that have adapt-
ed to the arrival of the virus.

“Our entire approach to
patients with respiratory
illnesses has changed. Our
wards have now been set
up according to low-risk
and high-risk patients. We
also have to carry our own
hand sanitiser and wear a
surgical mask for the entire
workday,” says Dr Khanyile.

“As a result of the national
lockdown, I was
better able to
help ill pa-

tients who
needed
assis-
tance as
hospitals
were less
busy with
non-urgent
or trau-

M Dr Nokukhanya
Khanyile. |

ma-related complaints. I
was able to spend more
time understanding pa-
tient conditions and
giving appropri-
ate feedback,”
she explains.
Gauteng was
originally the
country’s main
COVID-19 hot-
spot, but the inter-
ventions put
in place

b y

gov-

ernment

have kept the number of
cases relatively low. This has
included training healthcare
workers in best practices to
prevent the spread of the
virus, as well as dealing with
COVID-19 cases.

“The most impressive
thing has been the constant
communication with em-
ployees, especially through
social media pages,” she
says.

As she continues her es-
sential work in healthcare,
Dr Khanyile encourages the
youth to be at the frontlines
of fighting COVID-19 by
following good hygiene
practices and practising
social distancing.

“The most important thing
to remember is that you
need not panic; you are the
frontline of defence in this
pandemic. If you do all of
the right things to keep safe,

then medical professionals
or essential workers have
less of a chance of being
exposed to the virus and,
because we are the last line
of defence, we have a better
chance of minimising the
spread.”

She says that the youth
have a responsibility to
learn from their elders and
mentors, in order to create
a better South Africa for the
future.

“As young people, we
are the ones who will be
carrying the baton into the
future. It is up to us to learn
as much as we can now
from our leaders in order to
make wise decisions when
it is our time to make laws,
when we eventually take
their places. It may seem
far away but we are strong-
er together than alone.”®

Policeman puts
service above self

Silusapho Nyanda

young police
officer is help-
ing feed elder-

ly community members

who have been impacted
by the coronavirus (COV-

ID-19) in the township
of Kraaifontein in Cape
Town.

South African Police Ser-
vice Constable Kwyo Louw
(26) has started a food dona-
tion drive for the elderly in
his community. Louw says
many elderly people in his
area are dependent on soup
kitchens and because of the
transport restrictions that
were initially enforced dur-
ing the national lockdown,
they battled to get there.

“They would go to bed
hungry because they had
no one to send to get
food for them.
I chose to
bring the
food

to the

peo-
ple,”
h e

says.

M Constable
Kwyo Louw.

L
M South Africa Police Service Constable Kwyo Louw
assisting community members.

The food donations — made
up of vegetables, starches
and other basic goods —
are coordinated through
the KraaiLove WhatsApp
group Louw created. The
seven-member group finds
struggling families and
alerts Louw to their plight.
Louw then organises food
for the group through his

contacts. Once that is done,
the food is then handed over
to the families.

In addition to supplying
food parcels, the police
officer also runs two soup
kitchens which feed over
600 people. The KraaiLove
WhatsApp group members
also help people with sani-
tisation to keep themselves

safe from the virus.

Louw says the commu-
nity is riddled with drugs
and crime, which is what
motivated him to start
community development
initiatives. “I want to make a
difference in my community
because when I was growing
up here, I would regularly
see people selling drugs and
witness people being killed
in front me. This pushed
me to become a community
worker,” Louw says.

He hopes to extend his out-
reach work to people living
with addiction and says
rather than chasing them
away, he would like to assist
them with food parcels.

The work done by Louw
to develop his community
recently earned him a sur-
prise call from the Western
Cape MEC of Community
Safety, Albert Fritz. Fritz
said Louw showcases that
the role of a police officer is
not simply enforcement but
also to look out for those
most vulnerable and play
a part in addressing so-
cio-economic challenges.®
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Chepa Streetwear rises
above COVID-19

Dale Hes

ashion business
owner Dumi Mahl-
angu’s hard work

and creativity is an inspi-

ration to young entrepre-
neurs, especially those who
may have been affected by
the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) pandemic.

Mahlangu (35) is the owner
of one of South Africa’s hot-
test up-and-coming fashion
brands — Chepa Streetwear.
In 2017, he made the move
from an insurance and invest-
ment company to follow his
passion for fashion.

After starting the business
from scratch, the entrepre-
neur began selling his clothes
on WhatsApp and through
word of mouth.

“The transition was hard
but very exciting, which has
made the journey even more
rewarding.”

Thinking of ways to expand
his business, Mahlangu got
in touch with emerging
online retailers and taught
himself more about selling
products online. Today, his
stylish clothes are delivered
around the country and also
internationally. The business
employs 12 permanent staff
members.

During the national lock-
down, Mahlangu had to
stop production for a month
but used the opportunity to
focus more on the potential
of online sales.

“The majority of South Af-
ricans still don’t trust buying
items online. So we devel-
oped videos to teach people
how to buy online. We had to
prove that it is secure. COV-
ID-19 has so many disadvan-
tages, but it also opened up
opportunities to really grow
online platforms.”

Typical of the entrepreneur,

I Dumi Mahlangu has managed to grow his clothing
business online because of the challenges he faced as an
entrepreneur during the lockdown.

Mahlangu also looked athow
he could develop new prod-
ucts during the pandemic
and the result is a line of
fashionable face masks.
“South Africans like nice
clothes and they like to look
good. So apart from want-
ing the masks, the clients

Silusapho Nyanda

youth-owned
restaurant has
been kept afloat

through a R10 000 cash in-
jection from the National

Youth Development Agen-
cy (NYDA).

The Tosh, a coffee shop in
the heart of Klerksdorp, was
funded under the NYDA's
Youth Micro Enterprise
Relief Fund as part of gov-
ernment’s efforts to help
capitalise businesses that
have been impacted by the
coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic.

Owners of The Tosh Kat-
lego Matlala (28) and Jason
Mfusi (28) received the mon-
ey three weeks after filing
their applications. Matlala
says the funding has helped

will often also take the
matching jacket! This really
helped us to stay afloat
during these tough times.
You need to get creative.”

Top tips for young
entrepreneurs
For Youth Month, Mahlan-

gu says that young people
who want to be entrepre-
neurs should not wait for
opportunities to fall from
the sky.

“A lot of people wait for
things to happen or wait
for an opportunity to come
along. The truth is that this
doesn’t happen unless you
are very lucky. I encourage
you to create something and
trust in yourself. When you
do that, other people will buy
into your vision and trust in
it too,” he says.

He adds that you don’t need
huge amounts of money to
start a business.

“Many people don’t under-
stand the power of bartering.
For example, if you are
selling vegetables, then find
someone with a bakkie. Ask
them if they can deliver veg-
etables to clients, in exchange
for your products. This helps
you build your client base.”®

NYDA serves d
hope to coffee

Il Owners of The Tosh coffee shop in Klerksdorp Katlego
Matlala and Jason Mfusi had their business funded by the
NDYA's Youth Micro Enterprise Fund.

them stay afloat as they wait
for restaurants to be given
the go-ahead to open.

The R10 000 was used to
pay a portion of the salaries
of the restaurant’s chef and
two waitresses, and was also

put towards overheads such
as rent and electricity.
When applying for the
funding, Matlala says they
went onto the NYDA's
website and downloaded the
application forms. She says

with the help of a consultant
from the NYDA, they com-
pleted the application form

and attached the necessary
documents, including fi-
nancial statements and a
business operation certificate
from the municipality.

“We were listening to the
President’s announcement
of stimulus packages for
businesses and after that,
we scoured the internet for
funding opportunities as our
business was temporarily
shut down,” says Matlala.

The popular coffee shop -
which serves pasta, burgers
and pizza, among other
things — was growing in
leaps and bounds when
COVID-19 hit.

“Iwas very excited with the
progress we were making
but am not sure how things

will be when we reopen as
our business is a sit-down
restaurant,” Matlala says.
One of The Tosh’s success-
ful pre-COVID-19 initiatives
was its delivery service to
the surrounding offices. “We
were still severely impacted
by the lockdown in level 4
because our deliveries were
mainly to the office parks
around our restaurant and
when they were shut, we
lost alot of clients,” she says.
The owners of the coffee
shop are looking to add
traditional dishes to their
menu in a bid to attract new
clientele after the lockdown.
Fortunately, Matlata says
they had managed to ne-
gotiate a deal with their
landlord to pay only 40
percent of the restaurant’s
rent during the lockdown.®

11
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Red Dot taxis assist in the

Dale Hes

new taxi service
in the Western
Cape is provid-

ing safe transport to our

public healthcare heroes,
as well as to patients who
have been diagnosed with
coronavirus (COVID-19).

The Red Dot service is a
partnership between the
minibus taxi industry and
the Western Cape Govern-
ment. It makes use of 100
minibus taxis, marked with
red dot stickers, which are
delivering critical transport
services as part of the fight
against COVID-19.

During the lockdown, the
service has been transport-
ing healthcare workers in
the evenings. The second
part of the project involves
transporting suspected or
confirmed COVID-19 pa-
tients to safe quarantine and
isolation facilities.

“Because many people
are unable to quarantine
or isolate themselves, the
Department of Health has
established public quaran-
tine and isolation facilities
across the Western Cape,”
says Transport and Public
Works MEC Bonginkosi
Madikizela. “Red Dot
supports the effective func-
tioning of these facilities by
providing safe transport for
those who need it,” he says.

The minibuses follow ex-
tremely strict hygiene stand-
ards, including cleaning and
sanitisation of vehicles after
every trip, the use of masks
and appropriate protective
gear and a less than 50 per-
cent capacity.

“As government, we will
carefully monitor the ser-
vice with trackers and an
intelligent transport system
linked to the department’s
Transport Hub, as well as
on-the-ground monitoring,”
says Madikizela.

M A Partnership between the Western Cape Department
industry of health and the minibus taxi industry ensures
that healthcare workers are transported safely.

Meanwhile, the partner-
ship is also strengthening
the relationship between
government and the mini-

bus taxi industry.

“The minibus taxi industry
is critical for the functioning
of the economy and, ordi-

fight against COVID-19

narily, transports millions
of people per day, including
essential service workers.
Like many other businesses,
the industry has been hard
hit by the lockdown. The
Western Cape Government
has and will continue to
work with the minibus taxi
industry to ensure that these
essential services continue
to operate,” he says.

A new company called
Umanyano Travel Services
was established to provide
the Red Dot service. Direc-
tor of the company Nazeem
Abdurahman says the
taxi industry is extremely
grateful that government
approached them to fulfil
this important transport
function.

“Instead of the healthcare
workers being stranded
without transport or hav-
ing to take four or five taxis
to get home, they can now
use our service to be trans-
ported safely in one trip.” O

centre of ending
GBY

Allison Cooper

t is every person’s re-
Isponsibility to fight
gender-based vio-
lence (GBV) in South Af-

rica. This is according to
Israel Lehlokwe Sekgale
(27) who is a Social Work
Services Manager at the
Greater Benoni Child Wel-
fare since 2018.

In his job and on a personal
level, Sekgale does all he can
to fight against GBV and is
involved with various social
media groups that tackle the
issue.

“I realised that if I don’t
take a stand against GBV, no
one will. I believe it's every
person’s responsibility to
fight against GBV. If we all
put in the effort, we could
have a violence-free society,”
he says.

Sekgale believes that no
one deserves to be treated
the way we see in the news-
papers every day. “GBV is
disturbing and disgusting.
I always talk about raising a
boy child well because they
will have problems in the
future if they are not raised
properly. This is why we

have aggressive men today,”
says Sekgale.

“Fatherhood should be
taken seriously and fathers
should mentor their boy
children to learn to talk
about their feelings instead
of acting them out. Boy chil-
dren should not be taught
to be strong and ‘never cry’,
like most African cultures
encourage, as they bottle up
their anger and only show it
later when they feel power-
ful,” he adds.

According to Sekgale, gen-
der roles in families should
be blended and no gender
should be superior to the
other.

“Families should teach their
children to speak up about
these issues and not tolerate
any level of abuse, even if it
seems small. Some people,
because of their family back-
grounds, don’t see anything
wrong with GBV because
they are used to living with
itand have normalised it. Itis
very wrong and these people
need to be helped.”

Sekgale conducted research

into absent fathers during his
social work master’s degree
in 2018. “It showed the neg-
ative effects an absent father
has on a child,” he confirmed.

Benoni Child Welfare
Greater Benoni Child Wel-
fare, a registered non-profit
organisation, renders services
to the Daveyton and Benoni
communities. “We work spe-
cifically with child-related
matters, but cannot work
with the children in isolation
as they come from families,”
says Sekgale.

Benoni Child Welfare works
with all children, regardless
of their gender, to combat
abuse and educate its clients
about GBV.

Italsohas a place of safety for
20 children and offers various
services to its community.®

For more information,
visit http://
benonichildwelfare.org.
za.
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WORKPLACE
PROTOCOLS

WHEN CAN | LEAVE MY HOME?

You must remain at home at all times, except to:
¢ Travel to and from work
¢ Attend a school or learning institution once

To keep workers safe,
employers must:

these are opened e Minimise the number
e Purchase goods or obtain services that are of employees at the
allowed at Level 3 workplace at any given time through
e Exercise, between 6am and 6pm, rotation, staggered working hours, shift
and not in groups systems, remote working arrangements
¢ Move children between homes, where or similar measures, to limit congestion in
permitted public transport and at the workplace
¢ Attend a place of worship e Make arrangements for social distancing at
work
You must wear a cloth face mask whenever in public e Provide sanitiser or facilities for hand-
washing

e Sanitise surfaces regularly
e Screen employees for symptoms daily and
assist those at risk to seek treatment

ECONOMIC SECTORS

* All economic sectors are permitted to
operate, except for high-risk activities that
remain restricted

WHAT GOODS CAN | PURCHASE?

¢ All retail outlets will be
e Consumption of food and alcohol in restaurants, bars, open, with stringent

shebeens and taverns health protocols in place

* Personal care services where social distancing is not * Alcohol will be sold under
possible strict conditions, from

Mondays to Thursdays

between 9am and 5pm

e Hotels and accommodation for leisure

e Domestic air travel, except for essential work travel

e Conferences, events and gatherings

e Cinemas, theatres, museums and other entertainment
venues

e Gyms and fitness centres

e Beaches, public parks, sports grounds and swimming
pools

+ The sale of cigarettes and other
tobacco products remains prohibited

PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS’

EMPLOYMENT
PROTECT YOURSELF AND OTHERS

¢ All staff employed by

e Most people who are infected with COVID-19 2 I — orivate households may
have no symptoms | Y . return to work, and

® You may be spreading the virus without \ employers must take
knowing it @ measures {o ensure a

* Wear a mask, wash your hands regularly and safe working environment

keep your distance from others at all times

WHATSAPP SUPPORT .
0600 123 456 7
EMERGENCY NUMBER

0800 029 999

sacoronavirus.co.za
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SUMMARY OF LEVEL 3 REGULATIONS

SAFE
] | ALERTLEVEL3 |

o[ ff

OUR COVID-19

HOTSPOTS PREVENTION TOOLBOX

Hotspots will be determined based on the

number of active cases per 100,000 in the

population, the rate of increase in active

cases, and the capacity of the health system.

Special measures will apply in hotspot areas:

¢ Movement in and out of hotspot areas may
be restricted

e Dedicated, multidisciplinary teams will be deployed to contain the outbreak,
including epidemiologists, doctors, nurses and community health workers Avoiding crowds and gatherings

e Each hotspot will be linked to testing and quarantine facilities, and Screen employees for symptoms daily and assist those
additional hospital beds where necessary at risk to seek treatment

¢ All contacts will be traced and isolated to prevent further transmission

At Level 3, we need to take personal
responsibility for our safety and the

safety of others:

e Keeping a distance of one-and-a-half
metres from other people

Regularly washing or sanitising your hands
Wearing a cloth mask in public

Cleaning surfaces regularly

SPECIAL MEASURES FOR THE

MOST VULNERABLE
GATHERINGS
e All those above the age of 60, h
All gatherings are prohibited, except for: and those with underlying
¢ Places of worship with 50 people or less, medical conditions, '
depending on the size of the venue, and should leave home only in
following strict health protocols exceptional circumstances
e Funerals, with specific restrictions e Employers should allow them to work from
e Workplaces, with social distancing guidelines adhered to home where possible, or put special measures
e Agricultural auctions in place to facilitate their safety at work

e Professional non-contact sports matches, but with no spectators

EVICTIONS
N 115
e No person MAY BE EVICTED ’@\
from his or her land or home
during the period of Alert e
Level 3
e A court may grant an eviction order, but

this will be stayed and suspended until the end
of Alert Level 3

MOVEMENT BETWEEN PROVINCES

Movement between provinces is

prohibited, except for:

e Carrying out work responsibilities or performing any
service permitted under alert Level 3, where a permit
has been issued

¢ Moving to a new place of residence

e Moving to care for an immediate family member

¢ Members of Parliament performing oversight responsibilities

¢ | earners commuting to attend schools or institutions of higher learning

¢ Attendance of funerals, and transportation of mortal remains

CLOSURE OF BORDERS

¢ Obtaining medical treatment All borders of the Republic

¢ Persons who are returning to their place of residence from a quarantine or remain Closed, except for the
isolation facility transportation of goods,

e Transportation of fuel, cargo and goods repatriation of South Africans and

evacuation of foreign nationals

FUNERALS
You may travel to attend a funeral if you
are a: Attendance at a funeral is limited to 50 people,
* Spouse or partner of the deceased and a permit must be obtained from a magistrate
¢ Child of the deceased, whether biological,adopted or or police station
stepchild
* Child-in-law of the deceased During a funeral, all hygienic conditions and distancing

e Parent of the deceased, whether biological, adopted or stepparent measures must be followed to limit exposure of persons at the
e Sibling, whether biological, adopted or stepbrother or sister of the funeral to COVID-19

deceased
e Grandparent of the deceased

WHATSAPP SUPPORT

EMERGENCY NUMBER

sacoronavirus.co.za

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA



Silusapho Nyanda

our guides whose
livelihoods are af-
fected by the coro-

navirus disease (COV-
ID-19) are set to benefit
from a Department of Tour-

ism fund.
Minister of Tourism
Mmamoloko Kubayi-Ngu-

bane says the department

CORONAVIRUS

UPDATE

has created a R30 million
fund that will assist guides
who work as freelancers and
independent contractors. The
fund will provide financial
relief over a period of two to
three months.
The beneficiaries will in-
clude:
e Tour guides who are
registered with the
registrar in terms of the

Tourism Act.

* Freelancers or inde-
pendent contractors
without job security, in
other words tour guides
who are not employed
by any company and
have not formed their
own companies.

Independent tour guides

were not included in the
Department of Tourism’s
Tourism Relief Fund, which
assisted businesses impact-
ed by COVID-19. This fund
provides a once-off R50 000
grant to subsidise expenses
towards fixed costs, opera-
tional costs and other pres-
sure-cost items. Over 6 000
applications were received.
Of these, 2 495 came from
businesses that provide ac-
commodation services, 1 825
from the hospitality sector,
1 780 from travel-related
service operators and in 662

Tour guides included
in new relief fund

from other tourism business-
es.

Minister Kubayi-Ngubane
says tourism businesses are
fighting for survival and that
almost 600 000 jobs could be
lost if the sector does not
reopen by September.

“Although we will be grad-
ually opening up the sector in
the coming months, depend-
ing on how the virus spreads,
we expect that the sector will
only fully recover towards
the end of this year.

“We are working closely
with the sector to develop
the necessary protocols and
guidelines. I have tasked the
South African Tourism (SAT)
CEO with driving the process
of developing a draft tour-
ism recovery plan for South
Africa.”

SAT has been hosting week-
ly webinars with various
tourism stakeholders to get

their inputs on a post-COV-
ID-19 tourism sector.

When the country entered
level 3 of the lockdown, sev-
eral tourism industry-related
businesses were allowed to
reopen, including profes-
sional services such as tour
guides, tour operators and
travel agents; public and
private game farms for self-
drive excursions and hunting
and gaming activities, to
name a few.

“The hunting industry
contributes an estimated R2
billion in direct spending
annually to the tourism
sector and it also contrib-
utes to employment in rural
areas so this is an important
step towards the recovery
of the sector,” says Min-
ister Kubayi-Ngubane.O

For more information
about claiming from the
fund for tour guides,
contact the Department
of Tourism at 0860
868 747 or visit www.
tourism.gov.za

Youth rewarded for smart

COVID-19 behaviour

Dale Hes

outh African online
rewards platform

Zlto has been re-
warding youth for being
positive role models and
taking responsible actions
during the coronavirus
(COVID-19) crisis.

Zlto (pronounced ‘Zlato’) is
a unique platform which was
developed in 2016 to help the
youth earn an income for vol-
unteering, learning and do-
ing good. Co-founder Allan
van der Meulen (24) came up
with the idea after attending
a workshop at technology
non-profit company RLabs.

“Growing up in the Cape
Flats, youth unemployment
is a huge problem. Many
people feel there is no alter-
native and for a long time,
that is what I thought,” says
Van der Meulen.

The RLabs workshop
changed Van der Meulen’s

I Members of the Zlto team with Allan van der Meulen in the right bottom corner.

thinking. He realised that
young people are not lazy,
they simply lack the oppor-
tunities needed to turn their
lives around.

This gave rise to Zlto, which
promotes community action
and helps young people gain
the skills they need to secure
jobs. The online platform
can be easily accessed from
any entry-level smartphone.
Users who register for free

on the platform can perform
certain tasks to gain currency,
which they can exchange for
electricity, airtime, Shoprite
goods and transport money.
During the COVID-19
pandemic, Zlto decided to re-
ward young South Africans
for practising good hygiene
and trying to support them-
selves through the crisis.
Through the ‘Stay Home,
Keep Safe’ initiative, young

people are rewarded for tasks
such as washing their hands,
cleaning their homes and car-
ing for loved ones. They are
also rewarded for applying
for government’s R350 Social
Relief of Distress Grant.
“We realised many of our
young people had little to do.
We created tasks that would
prevent COVID-19 spread
such as adding the govern-
ment’s Covid 19 WhatsApp

How to use Zlto
Go to app.zlto.co
Sign up with your
email address and
create a password.
Check your email
inbox for a verifica-
tion link.

You can now log in to
the site.

Click on ‘Earn’ to
discover the ways
you can earn Zlto
points.

You can choose from
several microtasks
or even create your
own initiative to earn
rewards.

You can spend your
Zlto in the ‘Spend’
section of the
website.

number and washing or
sanitising your hands daily.”
Users can also access
free courses on health,
hygiene, life-skills and
money management.0



SPORTS, ARTS AND CULTURE

Global audience
for online artists

ONLINE EXPOSURE roduces the work of artists to an intermationa audence.

Silusapho Nyanda

he arts sector is mov-
ing online at a more
aggressive rate as

the impact of the coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) continues to
be felt across South Africa.

Visual artist and Guinness
World Record holder Percy
Maimela (35), from Win-
terveldtin Pretoria, was forced
to move his annual Salt of the
Earth exhibition to the South
African State Theatre’s You-
Tube channel. It premiered
on 24 May.

Maimela says artists should
familiarise themselves with
using digital platforms as the
COVID-19 virus will be with
us for a long time. “As artists,
we need to research platforms
that are available which we
can use to exhibit our works.
We need to use social media
and digital galleries to show
and sell our artworks,” he

Picture credit: Chris Wessels

says.

Artists can make a lot more
money through online plat-
forms, he believes, because
they give artists access to a
new clientele that would not
have been available if their
art was only exhibited at tra-

ditional galleries.

He says: “When you use
digital platforms, you get
access to clients that are from
far and wide. You can find
yourself selling art to people
in Russia, China or America
because they saw it online.”

Art auction
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~ Il Artist Percy Maimela holds

his certificate from Guinness
World Records after creating
a mosaic out of ground
coffee beans of artist Black
Coffee.

Maimela says that during the
lockdown, he has learnt how
to market and sell his work
online.

The world record Maimela
holds s for creating the largest
ground coffee mosaic in the
world. Using ground coffee

beans, Maimela created a five-
by-five metre portrait of musi-
cian Nkosinathi Maphumulo,
popularly known as Black
Coffee. Maimela created the
portrait of the muso in three-
and-a-half hours.

“Last year, I was approached
to do a portrait of Black Coffee
by a company that was host-
ing an event and Black Coffee
was one of their guests. I then
pitched the idea of getting
Guinness World Records to
come and verify my work,”
Maimela says.

A former retail store sales-
man, Maimela started using
salt and sand to create art in
2014 and became a full-time
artist in 2016.

The Salt of the Earth exhi-
bition is in its third year and
started with physical exhibi-
tions during the annual Mzan-
si Fela festival held between
November and December by
the State Theatre.O

raises relief

Dale Hes

ule Ratsoma, a young
emerging artist based
in Tembisa, is not let-

ting the coronavirus (COV-

ID-19) pandemic take away
his passion for art.

Ratsoma (30) was in his last
month of an internship as a gal-
lery assistant at the Artist Proof
Studio in Newtown when the
virus brought everything to a
halt.

“The studio had to close
down, so obviously I had my
internship stopped. It was
completely unexpected and
none of us were prepared for
this financially,” says Ratsoma.

However, Ratsoma has be-

come one of the beneficiaries of
an incredible initiative to raise
funds for young emerging
artists, called the Lockdown
Collection.

The Lockdown Collection
saw renowned South African
artists creating a collection
of artworks which were then
auctioned online. The 21-day
campaign raised R2 million.
Of this, R250 000 was donated
to South Africa’s Solidarity
Fund to support government’s
efforts to fight COVID-19,
while the rest of the money
was putinto the newly created
Vulnerable Visual Artist Fund.
The fund has paid out grants
to over 100 vulnerable artists
to date.

funds for artists

Ratsoma successfully applied
for funds and says the money
he received has helped sustain
his family through these diffi-
cult times.

“My mother has been re-
trenched, so I am currently
the only one who can provide
an income through this fund.
It has been extremely helpful
to provide for our essential
needs, including healthcare,
food, rent and electricity.”

Lauren Woolf, one of the
founders of the Lockdown
Collection, says that young
artists should not be starved
of earning a living during this
time.

“We cannot afford to lose
our artists or their incredible
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artworks — especially not
now, when we need them to
bear witness to this moment
in time,” says co-founder Kim
Berman.

The success of the first col-
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~ ™ Young
artist Pule
Ratsoma.

lection saw another 21-day
Lockdown Collection being
launched on 25 May, con-
tributing further funds to the
emerging artists and the Soli-
darity Fund.O®



