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Workers get stuck into laying bricks on 
township pavements in Gauteng as part of 
the programme to improve services.



especially the poor and to 
help make our economy 
grow. 

They bring opportuni-
ties for work and skills 
development; new access 
to credit; support for small 
farmers; improvements 
in housing and basic 
services; better roads and 
transport.

But government on its 
own cannot make these 
programmes work. 

Communities and indi-
viduals need to seize the 
opportunities of democ-
racy, so that together we 
make the best use of the 
resources that we have as 
a nation, steadily to con-
tinue improving the lives 

of all who live in South Africa. 
Our experience has also taught us that without 

information, people cannot make use of these op-
portunities. So one of the critical elements of the 
programme of change is to expand the platforms 
of government communication, so we can provide 
the majority of citizens with information they need 
to improve their lives. 

Vuk’uzenzele is our new addition to the arsenal 
of information tools to bring you information you 
can use.

Its name and its content speak of a partnership 
that we must continually forge – between govern-
ment and all citizens – in building a South Africa 
that truly belongs to all! 

Together, let’s make it happen!

T he struggle to 
free our people 
and rebuild our 
country has 

taught us important les-
sons.

One lesson is that the 
people are their own libera-
tors. 

To bring real and lasting 
change for the better, all of 
us need to  work together. 

Each of us needs to do 
what we can to help drive 
back the frontiers of pover-
ty. Every person and every 
community has a part to 
play in turning our society 
from one that was divided 
and unequal into one that is 
just and prosperous. 

our freedom we made much progress as a nation 
towards a better life for all. Millions of our people 
now enjoy basic rights they were denied before. 

But many still lack clean water; many do not 
yet have the electricity that has brought light and 
warmth to millions of others; there are many vil-
lages that do not have proper roads. 

Though many jobs have been created, many of 
our people do not have proper jobs — or any work 
opportunities at all — and must struggle to make 
a living as best they can. This is mainly because 
they were denied the education and the skills that 

-
cent work or start their own businesses.

Since we achieved freedom, government has 
created many programmes to improve the lives of 

President Mbeki welcomes
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Register to have your say

B y only 
making
an X, peo-
ple with 

valid SA identity 
documents (ID) 
and who have 
registered as vot-
ers, will once again 
make a difference 
by voting in the 
coming municipal-
ity elections.

for the election has not been an-
nounced, but Independent Elec-
toral Commission chief electoral 

said it will be any time between 7 
December  and 6 March 2006. 

 Announcement

-
ment Minister Sydney Mufamadi 
will make the announcement.

Tlakula said voting in the 
municipal elections was vital, 
because voters were able to elect 
people who they think will work 

for them in the 
municipality.

“Unlike the national elections, 
with municipal elections, you 
are only allowed to vote in the 
area where you have registered. 
If you work in Johannesburg and 

the elections, you have to register 
there,” Tlakula said.

 Challenge of turnout

“Our challenge is to keep a high 
voters turn-out. The turn-out for 
municipal elections is generally 
low world-wide,” she said.

Tlakula added that they have 
registered more people in rural 

areas, because their 
campaign was more 
focused there.

“We use catchy and 
streetwise music for 
our television and 

radio advertisements to get more 
young people to vote. ,” Tlakula 
said. “Earlier this year, we con-
ducted a door-to-door campaign 
registering people whose voting 
districts have changed due to the 
new municipal borders,” 
she said.

 Register

To check if you are registered, 
SMS your ID number from 
any cellphone to 32810, or 
call toll free number 
0800 11 8000 between 
8am and 5pm during 
the week.
Ndivhuwo Khangale

Photo: GCIS

Local elections

You can register 
at your Municipal 

it is, call the IEC 
on 012 428 5700.
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n “We want the council to 
cancel all the money we owe for 
electricity and water like it hap-
pened in areas like Vosloorus, 
Tembisa and Soweto,” said Jes-
sica Jemaine, Reiger Park. “Our 
government-owned flats are old 
and when we report problems, 
they send unqualified construc-
tors who uses cheap materials. 
“Water pipes are broken and 
electricity boxes are left open 
with wires hanging. We have 
had cases of electrocution.”

n The mobile office of the 
Department of Home Affairs 
made the life of 71-year-old 
Frances Mangcoya a lot easier. 
She was able to get a birth cer-
tificate for her grandson.
“We support plans to bring serv-
ices to the rural communities.” 

n Reiger Park resident Maria 
Stenford said they protested af-
ter the council refused to cancel 
their bills or allow them to make 
easy arrangements to pay.

“They want us to pay between 
10% and 20% of the money we 
owe for electricity and water, 
but we cannot afford that be-
cause we are not employed.

n Thozamile Guduza (50) of 
the Eastern Cape registered her 
two granddaughters for grants.
“I have waited long for this 
chance to register my grandchil-
dren for child grants. I want to 
buy them school uniforms and 
good food,” she said.

By Justice Mohale

P resident Thabo Mbeki 
takes his visits to rural 
areas very seriously. In 
fact when he talks to 

people during his one-to-one 
encounters as part of govern-
ment’s Municipal Imbizo Pro-
gramme, he carefully writes 
down the concerns people raise 
and their ideas on how to solve 
problems. 

The President, along with other 
government ministers, has been 
visiting municipalities to directly 
interact with the managers, with 
the councillors and with the 
residents. 

Project Consolidate

The programme aims to improve 
municipal service delivery and to 

Feedback

Getting local government rightIMBIZO feedback:

Giving better service 

Reiger Park: Residents protest selective electricity cuts. Photo: AK Adams



Project Consolidate
is a national 
programme to help 
136 municipalities 
that face problems 
to deliver basic 

services such as water, 
electricity and sanita-
tion to communities 
they serve. 

get residents’ comments on the 
decisions that affect their lives. 
Many municipalities are doing 
well, but many face problems 

them on their own.
Project Consolidate is a national 

programme for national and pro-
vincial government to help 136 
municipalities that need assist-
ance in delivering basic services 
such as water, electricity and 
sanitation to their communities. 

 Protests
     

The past months have seen some 
communities taking to the streets 
for better services. 

In Phomolong in the Free State 
hundreds of residents protested 
against the continued use of the 
bucket system. In the Western 
Cape, residents protested against 
“corruption” in the allocation of 
the houses by government. In 
Reiger Park in Ekurhuleni resi-
dents were furious about selec-
tive electricity cuts.

Almost all the affected areas 
have been ones that Project Con-

needing help.
-

Cabinet approved a pro-
gramme for ministers and 
deputy ministers to work with 
provincial and local leaders to 
help struggling municipalities.

 “The aim is to improve serv-
ice delivery at these municipal-
ities,” government spokesper-
son Joel Netshitenzhe said.

Government has also 
decided that no munici-
palities should overlap into 
more than one province.

 “Each municipality in the 
country should be located in 
one province to ensure better 
service delivery,” Netshitenzhe 
pointed out. BuaNews

dent that corruption and fraud 
could be prevented, he criticised 
councillors who failed to report 
back to communities.

 “Our local councillors must 
always report back to you (com-
munities) the decisions that 
have been taken by councils. 
If councillors failed to inform 
communities about the projects 
the municipalities have in store 
for them, there will always be 
protest marches against munici-
palities,” Mbeki said during an 
Imbizo at Libode village in the 
Eastern Cape.

 Getting it right

Together national, provincial and 
local governments, along with 
private sector parners are work-
ing to overcome problems in 
service delivery to communities. 
Getting it right will also need 
citizens to participate.

More help...

South Africa is divided into 
284 municipalities and 47 
districts. Every municipality 
has a council that rules the 
municipality, just as parlia-
ment rules the country. 

A municipality must work 
within provincial and national 
laws. The national and pro-
vincial governments must 
respect the rights of munici-
palities.

Functions
A local municipality must:
nbe democratic and ac-

countable; 
n  provide services; 
nencourage communities 

to take part in local govern-
ment decisions, including 
through ward committees

A municipality must spend 
money in such a way that 
it looks after our basic needs.  

The  national government 
must help municipalities. 
Local governments must be 
involved when national and 
provincial governments make 
laws and they must protect 
the rights of communities. 

Did you 
know?

Role of municipalities

October 2005     Vuk’uzenzele 7    



G reat strides have been 
made in providing 
clean water and the 
scrapping of the bucket 

system. The department of local 
government in Mpumalanga 
has provided clean water to 11 
struggling municipalities and 
widely eradicated bucket toilets 
in the past year.

The department’s recent Project 
Consolidate report indicates that 
the province has also been busy 
providing refuse removal equip-
ment, developing anti-corrup-
tion strategies, establishing ward 
committees and recruiting 48 
community development work-
ers.

In Mpumalanga, 18 of the 23 
municipalities fall under Project 
Consolidate.

 Boreholes

Provincial local government 
spokesperson Simphiwe Kunene 
said that the department had re-
paired 21 boreholes and drill two 
new ones in the rural areas of 11 
municipalities. The department 
has bought 37 water tanks for six 
municipalities.

Mr Kunene said the munici-
palities getting emergency water 
supply were Delmas, Steve 
Tshwete in Middelburg, Greater 
Tubatse in Burgersfort, Albert 
Luthuli in Carolina, Marble Hall, 
Emakhazeni in Belfast, Mbombe-
la in Nelspruit and Thembisile in 
KwaMhlanga.

“We have also awarded more 
than R12-million for the pur-
chase of refuse removal trucks 
in Albert Luthuli, Nkomazi, 
Thembisile, Lekwa [Stander-

ton], Emalahleni [Witbank] and 
Greater Tubatse,” he said.

“An extra R1 million was given 
to each of the municipalities to 
maintain the equipment.”

 Bucket toilets

Seven municipalities were at 
different stages of eradicating 
unhygienic bucket toilets, which 
have been the source of water-
borne diseases such as cholera, 
diarrhoea, dysentery, typhoid as 
well as worm infestations and 
eye infections.

The bucket toilets, of which 
there are 15 891 in the province, 
are being replaced with ventilat-

Clean water 

ed improved pit toilets (VIP) and 
water borne toilets.

Municipalities that still have 
these toilets are Dipaleseng 
(Balfour), Lekwa (Standerton), 
Msukaligwa (Ermelo), Albert 
Luthuli, Govan Mbeki (Secunda) 
and Delmas.

All bucket toilets have been 
completely eradicated in Di-
paleseng, Kunene said.

Sizwe samaYende

Getting local government right
feedback:

For information on
government services
call the Gateway Call
Centre on 1020
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A ccess to water means more 
crops. More crops mean 

more food.
The National Council of Prov-

inces (NCOP) was impressed by 
the poverty alleviation communi-
ty projects in the Mbonambi mu-
nicipality in KwaZulu Natal. 

 NCOP chairperson James 

old local municipality for its “or-
ganised way of service delivery”.

 Mahlangu’s comments come 
after the NCOP’s visit to some 
projects in the area as part of 

its efforts are commendable. 

The delegation visited the 

run a vegetable and farming ini-
tiative for the community.

 Water access

 The project is two years old.
 It was pointed out that while 

could improve if there was ac-
cess to water for the crops.

 Mbonambi Mayor Mkhonzeni 
Mthethwa undertook that water 
and other services will be pro-
vided to sustain all projects.

was encouraging. 
BuaNews

Anti-poverty projects get the green light

The National Council of Provinc-
es (NCOP) represents provinces 
to make sure that provincial 
interests are looked after in 
Parliament.
 It does this mainly by tak-
ing part whenever Parliament 
makes new laws affecting the 

provinces. 
The NCOP 
also ensures 
that local 
government 
concerns are 
taken into 
account.

Did you 
know?

Young people are trained by the 
Moses Kotane municipality in 
Mpumalanga to build houses.

They are taught skills such as  
bricklaying, painting, plastering 
and roofing.

Housing manager Vuyo Metele 
says the municipality has been 
working with the Labour Depart-
ment, which funded the project.

One of the beneficiaries, Jaco-
beth Rasepai (42) stays at Lesetl-
heng village, adjacent to Pilanes-
burg National Park.

Today she can talk about her 
first-hand experience with confi-
dence. 

Rasepai says she likes building 
and chose a course in bricklaying.

Before the programme, she was 
unemployed. She stays with her 
mother, who is a pensioner, and 
her 16-year-old daughter. 

Now that she is taking part in 
the housing construction project 
and is receiving an allowance, 
tings at home are getting better.

 Women in construction

She is thankful that she can do 
what for many years was done by 
men only.

The municipality also helps par-
ticipants with forming their own 
construction companies. 

The economic development 
unit in the municipality will 

have a role to play, Metele says. 
He says the municipality will 
keep in contact with people after 
training and keep them up to 
date about possible tenders or 
jobs advertised which require 
their skills.

Apart from that, the trainees will 
be given a chance to show their 
skills in a house-building project 
to take place in the municipality 
soon. BuaNews

Building a future
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Opportunity knocks
By Ndivhuwo Khangale

I t’s possibly one of the best 
kept secrets in the country. 
More than 220 000 tempo-
rary jobs have been created 

by a government programme, 
but there has been very little 
publicity.

Last year, government an-
nounced a new national pro-
gramme to increase temporary 
jobs with training opportunities 
for unemployed people.

Today, 17 months later, the pro-
gramme — called the Expanded 
Public Works Programme 
(EPWP) — has created more 
than 220000 jobs through 3400 

projects countrywide. 
This is how it happened.
The Department of Provincial 

and Local Government receives 
grants from the national govern-
ment to improve services. 

The money is given to munici-
palities to create more jobs and  
train people.

The EPWP is co-ordinated by 

the Department of Public Works.
EPWP Deputy Director-Gen-

eral Bongani Gxilishe told 
Vuk’uzenzele that the government 
has invested more than R15 bil-
lion in the programme.

 Economic opportunities

Unfortunately, it seems as if 
many municipalities do not 
inform people about the pro-
gramme and its opportunities. 
Municipalities have to use this 
programme to create jobs. Our 
main focus is the rural areas 
where there are many unskilled, 
unemployed people who have 

The Expanded Public Works Programme has 
created more than 220 000 temporary jobs 
through 3 400 projects.

Don’t miss out when...

To find out more about
the Expanded Public
Works Programme

Photos: Franci du Toit and Kagiso Communications

Gateway Call Centre 1020
e-Gateway www.gov.za

Expanded Public Works Programme



After passing matric at the 
George High School in the Western 
Cape, Georgrika Williams (20) went 
to Johannesburg to try her luck, but 
could only get a job as an assistant 
in a clothing shop.

When she heard about the Work-
ing on Fire (WoF) project, she knew 
it was a chance to change her life. 

After the first training, Williams 
spent days in the mountains 
around George clearing vegetation 
and building fire breaks. 

Less than a year after joining, Wil-
liams was promoted to a level-two 
crew leader.

And where to from here?
“I want to be in an office, with a 

computer, deciding where the team 
should go. Actually, I think I’ll buy 
myself an Opel Corsa very soon,” 
she said with a smile.

When Phumza Matitiba (32) of 
Port Elizabeth in the Eastern Cape 
told her husband Dalinyebo about 
her wanting to join a project called 
WoF, he feared for her life. But, as 
the mother of three always wanted 

“to stay fit and enjoyed exercising”, 
the task was easy.

“I knew I was capable of doing 
something with my life and for my 
country, but there were no oppor-
tunities in my community.

“It is not only about fire. We also 
make fire breaks and chop vegeta-
tion,” said Matitiba about the two-
year-old programme.

She now leads a 22-member-team 
at the Jansenville Fire Base near 
Port Elizabeth.

WoF is one of government’s poverty 
relief projects that train unemployed 
women in rural areas to stop veld 
fires. It is part of the EPWP

the economy,” he said.
He said the 220000 jobs 

were created through EP-
WP’s four divisions – the 
infrastructure division, the 
social division, the envi-
ronmental division and the 
economic division.

 Children

“When we talk about 
infrastructure, we talk about 
people working on projects 
such as road construction in 
rural areas. 

The social division involves 
Early Childhood Develop-
ment, where volunteers 
take care of children while 
their parents are at work. It 
is also about community-
based health care, where 
volunteers look after people 
infected with HIV/Aids. 

 Fire prevention

“The environmental divi-
sion creates jobs through 
water purifying projects, 

maintenance of parks,” 
Gxilishe said. He said through 
the Construction, Education and 
Training Authority (Ceta), people 

choice. 
Gxilishe said government has 

a target of thousands of learner-
ships in the economic sector 
alone 

“We have also made a deal with 

for those who want to start their 
own businesses after training.

“Volunteers working with HIV-
positive people are trained and 
registered with the Department 
of Health. After completing their 
training, volunteers receive cer-

How we did it

Georgrika Williams

Volunteers work-
ing with HIV-positive 
people are trained by 
the Health Department. 
They receive certificates 
and may be employed 
by government.

October 2005     Vuk’uzenzele 11

employed in government depart-
ments. Some get allowances from 
the Department of Social Devel-
opment and Health.”

 Infrastructure

Gxilishe said infrastructure 
programmes such as road con-
struction were implemented at 
provincial and local government 
level according to their needs. 
They inform communities either 
through notices, ward council-
lors or by inviting people to the 



 ARE YOU SURE YOU ARE STILL SINGLE?

nvote
napply for an RDP 
house
nget a  birth 
certificate for your 
child
napply for a job
nopen a bank 
account 

You need an ID to:

A re you sure that you are 
still not married? If you 
are not sure go to the 
nearest Home Affairs 

single.
Quite a number of South Afri-

-

-

Letting people know

illegal marriages. 
This has been done through 

-
-

Vuk’uzenzele that 

“Protect your ID”

said.

  Go to the police
He said if anyone found they 

-

Justice Mohale

-

-
-

along major routes in South 

BuaNews

Preventing HIV: Safer driving for truckers



 “Say no to drugs.” 
This is the message the Free 
State Social Development 
Department is sending out to 
young people in the province.

Peer pressure, poverty and 
unemployment are some of 
the reasons why young people 
become addicted to drugs.

The department recently 
launched the “Kemoja! — No 
thanks, I am fine without 
drugs” campaign. It educates 
the youth on the dangers of 
drug abuse. It is also aimed at 
encouraging those who are 
already using drugs to quit.

BuaNews

T here is concern about 
the number of  pupils 
hooked on the highly ad-
dictive drug called TIK.

The Western Cape provin-
cial government launched its 
“Choose 2 Live” campaign at the 
Manenberg High School on the 
Cape Flats.

The aim is to send out messages 
about the dangers of the drug, 
Crystal Methamphetamines 
(TIK), to school children.

Spokesperson for the depart-
ment, Makhaya Mani, said the 
campaign was necessary, because 
the drug problem was reaching 
dangerous levels.

“The government could not 
fold its arms when drug abuse 
was holding parents, educators 
and the community hostage.

  “The only thing people talk 
out on the Cape Flats is “TIK TIK 
TIK”. 

“It is a buzzword that has had 
an impact on our townships and 

the Western Cape,” he said.
The Medical Research Council 

says that the number of learners 
abusing drugs in the province 

Say: No to drugs! Yes to life!

DRUGS

is much higher than in the rest 
of the country. It also found that 
more youngsters in the province 
drank before the age of 13. 

“One in two males and one in 

Town got drunk over the past 
two weeks,” read the review.

  “These statistics are worrying 
and we are very concerned,” said 
Mani.

Meanwhile, the campaign will 
be rolled out to other schools in 
the Western Cape. Clive Ndou 

Photo: Abdul K. Adams

Fighting
the evil

DO YOU NEED HELP?
You can contact 
Constance Nxumalo of 
the Social Development 
Department on 
012 312 7448



More women need to become 
building contractors instead 

of labourers.
This is the opinion of the council-

lor in charge of infrastructure de-
velopment in the Rustenburg City 
Council in North West, Pam Lediga.

  Lediga urged women to register 
at the municipality to benefit from 
its development programmes.

“We want more women contrac-
tors to be involved in council 
projects,” she said.

Altogether 68 street lights have 
been installed in Lethabong as 
part of the R30 million Municipal 
Infrastructure Grant the munici-
pality received from the national 
government to improve service 
delivery.

The lights cost R7 million to 
install, said spokesperson for the 
municipality Idah Masipa.

Masipa said the Municipal 
Infrastructure Grant would, in ad-
dition, be used to create 
water projects.

A Lethabong resident, Sana Mere 
(45), hopes the high mast lights 
will bring an end to burglaries, 
rapes and murders that occur 
on the streets at night. “I will be 
safer now when I walk in the early 
morning to catch a bus to work,” 
she said.

Alfa Mooketsi (29) who helped 
install the lights said although the 
project did not last long, he had 
earned enough to provide for his 
family.  BuaNews

Making light work
Women in construction

NLD24 strives for market 
leadership with the highest 
quality distribution of mar-
keting materials in Southern 

Distributors (NLD24), a mem-
ber of Media 24 Ltd, is a dis-tribution company with an 
infrastructure that can reach almost every household in 
Southern Africa with clients’ marketing material such as 
community newspapers, 
pamphlets, samples and magazines.

National Marketing Manager: André Olivier
Tel +27 (0)21 551 7050 
E-mail ajolivier@naspers.com

Proud distributor of Vuk’uzenzele Magazine

South African National Parks (SANParks) manages a system 
of parks which represents the indigenous fauna, flora, 
landscapes and associated cultural heritage of the country. 
National parks offer visitors a diversity of adventure tourism 
opportunities including game viewing, bush walks, canoeing 
and exposure to cultural and historical experiences. Confer-
ences can also be organised in many of the parks.We’d love 
to welcome you to one of these parks and challenge you to 
go wild as you take a walk on the wild side of SANParks.

Telephone: 012 428 9111, Postal address: South African 
National Parks, P O Box 787, Pretoria, 001 — 
Street address: 643 Leyds Street, Muckleneuk, Pretoria, 
www.sanparks.org

Congratulations, Vuk’uzenzele!



– message from Dr Zola Skweyiya, 
Minister of Social Development



By Justice Mohale 

M any South Africans 
will do anything just 
to make sure there’s 
food on the table and 

roofs over their families’ heads. 
For many business-minded 
people, if only they had the 

themselves by starting a small 
business venture.

Government realised that small 
businesses often struggle, be-
cause they do not have enough 
money to keep a business going. 
To help, the Department of Trade 
and Industry (the dti) created 
programmes to support small 
businesses. 

from the opportunities, is Doll 
Mahatane of Bloemfontein. Ma-
hatane, who has an events man-
agement and interior decorating 
business, recently bought 50% 
shares in an arts and craft village 
worth R5million.

 Successful

The Industrial development 
Corporation (IDC), also helped 
Mahatane buy a 34-bedroom 
hotel for R11million.

Mahatane says she is successful, 
because she works very hard.

Now even banks have faith in 
my business and it is easy for me 
to get a loan,” Mahatane said.

Malusi Mbonambi of Syavaya 

from programmes of the dti.
His business Syavaya — town-

ship language for “we are 
moving” — specialises in 
transport, logistic co-ordi-
nating and tours.

After he lost his job, 
Mbonambi did not 
know what to do. He 
entered a business 
competition and 
won R5000 and a 
computer. This was 
the beginning of his 
own business.

Malusi’s vehicles 
include luxury mini-
buses. He plans to buy 
more vehicles with the 
help of the dti.
Malusi also applied for 

Dream about it? DO IT!

The Thuso Mentorship pro-
gramme transfers skills on a 
one-to-one basis. 

It offers pre-loan, as well as 
post loan services. During the 
pre-loan stage, entrepreneurs 
get advice and counselling from 
mentors. The mentors also help 
with the  development of viable 
business plans. .

Entrepreneurs can go to men-
torship offices where a regional 
co-ordinator will evaluate each 
request. The co-ordinator then 
appoints an accredited men-
tor/advisor to help the entrepre-
neur with a business plan. Once 
a business plan is complete, the 
co-ordinator refers the client to 
a bank. 

Thuso Mentorship appoints 
an accredited, suitable mentor 
to draw up a business plan and 
the bank may apply for a credit 
guarantee through Khula. 

Thuso Mentorship Programme

assistance from the Umsobomvu 
Youth Fund.

 Game finance

 A unique, black-owned game 
reserve has recently opened its 
doors in Sidbury, Eastern Cape. 
It’s owner, Yusuf Jeeva, says 
Kwantu Game Reserve is the 

to offer halaal food and Muslim 
prayer facilities. The reserve is 
situated 80km outside Nelson 
Mandela Bay. The IDC funded 
Jeeva’s business.
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Business loans for 
retail finance 
It gives business loans to 
small business owners. The 
loan will only be granted for 
the starting of a new busi-
ness, expansion or acquisi-
tion of a new or existing 
business. In this case, a 
person may be loaned up to 
R75 000.

Equity Fund 
The fund gives loans to 
companies that intend to 
start business together or 
buy shares.
Applicants must be able to 
show that the business will 
have profits in the long-
term and that investors can 
expect more profit.

Khula Financial Services:

Individual Guarantee
It gives loans to small busi-
ness people who cannot 
afford bank securities.
A business person applies 
for funding to the bank, and 
Khula will guarantee the 
loan.

Empowerment Scheme
It gives loans to small busi-
ness people who cannot 
afford bank securities

Khula Enterprise Finance 
Limited is part of the DTI and it 
helps entrepreneurs get finance. 

WHAT IS KHULA?

nWhy is there no Khula office 
where I live?
Khula does not give loans directly 
to the public. It uses retail financial 
intermediaries, micro credit out-
lets and the banks to reach entre-
preneurs and will supply a guaran-
tee to the bank on your behalf. 

nMy bank does not know about 
the relationship with Khula.

Khula works with most banks in 
South Africa. Sometimes commu-
nication is difficult, because banks 
are big organisations. Contact the 
mentorship office in your area and 
they will put you into contact with 
the right people at the bank

nWhat is a Khula credit guaran-
tee and how do I get one?

A Khula credit guarantee is an 

arrangement between a bank and 
Khula, where Khula carries part of 
the risk when a bank gives a loan 
to an entrepreneur. It often hap-
pens that  entrepreneurs would 
not qualify to get finance because 
of lack of security.
Such a guarantee can be accessed  
through the banks who have 

... just in case you 
were wondering

Some of the dti’s divisions are:

nSouth African Women Entrepre-
neurs’ Network, aimed at im-
proving the status of women by 
giving them financial support 
Tel: (012) 394-1606
Email: unatim@thedti.gov.za

nSmall Enterprise Development 
Agency, aimed at supporting and 
promoting cooperative business-
es, especially in the rural areas. 
Cooperative business is where 

a group of people come form a 
businesses together, especially in 
agriculture.
Tel: (012) 428-5000
Call Centre: 0860 103 703
www. Seda.org.za

nSouth African Micro-Finance 
Apex Fund was formed by gov-
ernment to address unemploy-
ment by giving loans of up to 
R10 000. Tel: (012) 394 1796/1805

nTechnology for Women in 

Business is aimed at improving 
the empowerment of women in 
science and technology and en-
courages girls to choose careers 
in engineering, science, business 
and technology.
Tel: (012) 841-4983/4990/4422
Website: www.twib.co.za

nNational Empowerment Fund, 
aimed at promoting Black Eco-
nomic Empowerment (BEE) busi-
ness ideas for small business.
Tel: (011) 731-9000

signed agreements with Khula. 

nWhat is the cost of such a 
guarantee?

A fee of 3% of the loan amount 
has to be paid in advance every 
year for as long as the entrepre-
neur needs the guarantee.
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letters

Write to Vuk’uzenzele, Govern-
ment Communications, Private

Bag X745, Pretoria, 0001. If 
you use your pen name

please don’t forget to in-
clude your real name

and address. The
winning letter will

win a cellphone.

Write to us and 
win a cellphone!

Minister in the Office of the 

Precidency, Essop Pahad

-
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Welcome to our letters page. For our
first edition, we kick off with a letter
from the Minister in the Office of the 
President, Dr Essop Pahad.
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‘‘You should take
advantage of services
and opportunities and

work with government to
improve your life

‘‘



Beka Ntsanwisi is very, 
very ill.

She suffers from 
advanced colon can-
cer and walks with 
crutches. On some days 
the pain is so bad that 
she finds it difficult to 
stand up. Despite this, 
Ntsanwisi (37) of Lim-
popo feeds thousands 
of people in the rural 
communities.

Ntsanwisi, who is also 
a presenter for Mung-
hana Lonene FM radio, 
won the 2005 Shoprite 
Checkers/SABC2 Wom-
an of the Year Award 
in the social welfare 
category. 

On the night of the award ceremony, Ntsanwisi 
collapsed before the event. The organisers ar-
ranged for her doctor to attend the event to take 
care of her. When she received the award, Ntsan-
wisi, who was in a wheelchair, could barely speak. 
However, she vowed to continue to work for her 
community until the day she dies.

“I am involved with different projects to help the 
poor and people living with HIV/Aids. I have 
acquired 21 hectares of farmland in the Makume-
ke village near Tzaneen where villagers plant cot-
ton and vegetables for selling and home use.” 

She said she 
received a lot of 
support from the
government, her
husband, Solo-
mon, and her 17-
year-old daughter
Nkhesani.

“I’m suffering,
but I always put
other people’s pain
first,” she said.

of the YearBrave Women oW tmmBrave Women ooave Wom oeBrave Womenave Womeeave WoBravaveve Woomen of t e Yeahe YeYeaarr                 
Beka’s courage brings hope

When Julia Moloi speaks on the phone, people
who do not know her often tell her to stop crying
and speak properly.

don’t bother her anymore.
In fact, Moloi (30) says people should stop feel-

ing sorry for people with disabilities.
“We are capable of doing things for ourselves.

All we need is support and help from govern-
ment, business and other organisations — just
like everybody else in this country,” says Moloi.
She is editor of a Johannesburg-based magazine
for people with disabilities called We Are Capable.

Vuk’uzenzele caught up with her at the Presiden-
tial Women Working Group meeting in Pretoria.
She was invited by President Thabo Mbeki to join
other successful women after she won the arts,
culture and communications category of the 2005

“I started the magazine in 2003 after realising
that there is little awareness regarding people
with disabilities.

“Through this magazine, we want to show that
people with disabilities are just like everybody
else. Take them to school, give them opportuni-
ties and they will look after you in future,”
she said. Ndivhuwo Khangale

‘Disabled’ but capable

Changing the world 

What is colon cancer?

The colon is a muscular tube
that absorbs water and nutri-
ents from food. Cancer is the
general name for over 100
conditions involving danger-
ous cell growth. Some cancer
is caused by genetic factors,
while other forms are caused 
by environmental conditions.
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Be careful when 
you buy on credit. 
Rather save and 

buy in cash

You can save by 
cutting luxury 

items from your 
budget

Write down your 
budget and 
stick to it

Have you ever gone 
out with no money 
in your pocket? Not 
a nice feeling, is it?

There’s only one thing to do if 
you do not want to spend the 
rest of your life worrying about 
money - save!

How can I save?

No matter how little, bank 
all your money so that you can 
get interest. Your money grows 
(becomes more) with interest.

Do research on which bank 
will give you the best interest 

about bank charges as well.
Do a budget every month. 

Your budget should show all 
your income and all your 
expected expenses.

When you go shopping look 
around for the best price.

Always shop with a shopping 

list and stick to your list.
Always work towards a 

you need to know what you 
want to do with all the money 
you have saved. 

Make notes of all the money 
you spend so that you can see 
where your money went.

If you were forced into debt, 
pay it off as soon as possible.

Start a savings club with a 
few friends (like a stokvel).

Pay cash for everything you 
want — don’t buy it if you can’t 
afford it.

Spend less than you earn.
Don’t borrow money as it 

teaches you that it is okay to 
be in debt. It’s not!

Don’t go to sales and buy 
things you don’t need. 

Just because you have R2 
does not mean you must spend 
it. Save it and get something 
you really want or need.

BE SAFE AND SAVE
Remember

Stop and think before you 
buy anything.

A sale is not a sale if you still 
cannot afford it.

Window-shopping is fun.
Money does not spoil: 

in the future; 
Don’t spend it just because you 
can;
There might be rainy days 
when you need money for the 
unexpected;

Approach money decisions 
in a business-like manner. 
Money is an emotional issue. 
Especially when it comes to 
borrowing and lending to 
family

luxuries last.
Negotiate prices and ask for 

discounts (especially when 
buying cash).
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Colene Grevelink (centre) of 
Hanover in the Northern Cape 
has won the Department of 
Agriculture’s Female Farmer of 
the Year Award 2005. She runs 
a successful cattle farm. She 
received her prize from Minis-
ter of Agriculture Thoko Didiza 
(left) and Minister of Labour 
Membathisi Mdladlana.

Winning farmer

W hen life gets really 
tough and you need 
to seek help from 
the state, what do 

you do?
If you go to government for 

help, you can do one of two 
things: you can apply for a grant 
or you can apply for a loan.

If you apply for a grant, you do 
not have to pay back the money 
you received. If you apply for a 
loan, you will have to pay back 
the money you received.

Social grants
You can apply for a grant from 

A number of different grants are 
available, such as old age grants, 
disability grants, care dependen-
cy grants, foster child grants and 
child support grant.

the South African Social Security 

Agency, Fezile Makiwane, said 
9million people get social grants 
amounting R3,3 billion every 
month. 

Loans
Organisations such as the 

National Student Financial Aid 
Scheme (Nasfas) give loans to 
students at universities. 

Help is close at hand

Social grants: the facts

Mvuyo Macanda of Nasfas said 
before a loan could be approved, 
students have to prove that their 
families are poor and that they 
passed the previous year.

He said last year Nasfas had 
spent R986million on loans to 
98000 students.

The Umsobomvu Youth Fund 
give loans to young people to 
start their own businesses.

Umsobomvu does not require 
security for a loan. Loans can 
be paid back over a period of 

Justice Mohale

Applying for a social grant can change your life.

Students can call the
Umsobomvu call centre 
number: 086 009 6884
For other information:
Gateway Call Centre 1020

nsomeone can apply on your 
behalf if you cannot travel; 
nyou should complete the 
forms in the presence of a 
government official;
nafter filling in the forms, you 
will be given a slip. You should 
keep this slip as proof that you 
have applied for a grant; 
nyou do not have to pay to ap-
ply for a grant;
n if the department does not 
approve your application, you 
will be informed of the reasons;
nyou can appeal to the Minister 
for Social Development if your 
application was turned down.
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Knowledge is power. Eve-
ryone wants information, 

especially on opportunities cre-
ated by government to improve 
the lives of ordinary citizens.

This is why government has 
started the Batho Pele (people 

-
ernment services to the public. 

Last year, government 
launched a website, the Batho 
Pele e-Gateway, to help people 
get information on all the gov-
ernment services. 

The information will also be 

languages soon.

How people can get the infor-
mation?

Computer terminals in public 
places like Multi Purpose Com-

so that those who need informa-
tion can have the service; and

Members of the public can 
call a toll free number where 
trained staff members will be 

available to supply information 
on government programmes.

The aim of the Batho Pele 
Gateway is to ensure that people 
have enough information on 
government services. 

You can reach the Batho Pele Gate-
way Call Centre by phoning 1020. 
The call is free from any Telkom 
telephone.

The address of the website is 
www.gov.za. 

e-Gateway opens path to available services

TV comes to the PARTY
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I nformation on economic 
opportunities is now just a 
click of a button away.

Government has formed 
a partnership with the SABC to 
bring you a new show on differ-
ent projects that government has 
started to change people’s lives.

Azishe-ke: Opportunity Knocks!
will show real stories and 
projects where people are trained 
to do different jobs and are 
helped to start businesses.

As  President Thabo Mbeki 
said in his State of the Nation 
Address this year, government 
wants to work with media to 
reach more  people, especially 
the poor, and show how they can 
take advantage of government-
created opportunities.

The programme shows what 
Expanded Public Works Pro-
gramme projects like Working 
for Water and road construction 
do. It will also look at govern-

ment support for black-owned 
hotels and bed and breakfast 
places. It also focuses on people 
providing care for children in 

the communities, as well as the 
School Nutrition Programme.

Agricultural programmes, pro-
motion of small business oppor-
tunities through the Umsobom-
vu Youth Fund, gender and 
women empowerment and the 
National Development Agency 
will also be covered. 
Ndivhuwo Khangale

Economic opportunities

Azishe-ke!: Opportunity 
Knocks! is on SABC2 

Saturdays at 9am from 
1 October

Photo: Independent Newspapers

INFORMATION YOU CAN USE:





speak to your doctork d

Write to Vuk’uzenzele Health Advice, GCIS, Private Bag 

X745, Pretoria, 0001, and The Department of Health will 

advise you.

nThe Road to Health Card

nWhere do you get the road to
health card?

baby card
health card

nWhat must I do with the
card?

-
-

-

-

nDon’t forget!

nHow long must you keep the
card?

-

nWhat if I lose the card?

health advice

We all want to give our children a
good start in life. One of the best 
places to start is by ensuring that 
our children get the finest health
care. What are the steps you, as
parents, should take?

nWhy do doctors and nurses
need the card?



ANIMAL INSTINCT
...if you lose your edge, 
you lose your head!

... zebras do not want spots

... even monkeys fall out of trees

... are you a follower or a leader?

Zebras are born with stripes and they don’t spend all their 
energy trying to change their stripes into spots. You, too, were 
born with your own unique characteristics.
Don’t spend your life trying to change your stripes into spots.
Accept who you are and make peace with the person in the 
mirror. Are you at peace with who you are or are you always trying 
to be like other people?

Monkeys are great climbers, but even monkeys fall out of trees.
Nobody is perfect! Only those who are prepared to make 
mistakes can ever win, because we learn far more from our 
mistakes than from our triumphs. 
Remember, you are not your mistakes; you are what you learn 
from your mistakes.

Like baby elephants, followers have only one view – the 
back of somebody else’s dream. Rather than follow, make 
the change to walk side-by-side with others. Better still, 
choose your own path and choose it well.
Take responsibility for your own actions.
Learn that your quality of life depends on your choices, not 
the choices of others. Believe in yourself and follow your 
dreams with fierce determination. 

Every morning as the sun rises over the African plain, the 
impala and the lion awake. If the impala does not outrun 
the lion, the lion will hunt it down and kill it, and if the lion does 
not overtake the impala, it will starve.
So, whether you’re hunting or being hunted, when the 
sun rises over the African plain, you better run for your life!
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This programme provides meals to poor learners throughout the 
country. Wherever possible, skills development projects are run in 
growing or making food, such as in food gardens and small bakeries.

Who can access this programme?
The programme favours women. 

I know that many of the poorer 
children come to schools without 
food. I’d like to help them — but 

we’ve only just begun and our 
business is still small. How could 

we afford it?

Have you heard 
about the National 
School Nutrition 

Programme? There 
is an invitation to 
tender for it in 

today’s newspaper. 
They are looking for 
catering businesses 
to supply meals to 
poor children at 

schools.

Gosh, that sounds great!  I think I’ve
heard about this programme — don’t 
they help people to grow vegetable 

gardens?

Yes, they help with growing vegetables 
and also with starting bakeries.

So the children can have healthy 
meals, and we can gain valuable 

skills! Sounds great, let’s enquire.

Feed your children, help yourself

Contact:
Cynthia Mpati
(012) 312 5081

Gateway Call Centre 
1020

e-Gateway website:
www.gov.za

Tracey, have 
you thought 

about catering 
for schools?

This cartoon first appeared in Building a People’s Contract for Growth 
and Development, a booklet published by GCIS

The National School Nutrition Programme
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Name Surname Town/City Animals/
Fruit/Veggies

Total

Jacob Jonas Johannesburg Jackal 4

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12

Family Fun
Instructions:
1. Choose a letter from the 
alphabet circle. (Close your eyes and 
use your  pencil to pinpoint a letter.)
(For example, if your pencil lands on 
the letter J, you have to write down a 
name, a surname, a town and an 
animal, a fruit or a vegetable starting 
with the letter J)
2. Write down a word starting with 
the letter under each heading on 
the table below.  You get one point for 

spelled all the words correctly, a bonus point can be 
added.  The game can be played in any language.

How quick can you think?

W

H

N

FV

Q

F

O

J

G L

K

R E

M

J

U B

I

D T

C

A S

Example

Developed by Dr Lanette Hattingh, PMG Education
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The 2010 Soccer World Cup 
that will be hosted by South 
Africa will not only be a time 

of celebration and excitement, 
it will also be a time of 

opportunity, writes 
Ndivhuwo Khangale

woza
Preparing to 
receive the world

-

Vuk’uzenzele
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-
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2010 SOCCER WORLD CUP:



Lucas Radebe was born in Diepkloof 
in Soweto in 1969.

As a teenager, Radebe became 
involved with student politics. 

His parents sent him to school in 
Bophuthatswana, where he joined 
a football team. He was spotted by 
Patrick Ntsoelengoe, from Kaizer 
Chiefs. Radebe made his debut for 
Chiefs in 1989. 

While playing for Chiefs, he was 

driving to a shop when he was shot 
in the back. He escaped without seri-
ous injury. His attackers were never 
caught. 

In 1994, the English Premier League 
side Leeds United offered Kaizer 
Chiefs £250 000 for Radebe. 

In 1996 the African Nations Cup 
was hosted by South Africa and Bafa-
na Bafana’s 2-0 defeat of Tunisia in 
the final remains Radebe’s proudest 
achievement. In 1997 Radebe took 

over the South African captaincy. 
In the 1998 African Cup of Nations, 
South Africa lost to Egypt, but the 
game prepared them for the World 
Cup in France in 1998. 

When Radebe returned to Leeds 
after the World Cup, he became 
captain of the team. In 2000, Radebe 
won FIFA’s Fair Play Award and 
signed a contract with Leeds. Since 
retirement, he has become a roving 
sports ambassador for South Africa.

Did you know?

C hildren playing soccer 
in the streets with balls 
made of plastic bags and 
being with friends and 

family, eating pap and vleis.
These are some of the things 

soccer hero Lucas Radebe misses 
when he is in England where he 
has been living and playing soc-
cer for Leeds United FC for the 
past 11 years.

In 1989 at the age of 20 he 
joined one of the biggest teams 
in the country — Kaizer Chiefs. 
It was his dedication — both 
at team level and as captain of 
Bafana Bafana — that attracted 
Leeds United, which signed him 
in 1994 and eventually made him 
its captain. 

Radebe (36), plans to coach with 
Leeds United until next year. He 
has retired as a football player.

and The Laureus Sport for Good 
Foundation,” said Radebe.

Radebe has a wife, Feziwe, and 
two children, Lucas Junior and 
Owami. He has two other chil-
dren, Jessica and Ofentse, who 
live with their mothers.

“I am one of 11 children and 
my other brothers and sisters are 
from Soweto. My mother and fa-
ther live south of Johannesburg.”

Radebe says sport is a powerful 
tool that brings people together.

“Government should spend 
more money on sport. If you can 
dream it, you can do it, as I have 
shown in my career.”

Radebe’s wife was recently 
diagnosed with cancer and will 
undergo treatment in England. 

be alright,” Radebe says. 
— Ndivhuwo Khangale

He visited South Africa earlier 
this year. “Here at home I was in-
volved with fund raising for the 

RHOO SCORED BIG FOR SA 
Our super sports personality:

For some, Lucas Radebe is South 
Africa’s biggest sporting hero ever. 

Photos: Touchline
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The 
Northern 

Cape government 
will give municipalities 

powers to enable them to 
deliver houses faster.

Housing MEC Jakobus Van 
Wyk said municipalities 

should play an important role 
in making sure people in 

need get housing sub-
sidies from govern-

ment.

All 
pregnant 

women are warned 
of the dangers of 

drinking alcohol during 
pregnancy.

 The Department of Health 
says drinking alcohol when 

pregnant carries a risk to the 
unborn baby. Women who 

are pregnant or breast-
feeding are urged to 

stay away from 
alcohol.

North West 
Safety MEC Mau-

reen Modiselle said she 
would act against police 

officers who drag their feet.  
“People should not struggle 

to get service from the 
police,” she said. She said 
the public should report 

poor service at police 
stations to her office 

on 018 381 9111.

MEC
for Safety and 

Security in Mpu-
malanga, Dina Pule, has 
condemned the rape of 

minors in the province. Pule 
has established a task team of 
detectives to arrest the perpe-

trators. “Services for victims 
of crime through support 
centres have been rolled 

out in most areas in 
the province,” she 

said.

About 
180 fami-

lies in Idutywa in 
the Eastern Cape will 

receive food production 
kits from the Department 

of Agriculture as part of the 
province’s Green Revolution 

Programme. It also wants 
to ensure that families get 

food.  The department 
has committed about 

R360 000 for the 
kits.

New
office equip-

ment to the value 
of  R40 000 was do-

nated to the Soshanguve 
Trauma Centre in Gauteng to 

enhance delivery.
Public Service Minister Geral-
dine Fraser-Moleketi handed 

the donation, which was 
made by one of the 

insurance giants, Old 
Mutual, to the 

centre.

Established
farmers need to 

transfer skills to new 
farmers to expand the  

farming base for the benefit 
of the province, says Kwa-

Zulu-Natal Agriculture MEC 
Gabriel Ndabandaba. He says 

skills are crucial to ensure 
that there is enough food 

for the province and 
national markets.

The 
KwaZulu-

Natal Public Works 
Department’s strategy 

to improve service delivery 
is starting to bear fruit, says 
MEC Blessed Gwala. Gwala 
announced the plan called 
Operation Shona Phansi in 
May. The strategy is set to 
ensure that management 

find ways to reduce 
bottlenecks in 

delivery.

Briefs Briefs Briefs Briefs Briefs Briefs

The 
North West 

Department of 
Housing says it will 

extend a discount scheme 
on houses owned by the 

North West Housing Corpora-
tion in Thaba Nchu, Free State. 

Mandla Mathebula said the 
scheme would give tenants 
of these houses an option 

to buy them for not 
more than 
R50 000.

Briefs from BuaNews



K waZulu-Natal is poised to take full 
advantage of the economic growth 
potential that is inherent in the 
province. The province is the 

gateway to South Africa. It is envisaged that 
the Gauteng-Durban Corridor will be 
utilised to bring in the maximum amount 
of inter-provincial trade revenue. In 
addition the province boasts two ports, 
which provide for bustling trade hubs.

There is another competitive advantage 
that is inherent to the province: a mass 
scale agriculture initiative. In this regard, 
the provincial government has embarked 
on projects to jump-start the move 
toward mass scale agriculture. The pro-
grammes include a more people-centered 
developmental approach as the introduc-
tion of co-operatives. 

Poverty eradication is high on the priority 
list of the Provincial Executive Council. 
There are numerous projects that are being 
implemented. These include the Zibambele 
savings clubs, which aim to form food security 
and market produce co-operatives. There is 
also dry land rice and mushroom projects that 
will have a significant impact on reducing poverty.  
The province is firmly on track to eradicate hunger, to 
create new rural income opportunities and to end the grinding 
poverty of millions. 

The provincial government is committed to create a productive 
and progressive population through skills development, educa-
tion and training, instilling a culture of Ubuntu and creating 
opportunities for development. 

With the 2010 world cup coming to South Africa, the prov-
ince will use the expanded public works programme to build 

infrastructure, including stadiums, to support 
the initiative. Thereby massive job creation 

opportunities will avail themselves to the 
youth in the province.

In keeping with the goal of provincial 
government to bring government closer 
to the people, a new processes of engage-
ment have been adopted. The hosting 
of Izimbizo have created a new way of 
opening up channels for the people 
to engage their provincial leadership. 
These forums will be staged at all 
districts within the province.

A Citizen’s Charter is close to finali-
sation. This Charter seeks to highlight 
the provincial government’s commit-
ment to quality services that will de de-
livered expeditiously and further aims 

to empower the provincial citizenry with 
regards to the public services that they 

have a constitutional right to receive.
Our province is a national leader in 

the roll out ARV treatment. The number 
of patients receiving ARV treatment in 
KwaZulu-Natal will increase to 30000 by 
March 2006.

The province has heeded the call of the President 
with regards to the placement of women in senior 

management positions. There are 6 female heads of depart-
ments within the province. Indeed, we are a 
province at work. 
    Masisukume Sakhe! 
Let us rise up and 
build!

Durban has for many 
years suffered from a 
“poor cousin image” 

because of the political in-
stability in KwaZulu-Natal, 
lack of new development 
and limited International 

flights.  But now with calm 
in the area, a number 

of developments in the 
waterfront and plans for 

a new airport north of Dur-
ban… the city is becom-

ing more attractive.

“

“
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