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Vaccine registration  
open to the public
Government has of-

ficially launched 
the Coronavirus 

(COVID-19) vaccine on-
line registration for the 
public – as the Depart-
ment of Health gears 
up for phase two of the 
country’s vaccine rollout. 

Health Minister, Dr Zweli 
Mkhize, invited all citizens 
aged 60 years and above to 
register for vaccination on 
the Electronic Vaccination 
Data System (EVDS).

“This launch marks a sig-
nificant milestone not only 
for our vaccination cam-
paign but for South Africa’s 
advancement towards Uni-
versal Health Coverage,” 
said the Minister.

One digital system
He explained that this was 
the first time in democratic 
history that a major public 
health campaign will be 
supported by one digital 
system for all South Afri-
cans.

“The President, myself, 

hundreds of thousands of 
healthcare workers and 
now you, the citizens of 

South Africa, have or will 
access the vaccines through 
the same process, by using 

this system.”
He said there will be no 

distinction between pri-

vate and state healthcare 
users, except that private 
healthcare users will need 
to share their medical aid 
details.

“The quality of services 
will be the same for all of us 
and the system will assign 
a vaccination site closest 
to our homes or where we 
work and not based on 
whether a particular site is 
a public or private facility.”

Citizens must have their 
ID number, medical aid 
number, if they have one, 
and ensure they put in the 
correct cellphone number 
and residential address. 

Registration on the EVDS 
does not guarantee that 
you will be vaccinated im-
mediately.

“We will use the informa-
tion you provide when you 
register to communicate 
with you about the vacci-
nation programme when 
necessary,” explained the 
Minister.
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Kamuva nje ,  bengi-
vakashele  ichweba 
laseThekwini ukuze 

ngizozibonela mina mathupha 
ukuthi umsebenzi uqhutshwe 
kanjani ngendlela eqeqeshe- 
kile futhi nencintisayo.

Emva kokuxoxisana naba-
phathi abakhulu benkampani 
yakwa-Transnet, Ngivakashele 
izibuko ogwini lolwandle 
ngesikebhe, esivame ukuse- 
tshenziswa ukuhola imikhu- 
mbi kusuka la ingena khona 
kuya lapho yethulela khona 
umthwalo. 

Uma ngibheka umsebe- 
nzi wechweba ngisemanzini, 
ngikhumbule ubukhulu kanye 
nobunzima balo msebenzi. 

Uma ichweba lingasetshe- 
nziswa ngendlela efanele, 
wonke umnotho wezwe uya- 
k h a h l a m e z e k a ,  u k u s u k a 
kwabathumela impahla lapha 
ekhaya kanye nabathumela 
impahla kwamanye amazwe 
kuya kubathengi bempahla. 

 Ngakolunye uhlangothi, 
uma ichweba lisebenza kahle 
liholela ekukhuleni komnotho 
futhi libeke izwe lakithi eku-
theni libe yintuba yokungene-
la esifundeni kanye nasezwe-
kazini.

 Ngesikhathi ngivakashele 
eThekwini ngoMfumfu kowe-
zi-2019, maningi amabhizini-
si alapha ekhaya futhi bani- 
ngi  abasebenzisi  bechwe-
ba abaphakamise izikhala-
zo zabo mayelana nendlela  
ichweba laseThekwini elise-
benza ngayo. 

Izinkampani ezithutha izi- 
mpahla ngomkhumbi, ikakhu-
lukazi, zikhathazekile kakhu-
lu ngesiminyaminya samaloli 
kanye nesikhathi esilindwayo, 
isikhathi sokungeniswa ko- 
mkhumbi siyabambezeleka 
kanye nesikhathi sokukhumu-
la umkhumbi, ukunganakeke- 
lwa kwezinsizakusebenza 
nokuba phansi komkhiqizo 
owenziwa echwebeni.

Ukuvakasha kwami kwa- 
kamuva ukuyobheka ukuzini-
kela okwenziwe ukubhekana 
nalezi zikhalazo ukuthi kuqa-
lisiwe.

Ngempela kukhona inqu- 
bekela-phambili ebonakala-
yo eseyenzekile eminyakeni 
eyedlule ukuguqula indle-
la yokusebenza echwebeni, 
ngale komthelela we-COV-
ID-19.

Le mizamo ibisivele itshengi-
sa imiphumela enentuthuko 
yokuphathwa kwezinsizaku- 
sebenza, ukwehla kwesimi- 
nyaminya, ukwenza umsebe- 
nzi ngesikhathi esibekiwe 
kanye nokwenyuka kokuse- 
tshenziswa kwezithuthi zika-
jantshi esikhundleni salezo 
ezihamba emgwaqeni.

Ngenkathi lena kuyinqu- 
b e k e l a - p h a m b i l i  e b a l u - 
l e k i l e ,  k o d w a  u s e m u n i - 
n g i  u m s e b e n z i  o k us a f a -
nele ukuthi wenziwe ukuthi 
kubekwe ichweba laseThe- 
kwini ezingeni lomhlaba futhi 
kube yichweba lokuthunye- 
lwa kwempahla ngomkhumbi  
eNkabeni eseNingizimu Ye-
zwe.

 Eminyakeni yanamuhla,  
ichweba seliqhelile esikhu- 
ndleni salo njengoba kade 
l i ses ikhundleni  sokuqala 
laya kwesesithathu e-Afri-
ka, ngemuva nje kwechweba 
i-Tangier lase-Morocco kanye 
ne-Port Said lase-Egypt. 

 I s i k h a t h i  s o k w e n z i w a 
komsebenzi emalolini naso 
sithuthuke kakhulu. Ngoku- 
fanayo, ukusebenza kahle 
kwezinsizakusebenza zoku-
phatha impahla sekutshengise 
ukuthuthuka ukufinyelela 
kuma-80% futhi  kufanele 
kuphokophelele okungenani 
kuma-95% ukuze  kuf ike  
esilinganisweni somhlaba jike- 
lele. Izikhathi zokulinda zo- 
mkhumbi sezehle ngokunco- 
mekayo.

Lezi zibalo zingabonakala 
zijulile futhi zifiphele, kodwa 
zinomthelela ekukhuleni ko- 
mnotho wezwe lakithi kanye 
nasemananini esiwakhokhayo 
njengabathengi.

Senze inqubekela-phambili 
ekuthuthukiseni ukusebe- 
nza ngokufanele kumachwe-
ba njengenye yezinto ezise-
qhulwini ohlelweni i-Opera-
tion Vulindlela futhi siphinde 
sagxila ekwakhiweni kabusha 
kwenkampani yakwa-Trans-
net, engenye yamabhizinisi 
ahamba phambili anganyelwe 
ngumbuso.

A b a p h a t h i  a b a s h a  b a - 
kwa-Transnet kanye nezi- 
n h l a k a  e z a h l u k a h l u k e n e 
abasebenzisana nazo baya-
qinisa kakhulu ukugxila kwa-
bo ekuguquleni indlela ichwe-
ba elisebenza ngayo.

Abaphathi bazimisele futhi 
banezinhlelo ezinhle zoku- 
nweba wonke amachweba 

amahlanu endawo. 
Lokhu kufaka phakathi uku-

qinisa umgudu wechweba obi-
zwa nge-Maydon Wharf uku-
vumela imikhumbi emikhulu, 
yes imanje  ukuthi  ingene 
echwebeni,  ukugcwaliswa 
kwesikhumulo i-Pier 1 kanye 
ne-Pier 2 ukwakha umthamo 
owengeziwe weziqukathi 
zokugcina impahla kanye 
nokuthuthukiswa kwesite-
shi seziqukathi zokugcina  
impahla esisha esise-Point 
Precinct.

Uma sekuhlangene, lokhu 
kunwetshwa kwengqalasizi- 
nda yechweba kuzodinga 
izigidigidi eziyi-100 zamara- 
ndi kutshalomali olusha lwemi- 
nyaka eyishumi ezayo noma 
ngaphezulu. Lokhu kuzoletha 
inguquko ephelele kwichwe-
ba, okuzonweba umthamo 
wokugcina iziqukathi zoku- 
g c i n a  i m p a h l a  k u s u k a 
kwizigidi ezi-2.9 kuya nga-
phezu kwezigidi eziyi-11.

 Lezi zinhlelo zokuzimisela 
zizodinga ukubanjwa kakhu-
lu kweqhaza wumkhakha 
ozimele kanye notshaloma-
li. I-Transnet, kubandakanya  
Ichweba laseThekwini, kunge- 
nye yengcebo kazwelonke 
ebaluleke kakhulu yabantu 
baseNingizimu Afrika.

Ukusebenzisana nomkhakha 
ozimele kubalulekile ukuze 
kuhehe utshalomali olusha, 
e zo buc hwepheshe  kanye 
nongcwet i  kwezokusebe- 
nza kwechweba futhi noku-
thuthukisa izinsizakusebenza 
kanye nengqalasizinda uku-
thi kuhambisane nesimanje- 
manje. 

Isibonelo, i-Transnet ihlela, 
ukukhangisa isivumelwano 
somhlaba ngasekupheleni 
kwalo nyaka ukuze yakhe fu-
thi isebenzise isiteshi i-Point 
Termina l .  Lokhu kuzoso- 
ndeza utshalomali lwabazime-
le futhi kuthuthukise indlela 
eqeqeshekile yokuphathwa 

nokugcinwa kweziqukathi 
zokugcina impahla.

Ngale ndlela yethu yenqubo 
yezinguquko ngokuhamba 
kwesikhathi sizothuthukisa 
indlela yokusebenza eqeqeshe- 
kile emachwebeni ethu kanye 
nojantshi  futhi  nokuvula 
ngempumelelo utshalomali 
olukhulu olubhekelele ingqa- 
lasizinda. Lokhu ngeke kwe-
hlise kuphela amanani kanye 
nokuthuthukisa ukuncintisa-
na kulabo abathumela impa- 
hla kwamanye amazwe, ko- 
dwa kuzophinde kusungule  
nenqubo yezinkulungwa- 
ne zamathuba emisebenzi  
emisha.

 Ngalezi zindlela zombili 
zokusebenza okuthuthukile 
kanye nezinguquko zezakhi- 
wo, Ichweba laseThekwini 
lizophinde likwazi ukubuyisa 
isikhundla salo njengechwe-
ba elisebenza kahle kakhulu  
e-Afrika yonkana.

Njengengxenye  yohle lo 
lwethu Lokwakha Kabusha 
kanye Nokuvuselelwa Komno- 
tho, sizoqhubeka sisebenze 
ngokuzikhandla ukuze si- 
nwebe utshalomali olubheke-
lele ingqalasizinda kanye ne- 
nguquko kwezokuxhumana 
kwezimboni zethu.

 Uma ngabe ukuvakashela 
eThekwini bekungaba ne- 
nto obekungayishiya emqo- 
ndweni wami, bekungaba 
ukuthi abantu baseNingizimu 
Afrika banekhono lokuphu-
melela kwimisebenzi emini- 
ngi ebalulekile futhi emikhu-
lu. 

 Izifiso zethu kumele zili- 
ngane nezinselele zethu. 

 Ngenqubekela-phambili esi-
yenze Echwebeni laseThekwi- 
ni, futhi ngamakhono avuse-
lelekile esinawo kwa-Transnet, 
manje sesinamandla anele 
ukuthi siqhubekele phambili. 
Futhi sihamba ngesivinini sili-
bangise lapho siphokophelele 
khona.  v  

Ichweba laseThekwini lisungulela 
iNingizimu Afrika inqwaba 
yamathuba
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Allison Cooper

A
b a h l e n g i k a z i  b e z w e 
lakithi, ngokunjalo na-
banye abasebenzi be- 

zokwelapha, baye babeka izimpi-
lo zabo engcupheni ukuze basize 
abanye abantu ngalesi sikhathi 
sobhubhane lweSifo segciwane 
le-Corona (i-COVID-19).
Usuku Lomhlaba Lwabahlengi-

kazi, oluzoba mhla ziyi-12 ku- 
Nhlaba, luyithuba elihle kakhulu 
lokuthi sibungaze abahlengikazi 
ngokusebenza ngokuzikhandla 
ukusiza abanye abantu bakithi.
U m h l e n g i k a z i  o q e q e s h i w e  

uLuyanda Ganuganu (oneminya-
ka engama-25), osebenzela Esi- 
bhedlela i-Groote Schuur esi- 
seNtshonalanga Kapa, uthi lolu 
suku luzoba yithuba labahlengi-

kazi lokuthi baqhubekele pha- 
mbili nokuba yisibani emkha- 
kheni womsebenzi wabo.
“Kuphinde futhi kube yithuba 

lokuthi abahlengikazi bakhu- 
njulwe, kodwa kumele futhi siqhu-
beke nokuhlinzeka ukunakekela  
okusezingeni eliyilo,  ikakhu- 
lukazi ngalesi sikhathi sobhu- 
bhane,” kusho yena.
U G a n u g a n u  u b e n g o m u n y e 

wabasebenzi bezempilo abebese-
benza phambili ngalesi sikhathi 
sehlandla lokuqala kanye nele- 
sibili  lobhubhane, esebenzela  
esibhedlela ewodini le-COVID-19 
lokunakekelwa okuseqophelweni 
eliphezulu. 
“Ingxenye ehamba phambili 

yengakuthola kwaba yisipiliyoni 
ngesikhathi ngisebenza ngezi- 
guli, kodwa ingxenye yobuhlu- 

ngu kwakuyikho nje ukusho-
na kwabantu okwakwenzeka  
ewodini leziguli. Ngokwemizwa, 
lokho kwakungelula neze uku- 
kwamukela.”
UGanuganu, osebe ngumhlengi-

kazi oqeqeshiwe iminyaka emibi-
li eyedlule, wakhetha lomkhakha 
womsebenzi  ngoba wayeno- 
thando lokusiza abantu. 
“Ngakhulela  endaweni  ese-

makhaya eMpumalanga Kapa 
futhi ngangibona ukuthi abantu 
bakhahlamezeke kangakanani 
ngenxa yokwesweleka kwemitho-
lampilo enabahlengikazi aba-
nakekelayo. Lokhu kwenza uku-
thi kukhule intshisekelo yami 
yokuthi ngifune ukwenza ume-
hluko,” kusho yena.
Ngesikhathi salolu bhubhane 

uGanuganu kudingeke ukuthi 

afunde ukusebenza ngaphansi 
kwengcindezi. 
“ Iz inqumo kufane le  z i tha - 

thwe ngokushesha futhi kume-
le ucabange ngaphandle koku- 
thatha isikhathi eside. Ngaphinde 
ngafunda ukuthi kuxhunyanwa 
kanjani neziguli,” engeza.
U G anug anu  wak utho la  k u - 
nz ima  kakhulu  ukuth i  aye  
emsebenzini ngesikhathi sehla- 
ndla lesibili. Ngesikhathi efuna 
ukusiza abanye abantu, kodwa 
wayewusabela  kakhulu  no- 
mndeni wakhe. 
“Ngashada ngoZibandlela  kowe-

zi-2020 futhi unkosikazi wami 
ukhulelwe. Sengibone abaningi 
abantu besifazane abakhulelwe 
beshona ewodini le-COVID-19. 
Kwakudingeka ukuthi ngiqa- 
phele kakhulu ngoba ngangi- 
ngafuni ukubeka impilo kankosi-
kazi wami engozini,” kusho yena.
UGanuganu uyababonga kakhu-

lu abaphathi bakhe kanye nalabo 
asebenza nabo. 
“Ngifuna ukubabonga ngokunge- 

sekela kwabo kanye nokunginika 
ithuba lokuthi ngikhule ngapha- 
nsi  kwesandla sabo njengo- 
mhlengikazi. 
K u y i n t o  e n h l e  k a k h u l u  

ukusebenza nabantu abamese- 

k a y o  u m s e b e n z i  o s e m u s h a  
kulowo mkhakha womsebenzi.”
Umyalezo wakhe emphakathini 

uthi umphakathi kumele usize 
abahlengikazi ngokuzibophezela 
ekwenzeni okufanele.  
“Sisize ukuze nawe sizokusiza. 

Wonke umuntu uyazi ukuthi 
yini okulindeleke ukuthi ayenze 
ngalesi sikhathi se-COVID-19.  
N i y a c e l w a  u k u t h i  n i q h u -
beke nokulandela imihlahla- 
ndlela kanye nemithethomgomo 
ebekiwe,” kusho uGanuganu.  v

 Umhlengikazi 
oqeqeshiwe uLuyanda 
Ganuganu ubelokhu 
ephambili empini 
yokulwisana ne-COVID-19 
Esibhedlela i-Groote 
Schuur.

Sibonga 
abahlengikazi 
bethu

Jubilee Hospital facelift 
eases patient pressure 
A NEW TRAINING  facility, CT scanner and 
renovated ward at Jubilee Hospital will result in 
better patient care.

Kgaogelo Letsebe

Jubilee Hospital in 
Hammanskraal, Gaut-
eng, has undergone a 

major facelift and expan-
sion that will see it not only 
increasing its capacity to 
handle patients, but also 
becoming a training facility 
for medical students. 

The Gauteng Department of 
Health recently unveiled the 
renovated ward, computerised 
tomography (CT) scanner and 
a training lab to be used by 
medical students.

Gauteng Health MEC, Dr 
Nomathemba Mokgethi, said 
the improvements will ease 
the constant burden on the 
hospital. 

“Because of the hospital’s 
close proximity to the N1 and 
R101 roads, it has been flooded 
by trauma and emergency cas-
es as a result of car accidents,” 
she noted.  

The renovated ward 4, with 
31 allocated beds, will improve 
the hospital’s capacity to han-
dle these cases. The ward was 
previously closed and will 
now be used as an orthopaedic 
ward.

In 2020, the hospital was 
earmarked to provide Coro-
navirus Disease services and 
received an alternative build-
ing technology structure with 
300 beds.

“The addition of 300 beds to 
the hospital’s existing 551-bed 
capacity means it is growing 

not only in terms of size, but 
in offering more services to the 
community. 

“At present, the hospital is 
admitting all surgical patients, 
including general surgery, 
orthopaedics, urology, oph-
thalmology and gynaecology, 
to the same ward. We will now 
be able to separate the various 
units,” said Jubilee Hospital 
Acting CEO, Dr Olebogeng 
Modise.

The new CT scanner will 
also mean fewer transfers to 
Dr George Mukhari Academic 
Hospital. 

A CT scanner enables doctors 
to examine patients internally 
through X-ray images taken 
from different angles. Images 
of bones, blood vessels and soft 
tissues can be obtained, thereby 
providing more detailed infor-
mation than plain X-rays. 

“We are now able to admit 
more trauma patients and with 
the CT scanner, we can deal 
with trauma cases quicker than 
we were able to in the past,” 
said Dr Modise. 

The training facility will be 
used to train medical students 
in various fields, including 
surgery, emergency medicine 
and obstetrics. 

 The renovated ward 4 at 
Jubilee Hospital will ensure 
better care for patients.


