
This  panel first appeared in Building a People’s Contract for Growth 
and Development, a booklet published by Government.
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Government has created 
programmes to build and 

strengthen infrastructure. 
Infrastructure means 

roads, houses, electricity, 
water supply, etc. — all 
those things that help a 

country to develop and run 
smoothly.These programmes 

create jobs for many 
previously unemployed 

people.

Contact:
National Department of 
Public Works 
(012) 337 2057

Expanded Public Works 
Programme   
(012) 337 3115

Construction Industry 
Development Board
(012) 481 9030

Emerging Contractor Development Programme (ECDP)

Why are there so 
many programmes in 
road construction?

The construction industry is important for the development of our 
country’s infrastructure. Every year, the South African government 
spends billions of rands hiring the services of previously 
disadvantaged people and businesses in the construction industry. 
These contractors are registered in government records, giving 

Who can access this programme?

these contracts. 

Because roads are important! Roads link rural 
communities to cities, giving them better access 

to hospitals, banks, educational centres, etc. Road 
construction also provides many jobs. Roads boost the 

economy in many direct and indirect ways.


